SERMONS FROM
THE PSALMS

EXEGETICAL AND PRACTICAL SERMONS
FROM ALL 150 BIBLICAL PSALMS
BY JEFF §. SMITH






SERMONS FROM
THE PSALMS

EXEGETICAL AND PRACTICAL SERMONS
FROM ALL 150 BIBLICAL PSALMS
BY JEFF §. SMITH

Copyright © 1996-2008 by Jeff S. Smith
Revised July 22, 2011

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the New King James Version®.
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.






Table of Contents

PSALM

A S BRGNS i e

W W W W W W W W W N N NN N DN N DN DN DN = e = e e b e e
N R Y R S A =R - Y R N R N R A T S =

LESSON TITLE PAGE
The Leaf That WIthers NOT .......cc.oiiiiiiiiieeee ettt st 1
Triumph of the ANOINLEd. ........eeiiiiiiieiiiee ettt 3
The Lord IS MY SHI€ld.......cccuiiiiiiiiieeiieeeeee ettt ettt et sveesbeessbeeenreaens 7
Gladness IN MY HEAIT........c.cccuiiiieiieiieiieiecie ettt et sb et eesbeesbe e saessaessaenseenns 9
The VOICE OF MY CTY .eeiiieiiieieeieeie ettt ettt e te ettt e e et e ssbesnsesnsessseessesnsesnsennsennses 13
TTOUDIEA BONES......oiiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt ettt ettt e e et e e e ve e eabeeebeeeataeeseaeesssaesnsesenseas 15
My Defense IS Of GOd.......ccciiiuiiiiiiiciiecieecee ettt ettt e et ta e e seaeesebaessbeessbeeenseeens 1
Out of the Mouths 0f Babes........ceciiiiiiiiiieieie et 19
Turned INt0 SHEOL ....c..ooiiiiiee ettt st 21
God Is In None of His ThOUZRLS. ....cc.coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 23
If The Foundations Are DeStrOYed.........ccccuieeeiiiiiiieiieeeiierie ettt ettt eveeeveeseve e b e aneas 27
WHho I8 LOrd OVET UST ...ttt st ettt et st s 29
HOW Long, O LOTA?.....cciieiieieeieeie ettt ettt sttt st e e saaesnsessseessesssesnsesnseansas 31
The Fool Has Said In His Heart, “There IS NO GOd™ .........coooviiiieiiiiieiieeceeeee e, 33
Abiding In The Lord’s HOUSE ......ccccviiiiiiiiieciie ettt et 35
Preserve ME, O GOA ....ooooveviiiiiiiiiieeee ettt e et e e et e s e e naes 37
Hear A JUSt CaUSE ....c.eeiuiiiiiieiiietere ettt sttt ettt 39
T WIIL LOVE YOU, O LOTA.....uiiiiiirieiieeee e et 41
The Heavens Declare The GIory of GOd .........oocuieiiiiiiiiiieiieieeee et 43
GOd SAVE ThE KINE.....ccciieiiiiciieciie ettt et e st e et e et e e sebeesaseessbeessseeesseesnseesnnnenns 45
AN ANSWETEA PTAYET .....oviiiiiiieciiecieetteeet ettt ettt b e teesbeesseesseessaessaesseesseassennsas 47
My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me? ..........ccccoceeviinininienenininienieniceeee e 49
The Lord IS My Shepherd..........cccoouiiiiiiiiiie ettt 51
The Earth is the Lord s.......c.ooiiiiiii e e 55
Waiting On The LOTd.......cccviiiiiiiiiecie ettt e e b esb e sbeesseesseessessseennas 57
VINAICAE IME, O LLOTA . ..eeeeeiiiiiiieeeeeeee ettt e e e e e e e s s eeeeesesnanees 59
The Lord is My Light and Salvation .............ccoecieiiiiiiiieiieeeee e 63
O Lord, MY ROCK....c.uiiiiiieiiieciie ettt ettt e st esveesveeesvaeestseesaseessseessseessseessseeensseans 65
Give Unto the Lord: Modern [doIatry ..........coecieeiirieiiinieeie e seae e 67
T WILL EXEOL YOU, O LOT....eiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt ettt e e e e ss e eesesesnnnees 71
MY ROCK OFf RETUZE ...ttt e 73
Blessed Is The One Whose Transgression Is FOrgiven ..........cocoeevivviiieiiiecie e, 75
REJOICE 1N the LOTd ..c.vviiiiciiieiiecicee ettt s b e s b s av e e sveeabeesbeeebeennas 77
Taste And See That The Lord IS GOOd.........cocieviiriiiiieiiniiieeeee e 79
Plead MY CaUSE ....oveveenieiiiteeiteete ettt st ettt et b e bt et e st bt et ae e 81
An Oracle Within MY HEAIt ........cccviiiiiiiiieciie ettt st ve e sve e s 83
DO NOE FTOE .ttt ettt et st et ettt sttt et 85

Iniquities OVer My Head .........coooiiiiiiiiieee e 87



39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.

T WL GUATA MY WAYS ....eiiiiiieeieee ettt ettt ettt ettt et ete e e eaees 89

T Waited Pati@ntly.......c.ccoviiiieiiciieiccie ettt v e e rbesebesebessbeesveesbessbeeeneennas 91
Friends and NEIZhDOTS..........cccviciiiiiiiiiiiciece ettt re e b ssbe b e esseessesssessseennes 93
AS ThE DECI PANLS ...ttt e ettt e ete e eaaeeeaee e e 95
VINAICALE M ..vviiiiiiiiieciie ettt ettt et e et e e ta e e abeesabeeeabeeenbeseasaeessseessseesnseesnsens 97
IN DAYS OF OLd.....iiiiiiiiiicieciececeee ettt b e e tb e e b e e tbesabessbeesbeesseesbeessessseennas 99
IVOTY PalACES....cuiiieiiiiiiieciecie ettt e st e et esebesebestbestbestaesssesssesssesssesssenssenes 103
GOA IS OUI RETUZE.....cooviieieiiieeieceeeeerte ettt sttt steestaesraesseesseenns 105
GOA IS AWESOIMIC ....ccuvvieiiieciiiecieeeiee ettt et e et e e e bt e e bt e esbeeestaeesbeessseesabeessseesasaeenseeesseesss 107
Great IS The Lord........ooiiiiiieeee ettt sttt 109
What MOney Can’t BUY ......cccvviiiiiiiiieiiciieieete ettt ve st essvessse s e sesesssessaessnessnesnns 111
GOA Has SPOKEI ....uviiiiiiiiiiesiieiieteree ettt steeste et esta e saessaesaaesseesseesseesseensanns 113
My Sin IS EVer Before Me ........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiieete ettt 115
Why Do You Boast In EVil? ......cccoiiiiiiiiceeeceeeee ettt e 119
The Fool Has Said In His Heart, “There Is NO GOd™ .........ooovvuviviviiiriieeieeeeee e 121
Save Me BY YOUT NAMIE .....cooiiiiiiieeiieeiie ettt sttt et et eaee e snteesanee s 125
Give Ear To MY Prayer........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee ettt 129
The Silent Dove in Distant Lands...........ccocueiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee et 133
Refuge in the Shadow 0f GOd’™s WINES......c.cccviiiiiiiiiiiiiciecrecre e sresresreeaesene e 135
Surely There is A REWAId ........ooviiviiiieiieiieieiesiereese ettt eesteeseebe e se s e eseensees 137
DEIIVET ME ..ottt ettt ettt e et e et e e et e e s abaeeabeeeateeeabeseteeesaseessseennns 139
REStOTE US AZAIN ...uiiiiiiiiieciie ettt ettt e e tte et e e stte e s veessbeeessaeessaeesaeessseessseesssesesseennes 141
Hear MY Cry, O GO ....cc.veeeiiieieecieecte ettt ettt ste e teesstee et e e saeessseesssassnseesnseennes 145
My SOUL, Wait SHIENELY.....ccviiiieiiiiiiie ettt saestaessaesevesssesssesssessaessnenes 147
O God, YOU ATE MY GO ..ottt sttt st st 151
INO FRAT ...ttt ettt e et e e et e e s tbe e e eebaee e ssbeeeensbaeeeensaeeeensbaeeennneeas 155
PraiSe AWAILS ....ccueiiiiiiiieiiie ittt sttt st st sttt s st 159
Make A JOYTUL SHOUL ...ocvviiiieiiciecie ettt sr e st e s e e seaessbesssesesessaessnenes 163
Let The Nations Be Glad .........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiciecceee et e 165
et GO ATTSC...uviierieeiiieeiee ettt ettt e e et e e vt e e taeeetbeesabeesabeeesseeessaeesseessseesssessnsesenseeanes 169
N ALY (I O I € fo Yo AR 173
Make Haste, O GOA! .....oooioeieiiieeie ettt eaae e et e s e enaae e s enaeeeenn 177
In YOU, T PUE MY TTUSE .eniiieeiie ettt ettt ettt et e e e ste e snteesnseesnneeenns 179
Give The King Your JUdGments. .........cccceviiiiiiiiiieiieniesi ettt 181
TrULY GOA 1S GOOM .....eiiiiiieeiie ettt et e e e e e e e taeessbeessseessseeesseeenes 183
Why Have YOu Cast Us Off? .......cccviiiiiiiciiceceee ettt snesenesnesnne e 185
WE GIVE THANKS......eeiiiieiieieeiicieree ettt e et e st eseeesebessaessaesssesssesssesssesssenssenns 187
GO IS KINOWN...cuiiiiiiieciieceectee ettt ettt ettt e et e et e e tb e e tbeesabeesabaeeaseeenraeensseennnas 189
| 4 < USRS 191
GIVE Ear TO MY LAW ..eeiiiiiiiecieciectectertesee sttt st sta e st snaesnaestaessaesnenns 193
O God The Nations Have COME.........cccuerverierienierieriesieseesieesieeseresesesssesseessnessaesseesseennes 195



80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
&7.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.

ReEStOre US, O GO ..ottt e e e e et r e e e e s e saaaaeeeeessennneees 199

Sing Aloud to GOd our SrEeN@th ........ccveviiiieiiiieieceeeee et 203
God Stands in The CoNGregation..........c.eccververieriierierierrereeseesresreseresssesseesseesseesseesseesses 207
Do Not Keep Silent, O GOd......cc.ovuiiieiiriiieieienenteeteseet ettt st 209
How Lovely Is Your Tabernacle ..........cocoueiieiiiiiiiieiieeeete et 211
REVIVE US AGAIN ....oeiiiiieiieciie ettt et eeee et e st e e ssaeesstaesssaeessseessseensseesssesssseessseennes 215
TeACh ME YOUT WY ....oiiiiiiiieiiciicie ettt te e st seb e s tbestaestaessaesssesssesssessaensnenes 219
His Foundation Is In The Holy MOUNLAINS ........cceveverierieeieeieeieeiesee e seesne e senesnesnne e 223
Incline Your Ear TO MY CI¥ c...ooiiiiiiiieiieieee ettt st sttt 227
LOTd, HOW LONE . ..viiiiieeiieeie ettt ettt et ive s ve e esveeestaeesaeessseesssaesssaeenseaenes 231
Teach Us To NUMDETr QU DAYS.......cccuiiiiiiiiiiriiiie e sie et sere e saesvesenessnessnessaessnenes 235
IN GO WE TIUSE ...ttt sttt et st be et et e see b eaeen 239
HE IS MY ROCK ...ttt ettt ettt e ee et 243
The Lord REIZNS ...oeeeeiiiiiieeiie ettt ettt ettt ve e eeve e etae e taeessbeesssaesssaeesseeenes 247
To Whom Vengeance BelONgS ..........cc.eeiiriiriiriiiiiciesie et s e sre e sresenesenesaessne e 249
Oh Come Let US SINE.....ccciiiiiiieiierierieite st seesteste st seee st e steesaeesseesssessaesseessaessaesssesseenses 253
SINZ A NEW SOME ...ttt ettt b ettt sttt st sbe et e b sbe e e enee b 255
The Lord REIZNS ....oeeeuiiiiiieeiie ettt ettt te e ve e e ve e estae e taeessbeessseessseeesseaenes 257
Oh, SINZ A NEW SONE....uviiiiieiiieeiiieriterteesteesteeeteesteeeseeessaeassseessseesseessseesseesssseessseensses 259
The LOTd REIGNS ..c.vveieiiieiieiieeiecie et ettt e s e s e st e seaesesessaessaesssesssesssesssesssensnenns 261
GOA IS GOOM......cooeiiieeieeeeee ettt ettt et et e et e e tae e aae e tae e eseesaseeeareeeareas 263
I Will Sing of Mercy and JUSEICE .......cccuieiiiiiiiieiieeeieecte ettt e ve e veesveeesveeenes 265
Hear My Prayer, O LOrd .........oooiiiiiiiiiieciie ettt e eeeeee e aeesnseesssaeessaesnneeenes 267
Bless The Lord, O MY SOUL.....ccuiiiiiiiiiieieeieciesee sttt sr e seaesaesevessbessnesesessaessnenes 271
How Manifold Are YOUTr WOTKS ........cooiiiiiiiiiieciie ettt 273
Make KNOWNn His DEEAS ........eiiiuiiiiiiiiiiecieeeee ettt et e veeebee e 275
Praise the Lord........cooiiiiiiiie ettt 279
Give Thanks To The LOTd........cceeieiiiriiiieeeee ettt 283
My Heart i StEAATAST .....ocveitiiiiiiiiiie ettt 285
Do Not Keep Silent, O GOd......c.coiiiiiiiiieiieeee ettt ettt s 287
The Lord Said To My LOTd......cccuiiviiiiiiiiciecieciesie ettt senestveseneevesane e 289
Praise The Lord! .......c.ooiiee ettt 291
Blessed Is The Man Who Fears The Lord ..........coccooiiiiiiiiiiniieeeeeeeeeeeee 295
Praise the Name of the Lord! .........ccoiiiiiiiiiice e 399
When ISrael Went OUL .........ooiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt st s 301
TO GOA BE ThEe GIOTY ..vviiiieiiiciiiciie ettt a e st estaessaessaessbesssesssessaensnenes 303
T LOVE the LOTd ..ottt ettt sttt ees 307
ALLYOU GENEES! ..ottt ettt e et e e be e e taeesabeesaseesaseeenbeeenes 309
Oh, Give Thanks to the LOrd........cccouvvviiiiiiiieiee e 311
Your Word is @ Lamp t0 MY FEEL ......c.cciieiiiiiriiciicie ettt sre e senesvesene e 315
T Cried t0 the LOrd ...co.eooiiiiieiee ettt sttt st s 321



121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.
148.
149.
150.

I Will Lift Up My Eyes to the HillS .....ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 323

O JErUSALEIM! ...ttt st nb e 325
Unto YOU I Lift UP MY EYES c..viiiiiiieiieieciece ettt ettt be et ensa s s 329
The Lord Was On OUr Side ......c..oooiiiiiiiiiiiicieeeee ettt e 331
LIKE MOUNE ZIOM.....cccutiiiiiieiieeiie et e et e ete e et e etteeetveeetbeesabeessseeesseeessasassseessseesssesssseseseeanes 333
Like Those WHO DICAIM .....c.ceiiiiiiiiieieieeieeieee ettt ettt eneas 335
Unless the Lord Builds the HOUSE .........cc.eeviieiiiiieiiciiciecie ettt 337
Blessed Is Everyone Who Fears The Lord ........cccoceveiveiieiinciiniicicce e 343
All Those WO Hate ZI0M ......oocviiiiiiiiiiecieecec ettt et et e sveeeveeenes 347
O, Lord HEar MY VOICE ....cc.vveeiieeiiieiieeeiie ettt ettt e teeetaeeeteestbeesebeesssaesssaeensaeensseennas 349
Like a Weaned Child is MY SOUL.......c.ccciiiiiiciiiiiiieeie et ste e sve e sresenesenesenesene e 353
Lord, REMEMDBEr DAVIA .....oovviiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt e e e e et e e e e e s ssaaareeesesssnanes 357
Running Down Aaron’s Bard............cociiiiiiiiiinii ittt 359
Behold, BIeSS THE LOTd ......ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiie et e et e e e e s e ennaaes 361
For I Know That the Lord iS GIEat ..........cccuevviriireiiieiieeiecresre e seresvesvesnesenesenesaessnenes 363
The Great Hallel .........oooiiiiiiiee ettt s 367
By The Rivers 0f Babylom ........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitecetee et 369
GIEat 1S the GIOTY .oiieiiiiiieciieciee ettt et e et e et e e s tbe e s b e e sabeeeasaeensaeensseennas 373
HE KNOWS B ...ttt st sttt st sttt saae st 377
DWwelling In YOUT PTESENCE ......ccviviiiieiieiiieiecie ettt saesaessnesnnesnnesnnesnne e 381
MaKe Haste t0 ME! .....oiiiiiiciiicee ettt ettt ettt e et e e sare e aae e e 385
T Cry OUt t0 the LOTd ...cccevieeiiieieeceeeeeeeeee ettt ettt e tae e tve e e e sebaeesseeenes 389
Hear My Prayer, O LOrd .........oooiiiiiiiiiieciiecee ettt e eee et ve e saeesssaeessaesnneeenes 393
Blessed Be The Lord My ROCK .......ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiccce ettt 397
T Will EXtol YOU, MY GOG.....coieiiiiiiieiinieniieteeseeiteete sttt st 401
Psalm 146: O My SOUL! ..c.ni ettt ettt st e 405
The Lord BUilds Up .....ccvieiieiiciiiie ettt sv e s sirestaestaesevesenessnesanessnessnenes 409
Praise HiIm .oeeeieieeee ettt sttt ettt 413
ATNEW SONE .ttt sttt sttt ettt s it st sae e st e saeesaeesaeesaeesneens 415
DIOXOIOZY .ttt ettt ettt et ettt ettt e et e et e e ateenteeateeateenteeas 419

Appendix A: REVIEW QUESTIONS. .......cccviriiiiieieeieeteeteeieeteeseeseeseesseesseesseesseassessseesesssees 421



Psalm 1: The Leaf That Withers Not.

Introduction

We study today the six verses that make up the very first psalm, which in many ways presents the theme
of the entire collection of psalms. We cannot know the author nor the circumstances under which he
wrote this piece, but we can know the great principle he communicates: “that a righteous life will be
attended with prosperity and happiness, and that the life of the wicked will be followed by sorrow and
ruin” (Albert Barnes). As we are about to begin a new year, it is good for us to study about prosperity
through the word of God and begin a new expedition in search of real wealth and joy. [Read Psalm 1:1-6.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. His Character (1-3)
1. stated in the negative in verse one—what he is not
a. although his steps may occasionally be poor choices and he stumbles into sin, when he
finds himself upon the wrong path, he moves swiftly off of it and back onto the Lord’s path of
righteousness
1. not that he never sins, but he does not practice, continue or walk in sin
2. life is a journey and his travels are not in same paths that sinners select (Psalm 15 and
Ephesians 5:1-10)
b. happy is the man who chooses not even to stand in the path of sinners and consider its
merit for its merit is already esteemed so empty
c. blessed is he that never occupies the seat of the scornful, those who scoff at virtue and
godliness (Ephesians 5:11-18)
2. then stated positively in verse 2
a. happy is the man that delights in the law of the Lord
1. most in the world hate the law of the Lord when they learn it and even some brethren
confess that they hate considering the New Testament as law
2. but here is a man happy because he knows what God expects of him and considers it
an honor and a pleasure to submit
3. no moaning about its difficulty or consequences; simply joy
4. “I delight in the law of God according to the inward man” (Romans 7:22).
5. New Testament is the perfect law of liberty (see James 1:25), the law of Christ (see
Romans 8:2)
b. this blessed man is happy and prosperous because he devotes himself to studying the law
of the Lord day and night
1. do you read and pray each day?
2. can you commit yourself to praying morning and evening, to studying God’s law for a
set period each day?
3. you cannot know the law unless you study it and ignorance of the law is never an
excuse for failure when the book is always available
4. take your Bible on vacation with you, have it ready to read when your hands and mind are
free, on breaks at work or school
5. God’s richest blessings are tucked away in that book in your hands, just waiting to be
yours if you will but seek them

B. Like Chaff Which The Wind Drives Away (4-5)

1. this is a process of separation that was practiced in ancient Oriental agriculture—a great wind or
breeze produced by a winnowing fan was used to blow away the chaff, leaving the wheat (Matthew
3:7-12)

2. compared with the righteous who are lush and fruitful and thus anchored, the wicked are tossed
about and ultimately lost in the poverty of damnation (Matthew 13:24-30)
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C. The Way of the Righteous (6)
1. God understands the character of his friends and finds it simple to separate them from his
enemies (Second Timothy 2:19 and Hebrews 4:12-13)
a. though men make pretense to righteousness, fool the elders and preacher, even the whole
world, God is not mocked, nor deceived
b. though a man occupy the office of elder or deacon or labor in the word as an evangelist,
and yet walks hypocritically, God is not mocked
2. the Lord knows the way of the righteous for he designed it and watches it

II. Some Applications
A. His Resulting Prosperity

1. if a man molds his character after this example, prosperity will follow
a. perhaps material prosperity and perhaps not, that is not the point
b. sometimes godliness will reward you materially and sometimes it will cause loss
c. true lasting prosperity has nothing to do with temporal and material wealth

2. the blessed man is like a tree planted by waters of life (Psalm 23)

3. he is always fruitful and alive (First Timothy 4:7-8 and Matthew 6:19-21, 24-34)

4. godliness is a means to great gain; understand what gain is and esteem it properly

B. No Standing
1. after all have bowed before Christ in the Judgment Day, and all figuratively stand to receive
their sentence, the wicked will not be acquitted and share the reward of the just
2. the impenitent will find no place among the people of God
3. if you want to know what real prosperity is, we have found it in this passage
4. it is not material wealth, but rather eternal spiritual wealth, a home in God’s refreshing
presence and ignorance of the torment of hell, the payoff for a life of profligacy (Luke 16:19-31)

C. The Way of the Ungodly Shall Perish
1. the way of life of the ungodly will always tend to ultimate ruin
a. no matter what deal is made with the tempter
1. whether it be the focused and unrivaled pursuit of earth’s riches
2. or a life split between professed piety and convenient hypocrisy
3. the devil doesn’t care how he gets your soul or what he has to offer to attain it; he’ll let
you go to church as often as you want if you’ll just serve him the rest of the time
4. either way, he wins your soul in the end
b. the path of the ungodly may lead to unparalleled prosperity in human terms but poverty
like this old earth has never seen when the Judge settles accounts
2. the only way to self-fulfillment is by self-sacrifice (Mark 8:34-38)

Conclusion

We all should seek prosperity in the new year. Our ultimate pursuit should be of spiritual prosperity and
that by living godly. Walk not in the counsel of the ungodly; don’t even consider the path of sin; don’t
scorn or mock God’s righteousness; take pleasure in obeying your Lord; meditate in God’s law each day.
If you do these things with diligence, you will be like a tree planted by the river, bringing forth fruit and
showing life and true prosperity forever.

N

SERMONS FROM THE PSALMS



Psalm z: Triumph of the Anointed

Introduction

The second psalm is a statement of purpose from God and notice to all sovereigns and peoples of the
world that absolutely nothing will prevent him from success. The invitation is extended to all to become
God’s allies or prepare to meet his wrath. External evidence leads us to believe that David penned this
psalm by inspiration of the Holy Spirit as a prophecy concerning the spiritual ascension to his throne by
Christ Jesus. [Read Psalm 2:1-12.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Resisting Jesus is Defying God (1-3)
1. prophecies of the Messiah’s birth were several and famous by the time it occurred (see Isaiah
7:14, Micah 5:2)
2. the governing powers of that day recognized the threat to their authority that Jesus posed
a. one was Herod (Matthew 2:1-7, 12, 16)
b. the Pharisees (lawyers) and scribes and chief priests of the Jewish economy had become so
corrupted by now that they cared more for their position than the coming of the King
c. Pontius Pilate, a regional governor, refused to stand up for Christ and gave the execution
order
d. Jewish rulers and Roman Caesars, by means of persecution and threat continued to oppose
and annihilate anyone seeking to worship Christ and him only; papacies, through the Jacobins,
commenced the Inquisition to quell a revolt against the Catholic apostasy
3. the nations raged and the people plotted against the Lord and his anointed

B. Omnipotence (4-9)
1. we see God there upon his heavenly throne, smiling carelessly at these plots of men to
overcome his eternal plan
b. he is not concerned but moves calmly along his plan at his pace
c. his plans are carried on in spite of them and often with their unintended assistance brought
about by their foolishness
2. his indifference does not last forever
a. when the time to accomplish his purpose comes, these gnats feel his wrath most
resoundingly
b. the announcement is always made in some way that rebellious men have failed and God
has succeeded

C. Wise Rulers Recognize His Higher Sovereignty (10-12)

1. we are told to pray for them (First Timothy 2:1-2)

2. we are told to respect them in First Peter 2:17

3. true, we are under their authority; they must realize we are all under the highest authority

4. wise kings rule with a merciful scepter and in accordance with the will of God; wise judges
make just rulings and uphold the weak and the victimized

5. they serve the Lord with respect and fear and rejoice with awe that they are not above bowing
in that great day

II. Some Applications
A. The Resistance Continues Today

1. the few remaining Communist governments legislate against Christianity while emerging
democracies strictly limit preaching

2. in America, zealous religious people are insulted by their leaders and threatened by legislation
and judiciaries

3. we are pushed into a corner and told not to speak in his name or risk losing our freedom and
our possessions

4. individuals also rage against God by refusing to submit to him on his terms
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a. they label the Bible as antiquated or Puritanical and endeavor to update and amend it for
him and then gladly offer to submit to their new version of truth
b. many more just turn to worship idols and reject God altogether
5. the anti-religious in America have been complaining for years that intolerance is this nation’s
greatest ill
a. they have finally succeeded in making it so
b. their intolerance of Christians and the exercise of faith is truly America’s greatest ill

B. They Plot a Vain Thing
1. in the first century, the enemies of Christ were many and powerful
a. from his birth on, they sought to eliminate him
b. kings and governors, lawyers, judges, priests, teachers: all plotting to eclipse his influence
c. and all their plots were vain, utter failures, as 2000 years of preaching and discipleship will
attest
2. the efforts of the irreligious will fail now, too
a. like Peter and the apostles who refused to stop speaking the name of Christ, the saints of
today will not stop publishing and broadcasting the good news
b. Bibles will find their way into China and the old Warsaw Pact
c. America will never be rid of God
3. all plots are rebellion and vain
a. all rebellion is the devil’s work and destined for doom (Matthew 16:18)
b. that good news cannot be extinguished (First Peter 1:24-25)

C. Jesus Will Reign
1. in David’s day, God intended to make Jesus a King and set him upon a throne over that realm
a. Daniel mapped future of the world for Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 2:36-45
1. the eternal kingdom God intended here and in Psalm 2 was to be established in the day
of another empire
2. all things point to the establishment of that kingdom in the first century when Rome
ruled the world
b. this was when Psalm 2:6 was accomplished
2. Jesus reigns as God promised he would (First Timothy 6:15, Colossians 1:13)

D. Begotten Today
1. not a son of God, but the Son of God
2. this is a conferred distinction, making him superior to all those never called such—angels and
priests and men
3. but when was this begetting accomplished?
a. Paul referred to this passage in Acts 13:32-35 and showed when Jesus was begotten: when
God raised him from the dead and set him on the throne of his kingdom, the church
b. Jesus was not begotten as a created being, nor in earthly birth, but as the first one to be
resurrected, never to die again

E. Wise People Do Likewise
1. a simple axiom states that the faithful servant will be blessed
2. he will not fall along the way if he continues to trust and be guided by Jesus and he will not be
scorched by God’s wrath
3. the blessing adds assurance and removes doubt (Philippians 2:12)

Conclusion

Are you a citizen in the kingdom of Christ this day? Will you bow before his throne of mercy and become
a servant of the king? Will you be baptized today in submission to him?
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Psalm 3: The Lord is My Shield

Introduction

Psalm 3 is the first psalm to identify its author and the circumstances behind its creation. David writes,
we are told, as he flees from the revolution his son Absalom was leading. Psalm 3 is not primarily,
though, a psalm about the failed familial relationship. It is about surviving when evil is all around and
closing in fast. It is about security behind the shield of God. [Read Psalm 3:1-8.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. How They Have Increased (1-2)
1. David and his son Absalom had been at odds but the father had just forgiven him when Second
Samuel 15 and the son’s wicked rebellion begin (Second Samuel 15:1-4)

a. if nothing else, Absalom is some campaigner (and you thought the dirty tricks unit was a
relatively new invention, not at all!)

b. Absalom begins with one follower and eventually builds up quite a crowd of adherents,
proving that it is always easier to say what you will do when you have the luxury of not doing it any time
soon

2. his following becomes so strong King David is forced to flee the city (Second Samuel 15:5-6,
14)
a. David’s group is by far smaller than the revolutionists
b. but David is far wiser, he seeks a shield not made with hands (Second Samuel 15:30-32b)
3. this is David as we listen to his psalm’s beginning

a. that small group of dissenters that any ruler is troubled with had subtly become an army
and overthrown him

b. never mind the fact that it was his own son who turned traitor

B. When We Weep (3-4)
1. there is no worse feeling, I suppose, than to cry and cry alone
a. there is no better feeling for the child than to look up when crying and see his mother there,
ready to comfort him
b. no better feeling than to put your head on a friend’s shoulder and release pangs
2. here is God, always prepared to hear our cries
a. he listens to the downtrodden and the victimized
b. he hears the widow and orphan especially when they are distressed
c. he hears every one of his little children when they are overcome by terror or sorrow
3. God is a shield and that’s about all we need most of the time, something to shield us from the
undeserved scorn of others
1. when our head droops, we need someone to lift us up and God steps in (Ephesians
6:14-16)
2. David carried that shield with him as he had when he destroyed Goliath years before; it is
an invisible shield which the faithless neither see nor respect to their own doom
3. with the shield of faith, we quench those flaming arrows the adversary aims in our
direction with skill and confidence

C. Peaceful Sleep (5-6)
1. ever watch a little baby sleep?
a. the most peaceful thing you will ever see
b. on the night David fled Jerusalem, he surely could have thought that no night would ever
be like that for him again
c. but David took his worry to Jehovah (Psalm 55:16-17, 22)
2. those carrying the weight of worldliness like materialism enjoy few nights like this
3. nor do Christians who keep their problems secret from God and brother
a. it has been said that there is safety in numbers
b. that is not always true but there is safety in the number two: me plus the Lord
4. David was surrounded and seemingly doomed to assassination
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a. hear his confidence in verse 6
b. the same confidence Paul wants us to imitate (Romans 8:31-39 and John 10:27-29)

D. Blessing Upon His People (7-8)

1. David knew God’s track record throughout history

a. his enemies might seem to have the upper hand and God’s servants might seem to be
finished

b. but in the end, God’s servants always find victory
c. even those who were martyred for the truth find ultimate victory in judgment

2. David knows where to go and whom to implore: “Save me, O my God.”
a. understand these are words spoken when death was calling
b. David knew salvation belonged to the Lord and that blessing was for his people

II. Some Applications
A. Sadly Familiar State For God’s Servants
1. it is nothing new for God’s servants to feel lonely and that the world numbers strong against
them
a. think of Lot amidst Sodom and Gomorrah
b. think of Habakkuk in apostate Jerusalem
c. think of Elijah (First Kings 19:9-10, 15, 18)
2. when things seem bleakest and it appears our strength and the forces of good are dwindling,
remember Elijah and God’s response to him and then look around and see it is always true
3. the apostle John speaks to us as Christians (First John 3:7-13)
a. the context shows that Christians often make non-saints uncomfortable and even hateful
b. understand that darkness hates light; it cannot survive in light for when light strikes
darkness, darkness is swallowed up or must flee so to speak
c. it is just so for the Christian in today’s world

B. Those Who Trouble Us
1. many of our young are bothered by peer pressure
a. pressure to engage in “adult behavior” like smoking, drinking, cursing, fornicating
b. remember that adults who do these things are not even babes in kingdom of Christ
c. the most adult thing that you can do is to stand up to these “friends” and refuse to be
pushed around and intimidated
2. this pressure often intimidates young people from becoming Christians
a. it is considered uncool to be religious
b. I faced this when I became a Christian; taunted every time I walked to the meeting house
by a boy younger than [ was even!
c. whatever, the most rebellious thing a young person can do these days is to become a
Christian; the majority engage in immoral behavior; the minority wait to be cool for eternity
3. we must also deal with the temptation and influence of our entertainment
a. video games that depict women in a demeaning way as sexual objects
b. television that extols the awesome wonders of homosexuality and fornication and adultery
while belittling religion and old-fashioned morality
4. we are surrounded always by a godless society
a. if this is a Christian nation, I would hate to see paganism
b. to walk the streets of Austin and see men with men and women with women, doing that
which is unnatural is sickening
c. but it also is discouraging; it leaves you shaking your head
5. ours is largely an atheistic society, build around Darwinism and Humanism
a. our schools are permitted to teach no other religion than self-worship
b. it is not surprising that morality began to fail when God was expelled from the classroom
in the 1960s by Murray-O’Hair and her intolerant bunch
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C. Save Me, O My God
1. requires a prayerful yearning (Luke 18:9-14)
2. requires obedience (Acts 2:36-42)
3. then we are God’s people and must act like it (First Peter 2:9-12)
4. heirs of great promises (First Peter 1:6-10)

D. David’s Resolution
1. Absalom’s revolt was turned back and its leader killed (David wept bitterly)
2. the king was returned to the throne

Conclusion

Think of David when you are beaten down and resolve to do right, look upward and obey your Father in
heaven.
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Psalm 4: Gladness in My Heart.

Introduction

We recently studied the third psalm in which you will recall David wept and prayed over the rebellion
that his son Absalom had begun in Jerusalem. King David fled the city with his small band of followers
and rested one night in a hill of sorrow as he put his trust in God. Psalm 4 is considered a companion to
the third, a night time psalm following the morning nature of its predecessor. Here we find David
expressing the fruit of prayer and faith. [Read Psalm 4:1-8.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Hear Me When I Call (1)
1. David knew the power of prayer and was not shy about taking full advantage of it
2. prayer may be the last refuge of a scoundrel but it is first for a servant of God
3. when David spoke, he was certain that God was listening
a. the faithless ask how God can hear so many prayers at once
b. by faith I answer that God can do whatever he pleases and I am just thankful for it
c. I remember praying after my grandfather died when I was seven years old; that is my
oldest memory of prayer; I recall the certainty that I had that God heard me

B. Sons of the World Love Darkness (2)
1. mankind struggled for millennia to escape darkness in the world, first harnessing fire and then
inventing the incandescent light
2. spiritually, man sought a deeper light and found it in Christ Jesus
3. still some hate the light, for sin is intoxicating and addictive but that is no excuse
4. the overthrow of all that is right is the aim of many
a. modern nihilism: the rejection of an objective standard of truth, right and wrong
b. homosexuals, abortionists and pornographers are good; Christians are terrible

C. God Protects His People (3)
1. when righteous people are surrounded by wicked as David was this night, sometimes the only
relief is the knowledge that God is watching
a. we try to blur all moral distinctions and redefine good and evil, but God can sort it all out
correctly and he will
b. God knows how to deliver his people out of trials, know
c. “What persecutions I endured. And out of them all, the Lord delivered me” (Second
Timothy 3:11)
2. with this confidence, we can boldly approach throne of grace and find help (see Hebrews 4:16)

D. Pause and Reflect and Turn (4-8)
1. the basis of the opening of verse 4 is that all this power of God on David’s side should disturb
them greatly and cause them to react frightfully and passionately
2. they make themselves God’s adversary when they attempt to thwart righteousness
3. David implores them to pause and reflect on what their hands have accomplished
a. he prays them to go into a private place, free of the evil influences of other men, the
counsel of the ungodly and meditate upon what they know to be true and right
b. they should reflect on their knowledge that all the servant of God has said is true
4. when they come to a good conclusion, David implores them to turn to God
a. men do not always obey the Lord’s invitation the first moment they hear it
b. they need time to sort it out for themselves and that is fine
1. it becomes perilous, though, when we promise to give it more thought and fail
2. we get no closer to making a decision and if you choose not to decide you still have
made a choice
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II. Some Applications
A. The Quest of Mankind
1. it is peace of mind, a gladness in the heart
a. it is sought in fleshly and spiritual venues that are artificial
1. fleshly: sex, wealth, power, indulgence
2. spiritual: eastern religions, Scientology, Confucianism
b. in the bottom of man’s heart, though, is the need for the favor and affection of God
1. when it is attained, peace reigns in the heart of man
2. finding that peace and gladness one day is like the clouds breaking up on a stormy day
to reveal a brilliant sunshine
2. walk in the light, not darkness (Ephesians 5:1-11)
3. we “walk in the light as he is in the light” (First John 1:7)

B. God Is Righteous
1. David’s purpose in life was God’s; his cause was the cause of God
2. like David, our prayer must be proper to be answered and glorify God
a. James rebuked saints who pray that their lusts might be fulfilled
1. the degradation of modern entertainment often portrays sinful people praying for a
night of fornication and gambling winnings
2. James calls these “friends of the world” and “enemies of God” (James 4:3-4)
b. James also rebuked prayer that was infected with doubting (James 1:5-7)
1. that fire of faith has to be burning in the petitioner’s heart because that fire is faith and
confidence and trust
2. one who asks of God without believing that he can deliver has made his doubt a self-
fulfilling prophecy: his petition is doomed not by God’s impotence but his own
c. further James notes that prayer must be fervent to accomplish much (James 5:16)
1. nothing is more stirring than to hear someone pray with feeling in his voice
2. you can tell that he is really and truly talking to God, not going through the motions or
playacting, but really speaking to God just like David
3. no shame in weeping in prayer if it comes from the heart
3. God will sort things out (Second Peter 2:4-9)

C. Gratitude

1. Paul wrote the Thessalonians, telling them to “pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (First Thessalonians 5:17-18)

2. the kind of gratitude David expressed in Second Samuel 7:18: “Who am I, O Lord God? And
what is my house, that You have brought me this far?”

3. we must never be so intent upon the present and future that we neglect the foundation of
providence upon which we stand now (Second Corinthians 11:24-28)

4. Americans are generally an ungrateful people, with a “What have you done for me lately?”
attitude in everything

D. Joy
1. in Christ is a joy that exceeds expression as Peter said
2. David tries: his joy exceeds the pleasure of a bountiful harvest in the fields and vineyards
3. we find that joy beyond grain and wine in the body and blood of our Redeemer
4. we grow with the milk and meat of the word

E. I Know Whom I Have Believed
1. we find David at peace again as he was this in Psalm 3
2. he is at peace
a. not with his enemies for they seek his crown and life
b. but with God where peace must be made
c. Matthew 5:9 says, “Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God”
1. so many today will say that means we should compromise and tend an ecumenical and
tolerant spirit with false religions and sinful people
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2. David knew his cause was in God’s service and he did not compromise with Absalom
nor should we compromise with the sons of the world
3. we will never have peace with God if we seek perfect peace with men first and at any
cost
3. “For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I
have believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep what I have committed to him until that
day” (Second Timothy 1:12)
a. that is true and natural peace
b. neither found in a bottle nor a pill

Conclusion

Psalm 4 closes with David in God’s bosom and oh, that we might ever be there with him each night as we
recline on our beds. We can be if we will pray, walk in the light and seek gladness in the Lord.
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Psalm s: The Voice of My Cry

Introduction

This Psalm is a prayer, a solemn address to God at a time when the psalmist was brought into distress by
malice of his enemies. The specific time and circumstances of its composition is uncertain, though it may
have been written immediately before Absalom’s revolt, the apparent subject of the last two psalms
before it. The writer is certainly also surrounded by enemies, but then again, that is a common
predicament that God’s righteous servants face. The psalm is striking because of its abundance of
confidence in Jehovah. [Read Psalm 5:1-12.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. God Answers Prayer Today (1-3)
1. in these verses David prays to God who has heard the prayers of his people ever since men
began to call upon him; he stands ever ready to hear the pleas of his children
2. David calls him “My King and my God”
a. we sing [ Am Not Ashamed to Own My Lord
b. not that we own and command God, but we own up to the fact we are in his service
c. Jehovah is my king; I don’t serve another and that makes our communication special
d. he is my God; my Creator and Sustainer; where else would I turn in trial?
e. Jehovah is no stranger to David and we are not strangers; he is our Father and we his
children

B. God Hates Sin (4-6)
1. how can a God of love, mercy and salvation hate anything or punish anyone?
a. how can he not is the better question
b. God’s justice demands that he hate wickedness if he truly loves righteousness
c. God’s promise to the downtrodden demands that he repay the guilty
d. how many otherwise pious men have gone to eternal torment demanding God to contradict
himself and shatter justice
2. we are the righteous, his children and he stands ready to hear our petitions
3. but if we ask amiss or are given over to wickedness, we should not expect that he will give ear
to our wishes (see Psalm 66:18)

C. Coming Into Jehovah’s House of Mercy (7-10)
1. David seeks guidance because he is surrounded by those who seek his death
2. we are constantly bombarded by one who seeks our death, although our physical death is not
always what he seeks
a. the devil is our adversary, just as real as David’s but far more powerful because he was the
force behind Absalom’s rebellion and is the source behind those who disturb our faith
b. we are endangered and troubled anytime we seem to be the lone Christian in the midst of
many who show little respect for Christ
1. danger in going along with unrighteousness to avoid trouble with them
2. danger in hiding beliefs to avoid mocking or being overcome by mocking and giving

in
3. danger in gradually being won by the devil
3. Peter informs us of a strategy to overcome (First Peter 5:5-11)
D. Shield of Trust Around The Righteous (11-12)
1. people don’t draw lines David’s way anymore because someone always ends up on the wrong
side

a. we avoid drawing lines so that false teachers we like personally can stay on our side and
then we don’t have to withdraw from anybody that we like either
b. it is true that when we do so the false teacher and the sinful brother are on the same side of
the line as we are: it is just that we have switched sides and are no longer on God’s side
2. the line is drawn not by elders or preachers or churches but by the individual himself
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a. he chooses to serve God or self; heaven or hell; salvation or reputation
b. he chooses to have fellowship with light or darkness; all we can do is recognize it

II. Some Applications
A. This Day Begins With Prayer
1. we have been assured that God will hear us when we pray; this assurance should be enough to
convince us to live and die with God’s name on our lips and in our hearts
2. a morning prayer is one that anticipates and makes plans (Matthew 6:5-13)
a. it anticipates the temptations of the coming day and petitions guidance
b. it anticipates the impending joys and offers thanksgiving
c. it anticipates the daily presence of God and casts out distraction for meditation

B. Prayer is Accompanied By Patience
1. after praying, David patiently waited for an answer (Philippians 4:6-7)
2. an answer may come in one of three packages
a. God may grant our request as he rescued Jonah from the fish’s belly when the prophet
prayed for salvation
b. God may deny our request as he showed Paul that sometimes the most helpful thing God
can do is deny what we ask (Second Corinthians 12:8-9)
c. and then, the answer may be delayed (Luke 18:1-7)

C. A God of Love Must Hate That Which Preys On Love
1. truly, God abhors the doers of iniquity; they shall not stand before him (Psalm 1:4-6)
2. those who sow discord among brethren and evil doctrines alongside the gospel seed
3. those who trouble the innocent, the widows and orphans

D. Crooked Way
1. the people of whom David speaks were rebellious against God; they oppose him and will not
repent, and therefore David could clearly foresee their ruin
2. David prays for God’s justice, not man’s sinful lust for vengeance but God’s right to sort out
the just from the unjust
3. Isaiah describes men dragging iniquity with cords of falsehood (Isaiah 5:18-23)
a. we see men harnessed in the falsehoods of their idolatry and misconceptions of Jehovah,
dragging their sins after them like heavily loaded wagons
b. their entanglement in sin and iniquity has made them slaves and woe is pronounced upon
them
4. Jesus taught us in the New Testament economy to pray for our enemies (Matthew 5:43-48)

5. people of God put trust in him, assured of his power and pinning their hopes on his promises
(Ephesians 6:14-17)

Conclusion
Have you found that shield yet?

14 SERMONS FROM THE PSALMS



Psalm 6: Troubled Bones

Introduction

The background for the sixth Psalm is as it was for the preceding few psalms. David is in the midst of his
son Absalom’s rebellion and conspiracy. David has fled Jerusalem as his son’s cohort pursues him with
regicide on its agenda. David’s tack has been to approach the throne of God for guidance and so he
continues in Psalm 6. Psalm 6 is a prayer about the chastening of the Lord, about a suffering mind and
finally, about relief and growth from both. [Read Psalm 6:1-10.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Chastening of the Lord (1-2)
1. in the midst of his woe, David wonders why he is suffering so at the hands of evil men
2. suffering causes men to consider why it must be
3. he perceives that God is reproving him for some sin he has committed
4. David prays for God’s mercy, an end to this trial and then for healing
a. he is burdened down inside by the weight upon his shoulders
b. the hand that slew Goliath is now rendered feeble
c. the complaint of “troubled” or “vexed” bones indicates in Hebrew that David is suffering
from extreme mental anguish and is asking great physician to treat his troubled spirit

B. An Anguished Spirit (2-7)
1. often, a troubled heart and a wearied mind can bring on bodily symptoms that are certainly real
2. David was in deep sorrow and anxiety, as many find themselves today
a. David says that he is troubled inside and that his tears soak his pillow at night
b. is there anyone among us that has not suffered a night such as this one, whether caused by
a loved one’s death or our own troubles?
c. David is going though a grief now that is eating away at his heart
1. his eye is wasting away, that is to say, he is wasting away from anxiety and sorrow
2. he feels aged or as though his time of departure is coming on too soon
3. David depended on God to heal him, as we must also

C. Dawn Breaks Over The Sea of Despair (8-10)
1. God repaired David’s spirit and the psalmist begins to see with clear eyes now
2. the enemies that had him discouraged before are now cut down to size
a. as he cut Goliath down to size with a sling and a sword, now he cuts Absalom’s party down
to size with prayer; he fought both battles with an invincible faith
b. he sees them as opponents of God and as such, doomed to defeat in the end
3. God heard his prayer; David knew this because God always hears his people when they speak
to him

II. Some Applications
A. Why Do the Righteous Suffer?
1. I am asked often why good people, especially innocent children, have to suffer
2. that is a vexing problem, but the answer is, blame the devil
a. crime, disease, and suffering are all results of his insidious work in the Garden and ever
since, to corrupt mankind and poison his mind
b. I hear so many argue that God took their child away or caused some great tragedy (acts of
God, they are mistakenly termed)
c. no, the devil causes evil, because man empowered him to do so in Eden
d. God stands by, suffers it, that man might learn to need him and righteousness and God
stands by to heal (James 1:16-17)
3. in Jesus’s day, people thought that God punished people or their children for sins by creating
them with a physical infirmity (John 9:1-3)
a. Jesus says, no

JEFF S. SMITH 15



b. life is not marred by the potter but by the clay (the devil or man) and “The way of the
transgressor is hard” (Proverbs 13:15)
1. man who sins against his body may have to live in pain and disease
2. man who robs or steals may have to live in prison for the rest of his life
3. this is not God’s fault, but the transgressor’s
4. there are times that the righteous fall into tests (James 1:2-4)
a. these thorns in the flesh do us good because they prove our faith and toughen it
b. they are tests from an adversarial devil God allows, because true wisdom and might only
come from pain, learning and adversity (First Peter 1:6-9)
c. the chastening of the Lord is not to be despised, but accepted and used to grow
d. just as our fathers chastened us as children, so our heavenly Father chastens us, his
children, now so that we might mature
e. remember that his grace is sufficient for us (Second Corinthians 12:7-10)

B. Emotional Pain Is Real
1. we hear the phrase, “it’s all in his head” used to dismiss suffering like David’s today
2. that really doesn’t help much: it doesn’t matter where the pain starts or even stays, the pain is
still real and still debilitating and still in need of care
3. David seeks care from the right source, he goes to God
a. most reassuring thing I have ever read was spoken by your Master (Matthew 6:25-34)
b. not one member of this church will ever be homeless, hungry or destitute
c. God will see to that, even it is by the assistance of brother or the church
4. you have heard the phrase, “worried sick”
a. I worried myself sick enough times when I was a teenager to know how bad it is
b. it takes time, but once you begin to learn of Christ, you get better about anxiety and begin
to trust in him
5. there is a shame attached to deep emotional pain that is not attached to physical illness and that
really only makes it worse for anyone who suffers this way
a. there is nothing shameful about seeking help from God, from your brethren, your family,
or even a physician for burdens you can’t carry yourself like stress, depression or deep sorrow
b. remember the scriptures and use them to work it out, though

C. Depart Workers of Iniquity
1. David’s strength is increased so that he looks at his enemies like gnats and swats them away
with the powerful hand of Jehovah
2. his enemies will be ashamed, he prays, in time to save themselves by turning back
3. Jesus used this same phrase in Matthew 7:15-23
a. like the genesis of Absalom’s rebellion, spent enticing followers at the gate, these too are
wolves in sheep’s clothing
b. like covert wickedness of David’s enemies, many of Christ’s enemies are disguised as
teachers, prophets and leaders (purveyors of greater justice as Absalom contended)
c. they deceive men and still expect to reach heaven; Jesus commands them to depart

D. Dawn is Matchless

1. you can’t always just snap out of the sorrow that you feel, but eventually you will snap out of it

2. how wonderful it is to pray for dawn and see her break over a sea of despair

3. sorrow fades somewhat into trust in God and hope of eternal joy in salvation

4. the enemies that trouble us from human foes to mental woes all are erased in the return of
Jesus and with a good word at his judgment of our works: “Well done, good and faithful servant ... enter
into the joy of your Lord” (Matthew 25:23)

5. dawn will break a final time that glorious day for the servants of God for in heaven there will
be no night, no tear-soaked pillows and no crippling anxiety

Conclusion
Where will you be on the first day of eternity? It is there you will be every moment thereafter.
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Psalm 7: My Defense is of God

Introduction

The seventh psalm contains in its title the phrase, “A Meditation of David, which he sang to the Lord
concerning the words of Cush, a Benjamite.” Just what was the occasion of Cush’s words, we know
nothing. We do not even know who he was. The lesson we learn in Psalm seven concerns our reaction to
abusive treatment and what Jesus would have us do under his law. [Read Psalm 7:1-17.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. The Charge and a Plea of Innocence (1-5)
1. for King David, his greatest trial in life came from the ceaseless persecution he endured

a. every ruler has his naysayers, but David’s trouble was multiplied because of his insistence
on righteousness and his hatred of sin

b. he remarked that his enemy was like a lion, seeking to rend him to pieces, a metaphor used
many times in the wisdom literature to describe the agents of unbelief

1. wisdom used the image in Proverbs 19:12 and 20:2 to describe an angry king,
ironically, and the better choice of seeking his favor
2. in Proverbs 22:13 (and 26:13), “crying wolf” is the way we describe this laziness and

insincerity or wickedness

c. but David was the king and he certainly was not lazy—the lion he described was an agent of
Satan, seeking to topple the king from power and give God’s throne to another evil ruler

2. David’s fear was he would find himself in the lion’s den with no one to deliver him

a. another servant of God faced this literally-Daniel fell from favor with the Medes and
Persians and the king was obligated under his own law to sentence the prophet to die in the lion’s den for
praying to Jehovah (Daniel 6:16, 19-22)

b. this was in a figurative sense the prayer of David, to shut the vicious mouths of the ones
persecuting him and accusing him

B. Divine Justice (6-13)
1. David confidently put his heart forward to be judged by God
2. he submitted his righteousness and integrity, as one who lived under law of Moses
3. that law was a schoolmaster to teach man that he needed a Savior because his own
righteousness fell short of God’s glory (see Galatians 3:22-27 and Romans 3:21-26)

C. Falling into the Pit (14-17)

1. once in the jungle, a wicked man planned to trap and kill his enemy; he went out to a path that
his enemy used and vigorously dug a deep hole from which no man could escape; the wicked man
finished digging and lifted himself up by the rope he had tied around his waist before starting and then
covered the hole with leaves to disguise it; he saw his enemy coming and dreamed of his demise, but just
then his enemy spotted some game in the woods and left the path to pursue it; in his haste, the wicked
man left his hiding place and ran after his enemy; then he fell into the very hole he had dug to kill another

2. working iniquity on our brother or neighbor or enemy always turns out this way

a. whether we scheme against him through gossip, slander, or by putting stumbling blocks in
his way, the schemer always ends up in a worse condition

b. when we damage the person or soul of another, we do far more damage to our own soul in
the eyes of the almighty Judge

II. Some Applications
A. The Accusation
1. apparently Cush accused David of bringing evil upon an ally or unduly harming an enemy
2. he raises his own hands as if to prove that they are not stained with the blood of any innocent
man
a. the crime is doing evil to one with whom you are at peace
b. Edom did it to her brother nation Judah when Babylon invaded and Edom stood by and
then plundered what remained (Obadiah 10-12)
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3. Jesus instructs us how to handle situations when we are reviled (Matthew 5:43-48)

B. All The Evidence Freely Examined

1. in civil trials, often evidence is suppressed for one technicality or another and the guilty is set
free

a. at the judgment bar on high, there will be no loopholes and not a single guilty soul will be
released into the streets of heaven to repeat his wickedness, nor will any innocent man be punished
b. God’s justice is infallible, merciful and terrible

2. we will all give account to God of how we used our breath and our potential in this life that he
gave us (Hebrews 4:11-13)

3. you must be a doer of the word as well as a hearer (James 1:21-27; see also Romans 2:5-11)

C. A Fearful Thing
1. when we are reviled for whatever cause, we must remember that the devil is testing us, hoping
that we will forget we are disciples of Christ and instead follow Satan’s ploys
2. he hopes we will return evil for evil because he knows that two wrongs don’t make a right, but
rather make two wrongs and two souls in his grasp (First Peter 3:13-17)
3. better to remember the golden rule (Matthew 7:12, Romans 12:14-21)

Conclusion

God can be glorified in the darkest of conditions when one of his little children overcomes evil with good
and leaves vengeance to him.
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Psalm 8: Out of the Mouths of Babes

Introduction

We arrive in our long trek through the psalms in Psalm 8. Like the others so far, this work claims David
as its author, but its context gives us little clue as to the occasion for its writing. Many have suggested
possible events, ranging from military victories to the ark’s journey. I won’t hazard a guess, but from the
verses of this beautiful poem, we can easily imagine King David lying on the ground beneath the stars
one night, gazing at God’s illuminating handiwork and marveling at his own place within it. The psalmist
recognizes the vastness and the grandeur of the universe and his own relative smallness and
insignificance. Still, God knows him, as he knows all his little children. [Read Psalm 8:1-9.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Hosanna, Lord Jesus (1-2)
1. as the king considers all God’s hands have made, he cannot but help to praise his power and
majesty
2. when we look to the sky at night, we can see constellations thousands of miles away and dream
of walking on the moon or what might be on Mars and Jupiter
3. scientists have mapped the solar system all the way to Pluto, 4.5 billion miles away
4. but God has set his own glory far higher above the heavens

B. Creation (3-8)
1. Lord, I Believe by A. W. Dicus (1970) reflects David’s understanding that God is the designer
of all we touch and breathe and trample

When we behold the wonders of creation, / The flowers that bloom, the raindrops as they fall;
The spacious skies and life s perpetuation, / We cannot doubt that God controlled it all.

Lord, I believe, yes, I believe, / I cannot doubt or be deceived;

The eye that sees each sparrow fall, / his unseen hand is in it all.

2. Genesis says that in six days, God created the world and all that is in it (you know something,
God was taking his time)
3. he created man last to tend to his work—a remarkable responsibility that requires us to be good
stewards as we make use of God’s gift
4. God teaches that man did not evolve from any lower species, though he was made a little lower
than the angels
a. Darwin argues that life began as “primordial soup,” a gumbo of bacteria that acclimated
and evolved into more and more complex species, jumping from the sea to land and the air
b. he says that the earth shows no design; that the human anatomy was pure chance
c. God says differently and the evidence weighs on his side
1. evolution is a patchwork of guesses and stretched assumptions
2. it is the only hypothesis I know of that is assumed to be fact by science, without
conclusive evidence; it is a devilish conspiracy that has captured the hearts of atheists and many
religionists
d. the world and human body shout the truth, for who can argue that the body is without
design?

C. Excellent Name, Hosanna (9)
1. we are told when Jesus came to the earth in Mary’s womb, he would be called “’...Emmanuel,’
which is translated, ‘God with us’” (Matthew 1:23).
2. Isaiah spoke of this Savior in Isaiah 9:6: “And his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
3. this one would be God’s savior of mankind
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II. Some Applications
A. ‘Do You Hear What They Are Saying?’

1. compared to the almighty God, David sees himself and his fellow man as mere children, as
infants, and yet, that one who is a child of God, Jehovah recognizes and employs in magnifying his name
among his enemies, in silencing the infidel and the doubter

2. in Matthew 21, Jesus is going to quote David’s words

a. he had just cleansed the temple of its money changers and merchants when the blind and
lame came to him there and Jesus healed them of whatever their infirmities (Matthew 21:15-16)

b. the priests and scribes were doubly disturbed—they could not deny his power but they
would not confess it either

c. but it was the joyful shouting of the children that bothered them most

3. they cried out, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” a phrase echoing the psalmist’s sentiment and

meaning, “Save now”

a. these little ones recognized the power of God and Jesus as their Savior

b. the Jewish leaders were indignant (angry), Matthew tell us; they asked Jesus, ‘Do you hear
what these children are saying about you?’

4. Jesus replies, ‘Yes. Have you never read the scriptures?’

a. the Lord says that God promised to perfect his power and praise with the worshipful cries
of the innocent, of those who seem to be weak but possess a strength that age and prestige only steal

b. God is silencing the enemy with the shouts of mere children; not another word is here
recorded of the anger of the priests and scribes

B. Of Such is the Kingdom of God
1. in Luke 18:15-17, Jesus met some children just like these
2. he said that men and women would have to receive the gospel of the kingdom as these children
had come to him if they wanted to enter his kingdom
3. Matthew 18:1-4 tells us a little more
a. one must be converted from the impurity and sinfulness that mark adulthood to regain the
innocence and purity of childhood
b. one must humble himself to enter God’s kingdom, bowing before Jesus like David did in
Psalm 8 and judging his own feeble place in the world compared to the mind of God
c. indeed, he must bow the knee before the Lord (Romans 14:11-12)
d. for some that entails giving up worship of idols or a religion that places man’s doctrine
alongside or above God’s; it always means less of self and more of Thee

C. Teach The Children Well
1. you have five years to teach your children the truth about their origin before the school systems
and media begin trying to turn it around on them
2. make the most of those precious years of innocence before the impurities and infidelity of
other adults invades their thoughts
a. teach them that God made them in his image (Genesis 1:27), that they are children of his
and not the monkeys at the zoo
b. teach them that they have an eternal spirit, that longs to return to the Creator who made it
c. teach them that God’s word is truth, even when their teachers say it is not
d. teach them to pray to a God who is mindful of them and listens, to pray for their teachers
and others who tell them that their God is dead
3. like the little children, we are blessed and in God’s service, when we cry, Hosanna, “Save
now”—it is a word of humility and its voice is not far from the kingdom

Conclusion
The psalmist recognizes the vastness and the grandeur of the universe and his own relative smallness and
insignificance. Still, God knows him.
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Psalm 9: Turned Into Sheol

Introduction

When we read and study the psalms, we are naturally trying to glean lessons from the history of men
dealing with God. In each work, I am convinced we will learn something about serving in God’s family. It
is also important, however, to remember that the psalmists to a man lived under the law of Moses which
is often different from the law of Christ under which we live. The Old Testament kingdom was earthly,
physical, and civil. The New Testament kingdom is heavenly, spiritual and moral. David’s army fought
literal battles to the death to preserve and expand God’s kingdom; we find figurative battles unto life to
preserve and expand God’s kingdom of souls, not soil. The ninth psalm is a celebratory song following a
military conquest worked by David’s hand and God’s guide. We will learn lessons on national judgment
and the existence of hell in it. [Read Psalm 9:1-20.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. National Judgment (1-16)
1. we find many instances of God’s judgment on wicked nations in the Old Testament
a. in each case, the judgment is a physical calamity meant to avenge the oppressed
b. in each case, the righteous are led to a route of escape
c. in each case, the righteous are not deprived of eternal salvation because of national
affiliation
2. Sodom and Gomorrah, Egypt, Nineveh, Assyria, Babylon, Judah and Israel
a. as God prepared to doom Sodom for the wickedness and corruption that infected her, he
arranged to preserve the lone righteous family there, that of Lot (Genesis 19:1, 12-17, 24-25)
b. although, the entire city was judged, and the righteous faced the suffering of a hasty
removal, their souls were not doomed for the sins of others
3. the individuals who had brought this judgment upon Sodom did face punishment upon their
souls for their sin, though

B. Hell is Real (17-20)
1. in verse 17, David employs the Hebrew word “Sheol” which is translated, “Hades” in Greek
and oftentimes “Hell” in English
a. the word does not refer to the place of eternal punishment, but to the place where the spirits
of the dead go to await the day of judgment
b. both righteous and wicked dead go spiritually there
c. in fact, Jesus went there, when he gave up the ghost on the cross
d. from there, his spirit returned to his body to be resurrected from the tomb (Acts 2:25-28)
2. the souls of all those who have fallen asleep are there
a. those who sleep in Christ Jesus are in the same Paradise that the Lord promised the
penitent thief on the cross beside him and where Lazarus rested in Abraham’s bosom
b. those who reviled Jesus or rejected the gospel are across the great gulf fixed in torment as
are the rich man and, by implication, the other thief on the cross

II. Some Applications
A. National Governments

1. God has ordained that nations on earth be ruled by governments, for anarchy is a root of evil
and nothing good can come of it (Romans 13:1-7)

2. this does not mean that God is glorified by dictators like Hitler and Hussein, but that he has
ordained the principle of government, though men corrupt it like all his codes

3. when the people are wicked, the government soon follows and vice versa

4. if God chooses to eliminate that government, the souls of its constituents are not necessarily
doomed to eternal torment if they do justly themselves

B. Individual is Eternal
1. Calvinism foresees three judgments in the end
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a. a national judgment—God will separate the Christian nations from the heathen nations in
this first round, eliminating every citizen of the heathen nation no matter how he lived individually, but
merely because he was unfortunate to be born on the wrong side of the border

b. salvation or condemnation—then there will be a judgment for salvation or condemnation,
based on the individual’s response to the gospel call-those who professed faith will go to heaven,
regardless of what else they did and those who never got around to confessing Jesus will go to hell

c. level of heaven—round three will finally call a man’s works into account, landing him in the
section of heaven he has earned by his works, ranging from the wailing and resentful slum section of
heaven to the king of the world, wall to wall carpeting section of the great reward

3. all truly refer to the one judgment that will follow death or the return of Jesus and will be
based on one question—did you bow the knee before Jesus in life or not?

a. national judgment is based on the parable of sheep and goats (Matthew 25:31-33)

1. Jesus will separate the sheep from the goats, but there is no hint that there is any kind
of judgment left; rather the sheep go reward unconditionally and the goats to torment

2. if there are still two judgments left, the sheep will not all being going together to
heaven or even a happy section of heaven, according to the theory

3. God will separate sheep from goats—just men from wicked men, for eternal judgment
is individual not collective (Acts 10:34-35)

b. salvation or condemnation—this judgment is supposed to have nothing to do with works,
but not according to the inspired letter (Romans 2:4-11)

1. eternal life or tribulation and anguish are at stake here and how does God judge
2. in the same sense, God is separating the sheep from the goats in every nation,
according to whether or not they bowed the knee before Jesus morning, noon and night

c. finally, the theory admits judgment according to works, but now it assumes too much

1. it parrots the Roman system of salvation by meritorious works by promising the good
heaven only to a small group, while destining rest to a sad and resentful part of heaven

2. but the Bible does not allow for parceling out heaven in such a way; heaven is blessed
reward for all who people her streets of gold, there are no peon, no second class citizens, not beggars,
tramps or orphans

3. all will wear a crown of glory and surround God’s throne (see Second Timothy 4:8)

C. No Escape
1. there is no means to cross the Hadean gulf (Luke 16:19-31)
2. choose now which island you wish to inhabit—Paradise or Tartarus
3. he “will render to each one according to his deeds” (Second Corinthians 5:9-11)
4. when your days are finished there, Heaven or Hell await

Conclusion
The ninth psalm is a celebratory song following a military conquest worked by David’s hand and God’s
guide. We will learn lessons on national judgment and the existence of hell in it.
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Psalm 10: God Is In None of His Thoughts

Introduction

Many commentators feel that the tenth psalm is merely a continuation of the ninth; there are some
similarities in theme. The ninth dealt with God’s righteous judgment while the tenth calls for that
judgment upon the wicked oppressors of the earth. Still, the tenth is melodically independent of its
predecessor. The tenth psalm is a song that appeals to God’s mercy on the troubled of his service. It gives
us a stark insight into the mind of one who is an atheist, for all intents and purposes. The tenth psalm
reminds us that God is always watching over his people. [Read Psalm 10:1-18.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Why Do The Wicked Prosper? (1-2)
1. when the righteous suffer, they can often be heard to wonder why it is so when the wicked
obviously prosper
a. in reality, of course, not all wicked do prosper and not all righteous suffer so much
b. the fruits of sin in the world are also easily seen when criminals go to prison or execution,
when addicts are broken financially and emotionally and when gossips and slanderers are caught in their
schemes
2. the prosperity of the righteous cannot be measured in dollars and cents, though that is where
we most often look
a. it cannot be measured in freedom from the world’s trials
b. the prosperity of the righteous is measured by treasure in heaven
3. we would consider the affliction of Job and weep with him as all his earthly blessings are
stolen away by the devil
a. we look upon him as the poorest among men then, but why do we fail to see the spiritual
prosperity that sustained him through it all
b. truth is, Job was wealthy from chapter one to the conclusion

B. The Character of the Wicked (3-11)
1. verses 2-4 display the fact that this wicked oppressor is in reality an atheist, no matter what he
may say about believing God
2. he is proud when he looks upon the poor in means and finds a victim to increase his own
fortune
a. he plots to take from those who have little to lose
b. he cannot be touched with the sorrow or tears of the poor for pride and greed have seared
his conscience
3. he is boastful about his wealth, forgetting that all gifts come from God
a. he is ungrateful and full of himself, displaying his wealth as if he were its god and creator
b. boastfulness like this denies God, embarrasses one who has less and reveals a covetous and
nauseating greed
4. the psalmist says that you can see this character defect on his face
a. perhaps he looks down his nose at the rest of us or smirks when his scheme robs another
unfortunate; perhaps he walks among his victims with a despicable aloofness
b. one thing is clear—God is in none of his thoughts
c. his practice proves he does not believe in his heart that God has the slightest power over
him
5. it doesn’t take a member of the Forbes 400 to follow after his wicked man
a. anyone who boasts in his things can fall into his path
b. anyone who forgets that God is the giver of all good is prone to deny him this way
c. even one like most of us with relatively meager possessions daily sees someone with less—
do we look with pride upon them or flash our belongings in anticipation of sweet envy?

C. Appeal to God (12-18)
1. God hears and God heals
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2. God has vowed to wait until the day of judgment to repay the wicked for every sin he has
committed against heaven; so we must be willing to wait to see our oppressor repaid then too

3. God has promised to reward the righteous with wealth unparalleled in heaven for all eternity,
where moth and rust cannot destroy—be patient for life is indeed short but eternity is eternal

II. Some Applications
A. A Complicated Matter
1. we really wonder why God blesses those of his creation that do not honor him while he allows
the devil to afflict those that do
a. honestly, that is a complicated question
b. it involves how we perceive blessing and affliction—that material wealth is often the
greatest faith-destroyer of all, that difficult affliction like illness, poverty or grief often are the greatest
catalysts for a searcher
2. it is a fact of life, which we ordinarily accept, that God loves even the sinner
a. he created us all and has an equal desire that we all be happy and saved in heaven
b. he will bless all mankind physically and spiritually (Matthew 5:43-45)
3. but he will also judge all mankind, as Paul explained to Felix in Acts 24:15-16
a. then God will settle all accounts and eternally avenge his righteous of the oppression levied
by those who denied him (Second Thessalonians 1:3-10)
b. God commands that we stay our human hands from vengeance, lest we doom ourselves to
receiving his vengeance in that day (Romans 12:17-21)

B. Base and Immediate Gratification
1. verses 5-7 describe his base, almost animal desires, and his need to be fulfilled physically and
instantly
2. the righteous servants of God have said that as long as we make our stand with God, we shall
not be moved; this man makes his stand in his gold and silver and wicked imagination and fears no
adversity (Ephesians 1:3-6)
3. would any among us ever dare to say, “I shall never be in adversity”?
a. most of us would be rightly scared to death to even think such a thing
b. but again, when you scratch the surface of the wicked man’s prosperity, you open wide the
leprosy of spiritual adversity
4. this man thinks nothing of eternity, he spends his life in service of today and wastes his spirit
forever
5. our own society is obsessed with instant gratification, mortgaging tomorrow to pay for today—
we sell a lifetime of patience, selflessness, piety and eternity to borrow a moment of leisure and
amusement

C. Untrustworthy
1. the wicked man cannot be trusted—when he is patting you on the back, he is reaching for a
knife to insert there
2. he preys upon the helpless like a lion would stalk its quarry—he is the drug dealer, the child
molester, the abusive husband, the carjacker
3. but he is also the gossip, the factious, the false teacher (First John 3:11-15)
4. all these latter ones try to murder the souls of the innocent

D. No Fear of God
1. I always wonder when I see a tee shirt that has the phrase, “No Fear” emblazoned
2. does that mean what it implies?—no fear of anything, including God?
3. having no fear of God is spiritual suicide: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Proverbs 1:7).
4. the wicked believes that God will betray the oppressed, that he will overlook evil, that he
cannot identify every sinful act
a. God will not betray the oppressed, but will avenge them as we saw in Romans 12
b. God will not overlook evil, but calls all to repentance (see Acts 17:31)
c. God will call every thought, word and deed into accountability (Luke 12:1-5)
5. replace the “No Fear” tee shirts with “Fear him” attitudes
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E. Patience Rewarded
1. the wicked are caught in their own traps (Proverbs 1:10-19)
2. but beware, lest you unwittingly join them, for covetousness is the root of their actions (First
Timothy 6:6-10)
3. greed takes away the life of the coveter—it sucks him dry until his soul is forfeited

Conclusion
Be careful to make sure God is in all of your thoughts.
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Psalm 11: If The Foundations Are Destroyed

Introduction

The eleventh psalm is ascribed to the inspired pen of David in its title and its tone would support that.
However, the plot of this psalm lends us little insight into the event it records. Simply, the psalmist finds
himself surrounded by his enemies and his friends are encouraging him to retreat in terror for his life.
David refuses their counsel, saying that to flee would be tantamount to a vote of no confidence in God.
Psalm 11 is a poem of encouragement when we feel surrounded and that surrender would be the simplest
answer. [Read Psalm 11:1-7.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. When The Wicked Bend Their Bows (1-3)
1. as David writes, he sits amidst his friends—friends more concerned for his body’s safety than
that of his soul because David’s life seems doomed, most likely, because of King Saul
a. Saul had disobeyed God by doing the work of a priest and Samuel had pronounced his
removal from the throne
b. although David had been a valiant soldier and trusted confidante, Saul had lately begun to
look at the ruddy youth as a rival for his crown
c. the people had taken up a lyric about the two after the defeat of the Philistines (First
Samuel 18:6-9)
2. Samuel had anointed him to replace Saul, but when the two had first met, David had soothed
Saul’s depression and distress by playing music for him
3. after David became a war hero, David’s music only distressed the jealous king even more, and
he began to plot David’s murder (First Samuel 19:1-3, 8-10)
4. David’s friends suffered from a selfishness that overcomes us all at times
a. their greatest concern was keeping him around for their own benefit—Jonathan had become
his best friend and hundreds of oppressed Israelites were now following him in hopes of freedom
b. their selfishness led them to offer bad advice, that David should forsake his trust in God
and flee his pursuer, but David had always fought by faith and gained victory by trusting in the Lord
c. this is the young man, after all, who stood up to a giant and felled him with a single,
smooth stone and although Saul towered over David, his faith had already been tried and proven and he
was in no mind to give up that day
5. their advice was to flee like a bird into the mountains of Judea, with their caves and passes that
made hiding easy
a. his friends saw David as a man with his neck already in the noose; the wicked were poised
to kill him when he least expected it
b. David had had the chance to kill Saul secretly while he slept on more than one occasion,
but recognizing it to be sin, refused, even when his friends encouraged him to do it anyway (First Samuel
24:1-7)

B. The Lord is In His Holy Temple (4-7)
1. to the insult of God by his friends, David magnifies God and his power
2. he claims that he has nothing to fear for God is in his temple and upon his throne
a. verse 4 calls to mind the later prophecy of Habakkuk, a man who taught that the just shall
live by their faith
b. he too dealt with the same kind of wickedness that David’s followers hated—pride, lust,
greed, oppression, violence, worldliness and idolatry
c. Habakkuk answered the din of unrighteousness, complaint, terror and lack of confidence in
God: “But the LORD is in his holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before him” (Habakkuk 2:20).

II. Some Applications
A. How Can You Say That?
1. the advice of David’s counselors is tainted with a belief that God is powerless, and that the
righteous cannot trust him
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2. they ask, “If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?”” and imply that David
does not live in a society marked by righteous principles anymore and so he should not count on God to
preserve him

a. when truth is no longer respected by men, when justice is perverted by money and prestige,
when fraud and violence are the norm, when error marks the majority, when integrity and virtue are
mocked and character doesn’t matter

b. if those foundations of civilization are wrecked, doesn’t the house stand to fall as well

c. and if that is so, how can the righteous trust in the character of God to sustain them?

4. David answered this complaint in verse one—“In the Lord I put my trust”~how can you even
say such things to me?

a. sometimes that is the greatest form of peer pressure—not worldly friends actively trying to
persuade you to do evil, but the pervasive influence of living in a carnal world day after day, a place
where moral standards decline every time the sun goes down

b. that is what we are trying to resist (First Peter 4:1-5)

c. we are striving for to be transformed where the rest of the world is satisfied to be
conformed to the status quo (Romans 12:1-2)

B. His Scepter of Authority
1. though God’s hand of creation has been idle since the dawn of time, his scepter of authority
and justice thunders silently in the heavens at every moment
a. yes, his eyes behold everything; “For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the
whole earth, to show himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to him” (Second Chronicles
16:9).
b. the righteous are tried, that their faith might grow to the power and invincibility of David’s
(First Peter 1:5-9)
c. the wicked are simply overcome and destined for destruction
2. David concludes his defense of his confidence in the Lord by remarking that God is righteous
and he loves those who imitate him
a. those who are not overcome, even when society begins to break down and godly morality
is cast aside
b. those who don’t surrender, even when the devil appears to be winning
c. those who don’t imitate evil, simply because everyone else is doing it (First Peter 1:13-21)
3. respecting God’s scepter of authority means a determination to know his will and to do it, even
when it isn’t easy or popular (Ephesians 5:8-17)

C. If The Foundations Are Destroyed

1. the foundations are the principles of justice upon which Israel was founded—higher principles
than self-interest and carnal satisfaction, principles like justice, mercy and faith

2. when the pillars are toppled and the foundation is wrecked, the entire structure must crumble
and we witness this when any God-fearing community begins to soften its stance and indulge its weaker
elements (see Ezekiel 30:4)

3. the wicked take shots in the dark and the righteous and their convictions are often victimized—
what then can the righteous do; the wicked “have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk about
in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken” (Psalm 82:5).

4. the righteous must be consistent, persistent and faithful, applying Christ’s golden rule and
every other old-fashioned aspect of God’s will even when no one else does, “For no one can lay a
foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (First Corinthians 3:11).

5. even as our society’s foundation crumbles, the church can endure (Hebrews 10:32-39)

Conclusion
Be confident in the power of God to sustain his children.
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Psalm 12: Who Is Lord Over Us?

Introduction

Psalm 12 is called another psalm of David in its title. Again we know nothing of the events behind its
composition, save that it was a time of general depravity. Simply, David laments the fact that men cannot
be taken at their word and the innocent are suffering from it. We will hear David’s complaint, study God’s
promise to arise in protection and finally hear a timeless proverb. [Read Psalm 12:1-8.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. The Godly Man Ceases (1-2)
1. the faithful were clinging to that description while rejecting its force by the way they spoke
and acted
2. they were guilty of idle words
a. making promises they had no intention of keeping
b. making guarantees they knew were fraudulent, just to seal a sale
c. taking oaths they knew were false and speaking just to conquer the silence
3. they used flattery to deceive people into believing lies, playing on pride and arrogance and
compromising honor
4. they spoke every word from a double heart
a. have you seen the symbol for the stage, the masks depicting comedy and tragedy (one
smiling, the other frowning)
b. that is the idea of a double heart, displaying whatever is most convenient and profitable for
the moment

B. The Lord Arises (3-7)
1. listen to these formerly godly people now tempt God to destroy them
2. they did not become so arrogant overnight; it was gradual
a. one successful deception made the process look all the more attractive the next time
b. finally, deception and compromise are the tools of the trade and honesty is abandoned
c. a searing pride develops and anesthetizes this man from feeling any pricks of conscience or
evidence of a faith now forlorn

C. Exalting Vileness (8)
1. “Righteousness exalts a nation but sin is a reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34).
2. when sin is upheld by a nation, it is doomed
3. nations can survive economic collapse and bounce back, but never moral collapse (consider
USA after Great Depression versus Rome after Caesar’s debauchery)

II. Some Applications
A. Compromise
1. the art of compromise is one highly developed and esteemed in our country; from Henry Clay
to George Mitchell, compromise is seen as the truest test of statesmanship, but God would never be called
the Great Compromiser, for he stands rock solid and never even bends, let alone breaks; “For I the Lord
do not change” (Malachi 3:6, ESV).
2. we live in an age of religious compromise, once sacred beliefs are now being cast onto the ash
heap of narrow mindedness just so we can all get along
a. to get along with science, Pope John Paul II and New York’s John Cardinal O’Connor
ceded the argument over creation to the Darwinist hypothesis
b. to get along with modern life, Baylor University rescinded its ban on dancing and let the
good times roll
c. to get along with intellectuals, the Jesus Seminar has stripped Jesus of his divine
conception, his deity, his crucifixion, his resurrection, his ascension and even his very words
d. to get along with the plunging moral level of its target audience, Protestantism has
amended the New Testament, canceling God’s word on marriage, divorce, homosexuality and gambling
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e. to reach that audience, many churches of Christ have taken up the mantra of tolerance for
all these and many more and adopted the denominations’ emotional appeals and influences
3. leave it to the devil to dishonor truth by perverting love and forbearance into apathy and the
tolerance and approval of sin; James condemned this kind of hypocrisy (James 2:8-18)
4. in the face of religious diversity and surrender, it is up to us to stand fast (Philippians 1:27-30)

B. God Still Has His 7000
1. if we were transported to David’s time, it might have sounded like a bad science fiction movie
to us—almost one by one, the faithful and just were disappearing
a. oh, they were still around, but their faithfulness was missing and had been somehow
snatched
b. as David searched the court each day, it seemed fewer and fewer of his counselors were
men of noble minds
c. complaints of corruption in the marketplace were growing and the number of poor was
increasing with every census
2. David begins to wonder, like Elijah, if he alone is left
a. after the prophet had executed all of wicked Jezebel’s false prophets, she put a bounty on
his head and made him a hunted fugitive (First Kings 19:4-10)
b. Elijah feels isolated and solitary while those who were once called faithful thunder
headlong into sin (First Kings 19:11-18)
1. Elijah was moved by the strong wind of law breaking, terrified by the earthquake of
irreverence, saddened by the fire of idolatrous murder
2. but until now, he did not appreciate the still small voice of God that promises all have
not bowed to the devil; you are not alone at all
3. in spite of our relatively small numbers—when compared to the world or even to the creeds of
Christendom—we are never alone or outnumbered when we are on God’s side (Hebrews 13:5-6)

C. No Disapproval of Evil
1. perhaps we are not of the kind to compromise truth verbally
2. perhaps we find our security in silently letting evil win
a. in 1994, then Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders said in a Methodist church in Austin, “It is
time for ministers to stop moralizing from the pulpit.”
b. I think many already had—who preaches against the lottery (gambling), dancing
(licentiousness), little white lies (falsehood), divorce without ground of adultery (fornication)?
3. if we find ourselves in a pit of iniquity, it is our own fault, for we never complained like David
did
a. we never held anyone accountable for selling sin to our children
b. we never said a word to put the devil on the defensive (James 4:7-10)
4. compromise can be as simple and silent as refusing to object when evil threatens, refusing to
rebuke when evil is winning, refusing to reflect when evil must be rolled back (Romans 14:20-23, Second
John 7-11)

Conclusion
We may pray for truth, but a hypocritical double heart will betray us.
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Psalm 13: How Long, O Lord?

Introduction

Psalm 13 is a poem from the hand of David to the heart of God which reveals the nature of deep despair
and the way it is relieved in the Lord. In the span of 108 words, the psalmist goes from the nadir of
depression to the zenith of renewal. David teaches us about enduring confidence in God, even as he
learns the lesson himself. Though his salvation is primarily a temporal one as he writes, the eternal lesson
rings clear to us today as well. [Read Psalm 13:1-6.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Will You Forget Me Forever (1-2)
1. David makes four complaints to the Lord
a. how long will you forget me?
b. how long will you hide your face from me?
c. how long must I search my own soul for answers?
d. how long will my enemy be exalted over me?
2. the questions to the Lord reveal just how low he has sunk
a. whatever his trial was, David’s faith was shaken by it
b. this happens to just about everybody somewhere along the line, even a man after God’s
own heart is not invulnerable
3. David has borne with this adversity for some time now, expecting relief, but finding little
a. he begins to wonder if his prayers are dissolving into the air like incense
b. he is haunted by the past, fearful of the future and paralyzed by doubt in the present

B. Enlighten My Eyes (3-4)
1. David was undoubtedly concerned about persecutors taking his physical life; today men rarely
face that threat
2. but what a truth concerning eternity
a. unless one’s eyes are opened and the light of Christ shines in, all that remains is the restless
sleep of eternal death
b. Jesus came to enlighten the world about the plan of redemption (John 1:4-9, 3:19-21)
3. this gospel light has the power to illuminate a change in people (Acts 26:17-19)
a. the light proves the separation of the righteous from the wicked
b. on one side is darkness, Satan, unbelief, condemnation
c. on the other is light, God, faith, and forgiveness
d. the light is shining here today, not by virtue of the sun which is turned away from us half
the time, nor by the electric lights above that are subject to being extinguished, but by Jesus, the light of
the world

C. I Will Sing to the Lord (5-6)
1. David has always followed God and we are now followers of Christ
2. we have faced many temptations and trials and our victories over them have always been
effected by trust
3. at the heart of patience and perseverance is trust, an element of faith that is vital to it being
proven genuine (Jeremiah 17:7-8)

II. Some Applications
A. The Answer

1. David had spent time searching the walls of his own soul for the answer, and not surprisingly,
it was not there

2. though his patience had held so far, it was beginning to waver also

3. David is the picture of a man who is persevering, but feels like he is almost at the breaking
point

4. s0 he cries out to the Lord for reinforcement
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B. Dealing With Adversity
1. dealing with adversity can be taxing on both patience and trust
2. what the devil cannot accomplish immediately, he attempts to do with consistent pressure
a. few men could chop down a tree with one whack of an ax, but just about any tree can be
broken with repeated blows
b. the devil may go for it all with a severe test, but with a Christian who perseveres, he will
simply keep the pressure on, hoping to finally break the will of the saint
3. instead, we must learn to bear with trouble as good servants of Christ Jesus, even as slaves had
to bear with wicked masters in New Testament times (First Peter 2:19-23)
a. we must learn not to complain in self-pity to the God who sacrificed his only son to buy us
back to the slavery to sin which we entered willfully (see First Corinthians 10)
b. only through faith and patience is our reward attained (Hebrews 6:9-12)
4. self-reliance is folly (Jeremiah 10:23-24)

C. The Enemy
1. in the end, we have only one real enemy, the devil who lives in darkness, who entices men to
step into his realm and gorge themselves on his enticements and become his slaves
2. his power hypnotizes men and women and dooms them to the restless sleep of death
3. amidst the stench of damnation, Satan crafts his wicked schemes and rejoices when another
soul stumbles into his snare
4. of this we are forewarned, “lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of
his devices” (Second Corinthians 2:11)
a. the devil’s greatest ploy is to wear a Christian down over time, so expect that
b. you don’t have to give in today, as long as you are weakened a little before tomorrow
c. at this point, we witness David going to God in prayer; we learn the lesson of revival and
renewal (Second Corinthians 4:16-18)

D. Salvation
1. we do not take a firm hand upon eternal salvation until the final day of judgment, hence we are
only now heirs of that promise
a. heirs by the work of the cross in which we trust (Titus 3:4-7)
b. heirs by initial obedience to the gospel (Galatians 3:26-29)
2. still, being an heir of eternal life has blessing now, too (First Timothy 4:8-10)
3. count the blessings you have in this life and compare them to your woes
4. weigh eternal glory against momentary humiliation
5. renew your confidence in the Lord

Conclusion

When your burdens seem greatest, look to the Lord and the power of his light in your life and realize your
blessedness.
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Psalm 14: The Fool Has Said In His Heart, “There is No God”

Introduction

The fourteenth psalm was written by David in an unknown time. The text of this psalm could readily
apply to most any era of mankind in reality. In it, God takes a close look at humanity as he did in Noah’s
day and finds it wanting for the most part. Psalm 14 attacks the notion of private, practical atheism. What
is said on the lips does not always match what is uttered in the inner recesses of the heart. There, God
alone sees and judges. [Read Psalm 14:1-7.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Practical Atheism—Religion of the World (1-3)
1. despite all the evidence, Jehovah God has always been doubted
a. Pharaoh doubted him and paid with the blood of his Egyptian children
b. Goliath doubted him and paid with his head
c. but, more importantly, Ananias and Sapphira doubted him and paid with their lives (Acts
5:1-11)
2. Pharaoh and Goliath were willing to utter the oath and lift their hands against Jehovah for they
doubted him so completely
3. but Ananias and Sapphira were Christians who would never have said anything against the
Lord, but nonetheless committed a crime against him that betrayed a faithless heart

B. Uneasy Life of the Atheist (4-6)
1. even the most avowed atheist can suffer from a pang of fear that perhaps he is mistaken
2. especially when he looks at the righteous, who though they suffer for their beliefs, possess a
contentment that surpasses the comprehension of the atheist (Philippians 4:7-12)
3. the atheist must wonder how he can feel so empty inside while the Christian looks so filled
(Ephesians 5:15-18)

C. Restoration (7)
1. an empty soul will never be filled by pseudo-science or a government initiative
2. the redeemer came to earth and led men to be converted and restored to blessing (Matthew
5:1-12, 18:1-4)
3. only by seeking restoration of the soul to God will the spirit of man be quickened (Acts
3:19-21)

II. Some Applications
A. The Lord’s Gaze
1. in the Hebrew here is the idea that the Lord bent over to take a close look at humanity to
discern its condition
2. what he saw was much like what he saw in Genesis 6:5-8
3. the world was filled with three types of people
a. godless, wicked complete atheists who troubled the innocent and shamelessly blasphemed
the throne of their creator (atheists all the time)
b. people who would never utter a word against God who nonetheless chose to live almost
completely without him (practical atheists most of the time)
c. his people, struggling to do right, but failing at times and falling into the same folly as the
rest (practical atheists sometimes)
4. the Lord sees no one who is perfect, though he does see a man after his own heart, David, just
as he had seen Noah, who found grace in his eyes

B. All Sin
1. it is an undisputed fact—all sin and need to be bought back from iniquity (Romans 3:21-26)
2. among men, there is no distinction to be made regarding sinlessness for all become guilty
sooner or later
3. still, a distinction arises in how man handles the knowledge of his sin
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4. the faithful, like Noah, seek God’s mercy and to begin a life by faith while the rest resist
(Romans 8:1-8)

C. Signs Gnaw at Him
1. God has filled the world with signs of his abiding presence, with reminders that at any moment
he can part the clouds and peer through the heavens at his handiwork, even into the silent hearts of men
2. all creation sings a chorus of praise to its designer—the melodic tune of the robin whose flight
defies humanity, the soft fragrance of the rose concealed amidst its delicate petals, the stately grandeur of
the oak tree whose life is renewed each spring, the rushing of the river and the currents of the sea, the
stars that flicker in the night sky, the sun that rules the day, from the mountains to the valleys, each sings
his part and lends his voice in praise (Job 12:9-10)
a. when the atheist sees the great portrait of George Washington, he congratulates Gilbert
Stuart on the masterpiece
b. when he views The Thinker, he is amazed at Rodin’s precision
c. when he visits a home designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, he wonders at the bizarre
machinations of such a mind
d. surely, when the atheist examines the human body or the methodical paths of the sea and
space, he should search for their designer to praise as well
3. this gnaws at his soul because he resists the Holy Spirit who is convicting him of his unbelief
(Romans 1:18-22)
4. professing to be scientists, they rejected fact for hypothesis and worshiped at its withered feet
5. just as sad is a Christian who does not live by faith, but falls into practical atheism

D. Signs of Practical Atheism

. infrequent or heartless prayer (First Thessalonians 5:16-18)

. sporadic assembling habits (Hebrews 10:24-26)

. dusty Bibles and class books (First Timothy 4:12-14a)

. lack of brotherly concern and deeds (Philippians 2:3-4)

. false repentance as sins are repeated (First John 1:9)

. seared conscience when rebuke is rejected (Ephesians 4:17-19)

. unfocused worship habits as the mind drifts (First Corinthians 14:15)
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E. Edification and Diligence
1. to that wayward Christian, Jesus calls to renewed commitment (Hebrews 12:14-17)
2. to begin to truly live by faith

Conclusion

Let us examine our own lives to ensure that we are living by faith and not acting like we do not believe,
remembering the pilgrims who said they believed but behaved like they did not.
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Psalm 15: Abiding In The Lords House

Introduction

Once again, our psalmist is King David of Israel. Many of his earlier psalms were written in the depths of
anguish and fear, but this one is a ray of sunlight instead. David asks the vital question to every man’s
eternity—Who may dwell with God? That is, who may have fellowship with him and be welcome in the
Lord’s presence? The answer shows us ten principles which divide the just from the unjust and the saved
from the lost. [Read Psalm 15:1-5.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Fellowship With God (1)
1. the tabernacle was the temporary, mobile structure in which God was served in early Old
Testament times
2. David wonders who may enter this place in which the presence of God in felt so keenly and
warmly and who may actually take up abode with him
3. but the question has even greater bearing in our new covenant era

B. The Answer (2-5)
1. Jesus gave us the key to attaining fellowship with God in John 8:30-32
a. hear his words, believe them and abide it them
b. the truth of his preaching is that which frees one from the world and joins him to God
2. many in the world think that preaching obedience is at odds with preaching love
a. that idea, allowed to fester, leads to patent disobedience in the name of showing just how
much one loves God; shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?
b. it breaks down the word of God until it is erased from memory
c. but nothing could be further from the truth (First John 2:3-6)
d. obedience to the Master is the purest sign of love and reverence while disobedience betrays
a calloused, selfish heart
3. God’s approval is founded upon this obedient love

II. Some Applications
A. Approved of By God
1. the basis of David’s question is same as great New Testament query, “What must [ do to be
saved?”
2. it implies the same righteous desire to abide in the presence of God and be filled with his spirit
3. without such a hope, no man can be saved
4. but we still do not have the answer, for it is not within a man to direct his own steps
a. for several years after Jesus’s ascension back into heaven, his gospel message was going
almost exclusively to the Jews
1. the apostles assumed that this was to be the case forever, until a man named Cornelius
sent for Peter, who had just experienced a vision from God concerning the cleanness of all races
2. when Peter and Cornelius met at the Gentile’s home, it was not long at all before Peter
recognized the answer to David’s question (Acts 10:34-43)
b. God’s approval is not predicated upon one’s race or nationality or heredity, rather it is
founded upon one’s response to the power and edict of Jehovah—faith and obedience

B. Love of One’s Fellow Man
1. David tells us further that only those who show kindness to their fellow man can be at home
with God (Mark 12:28-34)
2. a man who loves his neighbor as himself will treat him as he would want to be treated himself;
a. he will not backbite his neighbor with his tongue
1. one who uses slander, gossip and reproach to attack his neighbor behind his back is
nothing but an unloving coward
2. he lacks the courage and kindness to show the man his fault directly and privately so
that it may be healed (Matthew 18:15)
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3. instead he takes perverse pride in magnifying one’s shame, uncovering it as Noah’s
4. there is no seat in heaven for such a person
b. he will do no evil to his neighbor (Romans 13:8-10)
1. love should restrain us from all evil and incite us to do all good
2. we should ever care for the interests of those around us
c. he will not reproach his friend
1. the rumor mill is constantly grinding, but it depends upon human hands to keep it
spinning; malice of a rumor should be anathema to our hands and cause us to throw a stop to the works
2. a true friend and neighbor does not help kindle the fire, but dampens it with love and
respect; even if the rumor is true, the proper step is to help correct the fault, not humiliate him

C. Honor

1. the one whom God approves knows the difference between the wicked and the righteous and
he honors the latter while making clear his displeasure in the former

2. in our society, we do just the opposite many times, heaping praise and treasure upon vile
entertainers and celebrities while casting aspersion and scorn upon zealous Christians striving to protect
their children and their nation from degeneracy

3. our attitude to evil should be avoidance and disdain (Ephesians 5:11-12, First Thessalonians
5:22)

D. Integrity
1. the man approved of God is true to his word, even when keeping a promise will damage him
a. the Jews had gotten into the habit of making oaths with no intention of keeping them,
swearing by something they considered common and therefore non-binding
b. Paul taught that any promise is binding (Ephesians 4:25)
c. one’s reputation is on the line and often, so is that of the faith if one of its own becomes
known for prevarication (Colossians 4:5-6)
2. he is fair with those who seek his help, not exacting excessive interest on loans nor making
judgments in favor of the highest bidder
3. the man whose head is not turned to evil or selfishness by personal convenience or gain is
worthy to dwell on God’s holy hill

E. Security
1. so often forgotten is the requirement that one abide in the faith that saved him and keep the
word and grow in grace
2. if we depart from truth, we are no longer disciples indeed; we are apostates and we have no

hope

3. an abiding obedient faith keeps hope alive (Second Peter 1:10-11)

4. if we keep ourselves in God’s favor, God can keep us until the end (Jude 20-25)
Conclusion

We can have fellowship with God by faith and obedience which complete love.
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Psalm 16: Preserve Me, O God

Introduction

Psalm 16 is identified in its heading as a Michtam of David. A Michtam is translated as a golden psalm or
tablet. The sixteenth psalm has a special distinction, for it holds more promise for the life that is to come
than for David’s present distress. Psalm 16 is a song of thanksgiving to God that reaffirms David’s
complete trust in the Lord. The King’s confidence is an inspiration to saints of all ages, but of special note
are the messianic implications of the final part, of which both Paul and Peter quote to prove the power of
Christ’s death and the truth and lasting lesson of his resurrection. [Read Psalm 16:1-11.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Preserve Me (1-8)
1. that phrase has been on the dollar bill since its first printing to signify a general national
confidence in the Creator
2. I am pleased that it appears on our money, but I find more solace in David’s words, for they are
the words of one individual soul, the largest group that will appear before God for a common judgment—
one soul at a time
3. in fact, no country can make such a general boast and be certain that it will hold, but any man
can make the decision to put life and soul in the hands of Jesus
a. as Hannah lent Samuel to the Lord, so must each man lend himself today
b. the commitment that we make in terms of life and destiny is more valuable than gold and
must be deemed irrevocable

B. Raise Me (9-11)
1. David’s hope was more than contentment in this life; it was for glory in the next and last life
that is eternity
2. because of his confidence in God his heart could be glad, his glory joyous and his flesh secure
3. all because God was perceived to be reigning over his life at his right hand
4. what can we expect if God is with us?

II. Some Applications
A. Evil Companions
1. David had a good habit of surrounding himself with friends and family who revered God just
as much as he did, who always considered Jehovah to be a higher authority than their king
2. for this reason was Nathan nearby when the king required stern, merciless rebuke instead of a
“yes-man” who would have rubber stamped all the evil the king considered (Psalm 119:63)
a. when one man places his trust for preservation in the hands of Jesus, he should and will
find courage in the association with those of like precious faith
b. this is fellowship, one of the most beautiful and smeared words in our language—it is a
sharing of a spiritual sense of fraternity
c. when we choose to associate ourselves with like-minded saints, we give our faiths a gift of
support and deny them the curse of stumbling blocks
d. rather than being unequally yoked with the unbelievers in the unfruitful works of darkness,
we lift up the hands of the faithful (First Corinthians 15:33)

B. Blessings of Christ’s Resurrection
1. this passage is Messianic, in that it prophesies of the Savior
a. were it not for the unfolding of the New Testament, this might be hard to comprehend, but
the apostles clearly connect Jesus with these psalms and make it plain to us
b. though David writes, Jesus is the distant object of his pen
2. on the day of Pentecost, Peter preached to the men of Israel from this very text we are using
today
a. he reminded his audience of the miracles that followed Jesus wherever he went and the
startling fact that they had murdered this man
b. and in Acts 2:24 he introduces a fundamental tenet of the Christian faith (Acts 2:24-28)
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c. David was not writing about himself in particular, but clearly about the Messiah and as
Peter reflected on Psalm 16, he saw the resurrection of Jesus foretold plainly and now made full

d. furthermore, his resurrection placed him squarely on the throne of his kingdom (Acts
2:29-33)

3. Paul quotes the second and sixteenth psalm (Acts 13:26-41)

a. the preacher chastises those who read the psalm and yet cannot connect it with Jesus,
whose tomb was discovered empty on the third day after his execution

b. the resurrection of this just man is the gospel-glad tidings that the promise made to the
patriarchs concerning universal blessing was now fulfilled for their children

c. God had begotten Jesus, not created him, but resurrected him from the dead (Hebrews
1:1-5)

C. Through This Man

1. Paul told his audience in Antioch that through the resurrected Christ was God’s grace now
preached

2. that the blood of Jesus would do what the blood of bulls and goats could not—provide for the
true remission of sins and justify man to stand in God’s presence

3. salvation is through Christ Jesus (Mark 12:28-34 and Second Timothy 1:12)

4. is there any saint here that does not believe Jesus was raised from the dead?—let’s read on; is
there any outside Christ who does believe he was raised from the dead?-read on, too and be prepared to
confess your faith in just a moment

D. The Resurrection of Souls
1. hear Paul once more (First Corinthians 15:1-8, 12)
a. it defies science to believe that any body can be raised from the dead and so many have
trouble believing it
b. can Christianity and saving faith be made compatible with such a worldly perspective?—
No!
c. rejecting Christ’s resurrection is a lethal strike against faith (First Corinthians 15:16-19)
d. without the begetting of Christ, his resurrection to life, there is no extension of mercy and
no forgiveness of sins
2. but we assert that Jesus did rise (First Corinthians 15:20, 50-57)
a. Christ was the first fruits of the resurrection, the first raised to never die again
b. we shall follow him in time and order when the last trumpet sounds and put on an
incorruptible, immortal form, out of the icy grasp of death, which sting will be removed and strength will
be completely atrophied
c. when the souls of the redeemed rise from their earthen tombs in that day, the final victory
will have been won over Satan and victory will belong to the Lord and his saints
3. a final word (First Corinthians 15:58)

Conclusion

If there be a Christian here who doubted the resurrection of Jesus, I hope that the scriptures changed your
mind. If not, surely your faith is shaken and you feel most pitiable today.
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Psalm 17: Hear a fust Cause

Introduction

The title of Psalm 17 describes it as a prayer of David. We read as the king searches his heart and pleads
his case before the highest court, that of God in heaven. David appears as the accused, the defendant,
while Satan and his cohort stand ready to prosecute him, but David turns the tables and files a counter suit
against the tempter. Psalm 17 is a picture of God’s examination of his servants one by one and the need
for regular self-examination. David appears as a righteous man but wisely prays for God’s deliverance in
the face of persecution and temptation. He waits until the final judgment is revealed for his ultimate
deliverance. [Read Psalm 17:1-15.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Examination (1-5)
1. in school, examination time is the hardest and most hated week of the year
a. it requires so much preparation and concentration that other things must be given lower
priority
b. but examinations are a necessary hardship, for they prove once and for all exactly how
much the student knows and is capable of
c. it proves how much effort he has expended and how badly he really wants to pass
2. in like manner, Christianity is a religion that demands constant examination, because without
preparation we will be doomed in the day of judgment

B. Nestled Under God’s Wing (6-14)
1. David understands the world to be composed of two classes—the just and the unjust
2. he sees himself in the former and prays that God will protect him from the latter
3. by inspiration, he calls the just the apple of God’s eye and hopes that the Lord would gather
them under his wing and protect them
a. David is abbreviating a longer discourse on this hope from Deuteronomy 32:10-12
b. put more literally, the apple of one’s eye is the tiny reflection of another person in the pupil
of one’s eye
c. and the pupil of the eye is among the most vulnerable and yet most wisely protected parts
of the body
d. for this type of protection, David prays and hopes that God will hover around him and us

C. Wait (15)
1. after praying a Mosaic age prayer for vengeance, David speaks on our behalf again
2. he anticipates gladly a future day when complete and eternal relief will come
3. after suffering great loss and agony and being advised to curse God and die, Job thinks of what
comes after death (Job 14:14)
a. come what may, we all must wait for that day when God calls and we must answer
b. until then, we patiently persevere and simply, wait

II. Some Applications
A. God’s Examination
1. God has provided in this life a number of pop quizzes, to challenge our hearts and minds and
bodies to prove if we are stable in our faith and not wavering toward the failure sought by our accuser
2. consider the inevitability of temptations and trials as taught by James (James 1:2-11)
a. the burning heat of hardship will beat down on every Christian’s faith
b. to sustain one’s confidence in times of trial, wisdom is required to overcome and choose
the proper response
c. the man destined to overcome is he who approaches God and begs for that wisdom with no
doubt that the Lord can provide it
d. as the devil intensifies the heat of the moment, God’s wisdom works even harder in the
breast of man and the flower of innocence is preserved in its sturdy roots
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e. then the heat of the failed trial subsides and a new blossom has been added to the faith of
that man—patience, the joyous product of a trial endured and the perfection and completeness of God’s
examination (Romans 5:1-5)

B. Self-Examination
1. if the day of judgment is the very first time we ever think about our souls or as Christians, the
first time we check to see if we are truly living the right way, we are in big trouble
2. Paul demands that each saint regularly examine his footing (Second Corinthians 13:5-6)
a. in any foot race, there is the danger of disqualification
b. the life of man is a foot race, a marathon, that necessitates each runner examine his steps
along the way, lest he mistakenly take a false route and forfeit the crown at the tape
c. make sure you are staying on the right track, for as we grow older in the faith, we can
sometimes change our perceptions of things gradually and be led astray
d. look for Jesus within you, not with a stethoscope, but the honest, searching, desperate eye
of faith (First John 2:3-6)

C. We Likewise Trust Him
1. this confidence is a major part of seeking the wisdom that gets us through trial
2. without confidence like David’s, we are double-minded and are doomed to being tossed and
rocked by every hardship that comes along
3. Peter says that, “the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the
unjust under punishment for the day of judgment” (Second Peter 2:9)
a. when smart enough to seek God’s wisdom under trial, one can discover the route of escape
(First Corinthians 10:12-13)
1. if you think you are strong enough to go it on your own, you are doomed
2. no temptation is new or exclusive to you and others have proven it can be overcome
3. God will never allow there to be a temptation that cannot be resisted; there is no such
thing as an irresistible enticement
4. with each temptation is a corresponding means of escape
b. armed with this knowledge, we work a little harder to find it and persevere (Revelation
2:10)

D. Waiting
1. we wait like Job (James 5:1-11)
2. our change will come and it will be good if we have survived our periodic examinations and
regularly tested ourselves to be sure (First John 3:2)

Conclusion

Test yourselves now. If you are not in the faith, come to Jesus to be baptized or to repent of taking the
wrong road away from the cross.
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Psalm 18: 1 Will Love You, O Lord

Introduction

The eighteenth psalm is yet another work of David. The heading, added in antiquity, says that he “spoke
to the Lord the words of this song on the day that the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies
and from the hand of Saul.” This song is one issuing from a thankful heart, just as trial subsides and
victory is certain. Its words reflect a definite Mosaic lifestyle in that the writer prays for the defeat of his
enemies and is able to boast in his accomplishments. We can do neither of these things in our Christian
age. We will focus on David’s description of his Lord in verses 1-3. [Read Psalm 18:1-50.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. David’s Condition (1-27)
A. Constant War and Rebellion

1. David’s rise to power and his entire reign were marked by constant battle, internal and
external

2. truly there was no rest for this weary man as his physical torments from rival nations and
men caused his heart much pain

3. we have a way of dismissing emotional suffering in others by saying, “it is all in his
head”—but often it is not; there is some real reason for emotional tug-of-war

B. David’s Power (28-50)
1. David recognized early in life that if he were to be happy, God would have to be more than his
co-pilot, but would have to pilot him all the way
2. in war or peace, joy or misery, courage or fear, David always sought out Jehovah
3. and when each trial was borne satisfactorily, he turned back to God to give thanks
4. these initial three verses set the tone for a song of gratitude from clay to potter

II. Some Applications
A. “I Will Love You, O Lord ...”
1. it would seem to be inevitable that we would love God and yet many religious people resent
God more than they love him
a. God is considered by many to be the mean, restrictive parent who is just too hard on us
b. in that sense, we are much like children, unable to see all the good our Father does for us,
just as kids cannot understand the benefits of rules and correction until they are parents themselves
2. but understand we will never be in God’s role, so we must come to comprehend the scope and
intent of his law and correction now or miss him altogether
3. I believe that God is eminently lovable, though (Mark 12:28-34)
a. until I got off on my own, I did not understand my parent’s rules nor why they disciplined
me as [ refused to discipline myself
b. now [ am older and see as an adult and have put away childish things and I comprehend
why they did what they did
4. loving God means doing his will from sunup to sundown (Second John 4-6)
a. and we must be careful that our good deeds and words emanate from likewise good hearts
and not from a self-serving, ostentatious attitude (Luke 12:37-42)
b. our obedience to the will of God should be like David’s, because we love him

B. The Lord, My Strength
1. no matter how strong you are physically, there is always somebody tougher
2. if we had to fight our way into heaven, few of us would make it
a. but in the body of Christ, the frailest little old lady can be the strongest in faith of all
b. because it is the Lord who grants his strength to his children (Colossians 1:9-14)
1. by the power of God and according to study and knowledge and exhortation, we are
strengthened
2. even in physical need, the Christian has power above the biggest man (Philippians
4:12-13)
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3. even in temptation, the grace of God lends strength (Second Corinthians 12:7-10)

C. Rock, Fortress, Stronghold
1. when [ was little, we liked to play cowboys and Indians up on the hillside of my town
a. the cowboys would set up a fort and the Indians would try to ambush it
b. invariably, the cowboys would fire down on the invaders and shoot them all dead
c. it was as much fun being an Indian as a cowboy!
2. the cowboys always won because they had a fort and were elevated above danger in a strongly
held position
a. although the body of a Christian is often bludgeoned by life and his spirit can take may
hits, that eternal soul is safe if it is kept in the stronghold of God’s hand (John 10:27-29)
b. no one can snatch you from that stronghold, but like the lone coward at the Alamo, you can
depart if you choose (Jude 20-21)

D. Shield and Horn of Salvation

1. God has provided the Christian soldier with a suit of armor, including a shield (Ephesians 6:16)
a. like those Indians, the devil and his minion are aiming trials and hardships right at us
b. but we are not defenseless; faith is a shield that causes those arrows to fall harmlessly to

the ground when we choose to lift it before our hearts (First John 5:4)

2. by faith, we must resist our tempter, making a true effort to overcome (First Peter 5:8-9)
a. when you sense temptation, lift the shield by meditation and study
b. when you feel trial of sorrow, lift the shield by prayer
c. when you see persecution coming, lift the shield in labor

Conclusion

Our God is all the things David noted and more. In him, you can be saved and kept until your heavenly
reward is gained.
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Psalm 19: The Heavens Declare The Glory of God

Introduction

The heavens declare the glory of God, writes David in the nineteenth psalm. While the twenty-third is the
most famous, the nineteenth is the best kept secret in the collection. From it has sprung one of our
favorite hymns and an abiding fount of comfort and praise. The nineteenth psalm combines at once
theology and poetic beauty as few other works can. We learn first of God’s natural revelation that
surrounds man all the time and compels him to glorify its maker. Then David points us deeper into the
revelation of God in the Holy Scriptures before giving us his example in responding to the searching of
the soul. [Read Psalm 19:1-14.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Creation’s Symphony (1-6)
1. one of the terrible things about getting older is that you begin to take ubiquitous things for
granted
a. children marvel at the stars and are excited when the moon rises before it gets completely
dark; every trip to the zoo is the greatest thing ever
b. children marvel at the natural beauty all around us while we stick our noses in the
newspaper and balance sheets
c. we don’t listen like they do, when they hear the roar of an ocean wave for the first time or
behold thunder and lightning
d. the lion’s growl is not as loud to us, nor is the bird’s song as melodic
2. when someone begins to doubt God, I wonder if it is in part because he has stopped listening
and watching God’s creation
a. God made all the little stars that twinkle, twinkle and the cow and the moon, though the
former can’t really leap over the latter
b. he made both the lion and lamb, who each symbolize our Savior
¢. God made the sea and set its limits, planted the flowers and perfumed them and taught the
birds to sing and to soar
3. and all this goes on under the sun every day, that strong man who runs his race from east to
west and kisses the land with life
4. all creation is performing a symphony of praise roundabout us each day—the flowers provide
the scent, the birds the melody, the rain and the waves and rivers provide the beat, the thunder adds the
bass and the animals speak to us in four parts and more (Job 12:7-9)

B. Scriptural Revelation (7-11)
1. verses 7-9 introduce a series of concepts, each nearly synonymous
2. the law, testimony, statutes, commandment, fear and judgments of God are perfect, sure, right,
pure, clean, true and righteous
3. moreover they have great power to effect a beneficial change in a man

C. Responding to the Evidence (12-14)
1. to root out errors, secret faults and presumptuous sins
2. to cleanse away the blemishes of sin and inaugurate a reality of innocence before God

II. Some Applications
A. Sweetness of Truth
1. the psychologist’s office is filled with people seeking peace who cannot find it and who would
never think to look in the word of God
2. yet here is promised a sweetness of knowledge unparalleled by honey, a wealth unmatched by
all the gold in Fort Knox
3. God’s word is sweet but powerful
a. God’s word can convert the soul (Second Corinthians 7:9-11, Acts 3:19-20)
b. it gives the simple wisdom (First Corinthians 1:18-25)
¢c. God’s word brings joy to the heart (First Peter 1:3-9)
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d. it enlightens the eyes (First John 1:5-7, Ephesians 5:8-17)
e. it endures forever (First Peter 1:22-25)

B. Acceptable Service

1. words and meditation—praise, exhortation, evangelism and prayer, study and contemplation of
nobler things—are a pleasing aroma to God

2. all in all, our maker is our strength and means of redemption

3. and these rich nuggets of God’s grace bring us both warning and promise, for without the
former we will lose the latter (Philippians 3:7-14)

4. God’s word empowers us to overcome our weaknesses (Romans 7:21-8:1)

5. and to participate in his justice (Romans 4:7-8, 23-25)

C. Take Time To Smell The Roses
1. if we take nature for granted, we are missing out on some of God’s best work
a. there is no sin in stopping to smell a rose, or to watch a butterfly or to feed the squirrels
b. when you find yourself removed from the hustle of the city and can meditate on a hillside
or riverbank, always stop to remember who made them
c. the wonders of creation will bolster your faith and grant you a measure of that youthful
exuberance and wonder (Matthew 18:1-5)
2. indeed, nature is such a great witness to the necessity of a designer, that all earth’s inhabitants
are without excuse if they choose not to know God (Romans 1:18-20)
a. “what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them”
b. the invisible finger of God that made light out of darkness and breathed life into Adam is
always clearly seen
c. to the atheist and the evolutionist (if there even be a distinction), there is no excuse for
denying the presence of design and the need for a designer

Conclusion
Take the time to see all that God has done and then give your life and eternity into his hands.
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Psalm 20: God Save The King

Introduction

The twentieth psalm was apparently composed as the king and his armies were about to go out to battle.
No king of Israel would dream of entering battle without seeking God’s approval first. The lesson learned
at Ai was strong. In this psalm, David and the people pray that God will lead them into a righteous battle.
Today, our country is not the theocracy that Israel was, but just a worldly kingdom. Still, Paul who lived
under Roman rule, commanded that saints pray for their governors. This lesson will examine our
responsibilities to our government. [Read Psalm 20:1-9.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Supplication for Kings (1-6)
1. David was just a temporary ruler over a temporary kingdom, one destined to failure until the
throne be filled by the last anointed, Jesus himself
2. David ruled over a theocratic kingdom, one simultaneously based on moral and civil laws
a. some Islamic countries function this way today based on their the Korah and sharia law;
the Catholic church has even sought a one world state based upon the papacy and catechism
b. but in the United States, our nation and our rulers are not theocratic ones
c. our spiritual faith cannot rest in our president or other leaders, as the Israelites could trust
that David was led by Jehovah

B. Ultimate Trust in God (7)
1. these Hebrew shepherds never cared much for people who rode in chariots or on horses (see
Isaiah 31:1, Deuteronomy 17:16)
2. but their point is obviously true, nonetheless—the might of men is far less trustworthy than
trusting in an infallible God

C. Obey Government (8-9)

1. the institution of civil government was established by God that there would not be anarchy and
lawlessness in the nations of earth, but that their relative order might present an opportunity for the gospel
to spread to people accustomed to submission to higher rule

2. but even when one becomes a Christian, he is not exempt from civil laws, but even more
bound by them, for civil obedience forms opinions of the faith in the hearts of outsiders

3. we should be subject because we fear the king’s wrath and because our Christian conscience is
affected

a. whether they be traffic or tax laws or regulations with which we personally disagree, we
are bound to submit to them

b. obeying our civil leaders should not put us at odds with submitting to God first and
foremost

c. voting or holding elected office is not sinful and does not necessarily indicate an unhealthy
trust in princes; consider Erastus, the city treasurer, from whom Paul sent greetings to Rome (see Romans
16:23)

II. Some Applications
A. Prayer for Our Leaders
1. Christians of every age have faced opposition from the government
a. the Romans killed Jesus and persecuted his followers
b. the governments of Europe allowed many dissidents to be tortured and killed in the
Inquisitions
c. those who opposed the church fled England to find religious freedom in America
d. now governments might seek to impose limits on the right to pray and or to discourage any
mention of the name of Christ in polite society
2. that is why Paul made a point of instructing Timothy to pray for these leaders, that they might
leave the saints alone to worship as God directed and allow us a peaceable and quiet existence (First
Timothy 2:1-2)
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a. some of our leaders follow the Bible more closely than others and are more spiritually-
minded and this makes prayer and living easier—for this we should be thankful

b. others mock the Bible and encourage ways of life that Christians find objectionable for
scriptural reasons and this makes prayer more important but life more discouraging

B. For What Do We Pray?
1. Paul’s interests show us how to pray in this regard—in the interest of a peaceful and quiet life,
one of reverence and godliness
2. we pray simply that we might be able to carry out every part of our worship and work without
interference or fear of imprisonment, lawsuit or fine (First Peter 2:13-17)
a. we don’t have the full degree of this freedom anymore in America and so we need to be
praying for it
b. still we have the most latitude of any country in the history of the world to worship as God
commands and for that we should be grateful
3. but in a society such as ours, our trust can never be implicitly in princes and kings
4. the only new world order that will deliver lasting peace is when the righteous are raised to
meet Jesus in the clouds and dwell in new heavens and earth eternally with God

C. Trust in God

1. trust not in physical things that benefit the body (First Timothy 4:6-11)

2. but in Jehovah, who hears his elect (Second Corinthians 1:8-11)

3. no king or president ever led a people to the promised land
a. neither did Moses and Aaron—it was God
b. David himself did not defeat Goliath because of a skillful slingshot, it was his faith in the

almighty that lifted him above the giant

c. “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13)

D. The Only Limit
1. the only limitation on the obedience is in the rare case when a civil law interferes with a
religious one (Romans 13:1-7)
2. Peter and the other apostles did face this extreme case when religious leaders sought to deter
them from preaching Jesus (Acts 5:25-29)

Conclusion

Prayer should be made for our leaders, that our lives might be led peacefully and reverently and that great
battles not be necessary over such freedoms to worship as God chooses.
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Psalm 21: An Answered Prayer

Introduction

In the previous psalm, King David solicited the favor of God before joining a battle with his enemies. His
hope was concluded and summarized with these words, “Save, Lord! May the King answer us when we
call.” Even King David recognized that he had a Lord and King above him. The twentieth psalm left off
before the battle was waged and we learn of its outcome by reading the twenty-first psalm. Victory has
been attained and all Israel stops to recognize the hand of Jehovah in their triumph, but even apart from
the militaristic overtones, we learn a lesson in this psalm about the meaning of an answered prayer and
the trustworthiness of our God. [Read Psalm 21:1-13.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Given His Heart’s Desire (1-7)
1. David prayed ultimately for victory which is typical of the prayer of the saints today; that is
ultimate victory over the world and its taskmaster
2. this eternal salvation and triumph ought to be the subject of our prayer every day, for in the
end, it is all that really matters anyway
a. at the judgment seat, it won’t matter whether we had a rainy spring or a dry one, whether
you made the football team or got cut, whether you got that new car or had to settle for the old one
another year
b. all that will matter is the evidence and witnesses assembled concerning your case before
the Judge who holds the keys of hades and death

B. You Will Make Ready (8-12)

1. people in sports like to talk about momentum—once a team gets up a head of steam in the right
direction, his confidence increases and his opponents become concerned; future victories become more
likely because this momentum is forcing the team onward

2. the victory David experienced lent itself to this sense of momentum in Israel

a. it gave the Hebrew subjects and their ruler confidence that they could build upon this
triumph the next time they were tried

b. the sentiment is that if God were for us this time, he surely will be the next time; if we
were able to overcome this time, we should be able to next time as well

C. Sing and Praise (13)
1. the joy and salvation that began this psalm are reinforced in its end
2. the strong shoulder of God is able to support the cares of the humble, to answer prayer and
provide comfort
3. such a benevolent king as ours deserves the loving obedience of his subjects
4. submission to Christ is knowing the truth than makes man free (see John 8:32)

II. Some Applications
A. Trust in God is Necessary

1. when David and his people bowed the knee before battle, they were displaying their trust in
God, not for others to see, but to make the communication between man and maker

2. prayer has never been exceeded as the most infallible form of communication

3. a prayerful life is one that is set apart from the world, that directs the faithful along a better
chosen path (Proverbs 3:5-6)

4. you see the prayer for victory must be accompanied by a true desire ruling the heart and a
willingness to place one’s fate in the hands of another, to trust the Lord enough to turn over one’s
existence to his guidance (First John 5:1-5)

5. we think of Simon Peter trying to walk on the water with Jesus, doing just fine until the waves
and wind picked up, and then beginning to sink

a. do you have enough faith and trust to make that walk successfully?

b. not on water, but through the shifting circumstances of life, in the face of trial and
temptation (James 1:2-8, 12)?
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B. A Crown is Waiting
1. upon the head of the victor in David’s psalm was placed a golden crown
2. this figure is employed of the redeemed in the New Testament
a. I have read of the Russian empresses who were compelled to wear special crowns for their
coronations that weighed upwards of thirty pounds
b. they labored just to keep that heavy thing balanced on their heads, while their necks and
backs were bending under the weight
3. few of us will ever experience wearing something so valuable upon our heads in this life, but
God promises to crown us with eternal life if we are among the victorious (First Corinthians 9:24-25)
4. there are crowns enough for everyone who is saved, their weight is uplifting rather than
debilitating, and they will not be removed (Second Timothy 4:6-8)
5. and while the enemy surrounds us in this earth, we pray like King David to God and labor to
remain always faithful to our confession (see Revelation 2:10)

C. Confidence in the Future Built on the Past
1. when one first becomes a Christian, he is often uncertain of himself and if he can really
possess the strength of character to deny the flesh and serve the spirit
2. but that first taste of victory or burst of growth provides a sense of momentum in the right
direction
3. even the harshest of trials can provide the opportunity for growth
a. the apostle Paul was facing opposition to apostleship (Second Corinthians 11:22-12:10)
b. he told the Philippians he could do all things through Christ who strengthened him
(4:10-13)
c. diligent effort and loyal faithfulness has given Paul victory over his enemies, gratitude for
God’s aid in the past and confidence in his assistance in the future

D. Finding A Small Victory
1. we have a promise of abiding help in hard times (First Corinthians 10:12-13)
2. the humble and vigilant will still face temptation, but will be trained to recognize the escape
hatch God has built alongside the devil’s enticement
3. it is never hard to find and one single victory is enough to build future success upon
a. such a God as ours deserves our worship and praise every day in all that we do
b. and each Lord’s Day when the saints assemble to worship

Conclusion

This psalm reminds us of the power of God to answer prayer and lead us to victory. The real danger is
that his soldiers may desert the cause.
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Psalm 22: My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?

Introduction

We often wonder at the words of Jesus on the cross, crying out to his Father, “Why have you forsaken
me?”. How had God forsaken his son and why? David gives us the answer in the twenty-second psalm.
God is not a forsaker at all and the question of Jesus merely assures us of this. In this psalm, David is the
downtrodden but his sense of humiliation hints at the sacrifice of Jesus before and upon the cross. [Read
Psalm 22:1-31.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Why Are You So Far? (1-15)

1. David suggests that it seems as if God is not listening because there is no apparent answer to
his prayer

2. we all have that weak feeling sometimes that our prayers are evaporating because we don’t see
them answered as we expect and we can never accept that occasionally God’s most beneficent answer to
our prayer is negative

B. The Bitterness of Calvary (16-18)
1. like the psalmist, Jesus went to the bitterness of the cross, dreading the agony but confident of
its purpose and ultimate success
2. all these things came upon one who, unlike the psalmist, underwent them willingly

C. David’s Cry (19-21a)
1. David cries out in a way Jesus never did, pleading for quick comfort
2. the Lord went to the cross meekly like a sheep to the slaughter

D. You Have Answered Me (21b-31)
1. David learns what Jesus knew all along—God does not forsake his servants
2. Jesus asked the question for the benefit of those who would hear him, that they might open
their psalms like we are doing and discover more about what was happening that day

II. Some Applications
A. 1 Will Declare Your Name
1. the Hebrew writer quotes verse 22 concerning our high priest (Hebrews 2:9-18)
a. Jesus was preaching on that cross to his brethren, the Jews
b. David had declared him centuries earlier and now Jesus was calling upon him to testify, to
get the attention of the Hebrews who revered David but hated Jesus
c. as God heard David, so he hears me
d. indeed Jesus is the preeminent among all the brotherhood of the redeemed; For those
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be
the firstborn among many brothers” (Romans 8:29).
2. when Jesus spoke to God, the Father did not forsake him, but heard every word and comforted
him (Luke 22:39-44)

B. Turn and Obey
1. God will not forsake his children who are striving to serve him acceptably (Deuteronomy
4:29-31)
2. but if you forsake him, he will not force himself upon you; “The LORD is with you while you
are with him. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake
you” (Second Chronicles 15:1-2).
3. sometimes people in adversity feel God has forsaken them, but not Paul (Second Corinthians
4:8-9)
3. we consider Paul whose prayer was heard but denied (Second Corinthians 12:7-10)
a. sometimes a parent’s kindest reply to his child’s entreaty is no
b. sometimes God favors us by denying our wishes
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4. but Jesus put himself upon that cross and was intent upon carrying through with his mission;
his prayer was answered (John 12:23, 27-30)

C. God Isn’t Going Anywhere
1. do you get the message from the cross?
a. Jesus could have escaped even before his arrest (Matthew 26:47, 52-54)
b. but he willingly he suffered the cruelty of the cross (Matthew 27:27-31, 35-43)
2. God hears his servants and never forsakes them; “Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will
sustain you; he will never permit the righteous to be moved” (Psalm 55:22).

Conclusion

David is the downtrodden but his sense of humiliation hints at the sacrifice of Jesus before and upon the
CTOSS.
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Psalm 23: The Lord is My Shepherd

Introduction

The twenty-third psalm is the most beloved and recited of the entire collection, and for good reason. I
believe that brevity is the essence of clarity and in this little poetic song, David weaves for us the
marvelous and special relationship between man and God, sheep and shepherd. David was himself a
shepherd, but in the twenty-third psalm, he is evidently turning the rod and staff over to Jehovah to direct
him in the safety of the fold. The promises and blessings that the Holy Spirit defines by David’s pen
speak across the centuries to you and me—security in times easy and difficult. [Read Psalm 23:1-6.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. 1 Shall Not Want (1-3)
1. in the opening verse, David establishes for us the sense of contentment and satisfaction that he
felt with his leader and master, the Lord God of Israel
2. David knew well the responsibilities of a shepherd and was eminently qualified to judge one
taking that occupation; he judged God to be perfect
3. “I shall not want” implies confidence in the shepherd’s ability and concern for the sheep
a. when darkness fell and ravenous animals threatened, the shepherd would be there
b. when sustenance was at a premium, the shepherd would find a way to provide

B. The Valley of the Shadow of Death (4)
1. as darkness would begin to fall over Palestine, harm and the threat of death would lurk in the
hills and valleys as the wolves and lions and thieves prepared to pounce upon the good sheep
2. but the wise and caring shepherd would lead his flock through these dangers into the fold
3. the sheep followed because they trusted the Shepherd

C. Dwelling in the House of the Lord Forever (5-6)
1. our Shepherd will embarrass our enemies by providing something for us that they will lack
a. they will witness the light of Christ reflected in our lives through blessing and peace and
joy, but will not understand its source
b. our souls will be constantly fed, never famished while the materialist will fill his barn with
riches but suffer his soul to starve as he withers off the earth in ignorance (see Luke 12:16-21)
2. when injured like a lamb caught in the briars, our Shepherd will be there to salve our wounds
with oil
3. the New Testament promises that the Christian will be filled with the fruits of righteousness,
with knowledge, comfort and joy; truly our cup runs over

II. Some Applications
A. Jesus, the Loving Shepherd
1. the New Testament employs this timeless imagery to direct our hearts to a shepherd sent from
God unto man with the mission of taking charge of souls and directing them to the safety of the heavenly
pasture of the church and ultimately the eternal temple of God in the skies
2. Jesus is our shepherd (John 10:11-16)
a. the shepherds of the Palestinian countryside might protect their sheep but rarely would
they ever consent to die for them
b. Jesus, however, was sent specifically to die for his sheep that would hear his tender
invitation to enter that blessed flock (Romans 5:6-11)
c. willingly we all wandered into the realm of the wolves—indulgence and sin—and the
Shepherd came with courage to guide us back to safety (First Peter 2:21-25)

B. “He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters.”
1. in the Old Testament, sometimes we see the figure of drought and famine depicting the
desperation and calamity of Israel
2. but this figure shows the selfless care of our loving Shepherd
3. he locates for us green pastures that supply our need for strength and hope and life
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a. our physical and spiritual needs are met so that we need not worry for our shepherd is
trustworthy and dependable, even when the rest cry out in destitution (Matthew 6:31-34 and Ephesians
1:3)

b. but the worst kind of famine that can afflict the sheep fold of God is entirely self-inflicted,
“not a famine of bread, Nor a thirst for water, But of hearing the words of the Lord” (Amos 8:11)

4. being led by the still waters reminds us that sometimes the life of a Christian is tempest-tossed
by trial and tribulation

c. but our loving shepherd can still those waters and allow us to walk beside them through the
power of his word (Matthew 8:23-27)

d. our Shepherd’s provision of encouragement and edification is transfused into us through
the medium of that word; to roam away from it, even for a day, is to wander foolishly from the green
pastures and still waters into the scorched earth and raging rapids of separation and peril and doom

C. “He restores my soul; He leads me in the path of righteousness For his name’s sake.”
1. do you remember that Peter said we are all like sheep, having gone astray?
a. the lure of the passing pleasures of sin called our name and for a moment, its voice was
louder than the Shepherd’s
b. by folly, we abandoned the Shepherd’s care for the wolf’s empty promise that obscured
such sharp teeth
2. but Jesus came into the world to be its light (John 1:7-9), to illuminate the one path that leads
to glory and the relief of a soul restored (Psalm 119:105-107)
3. the Shepherd’s gospel permits us to be born anew, recreated as it were, to start afresh our lives,
this time being led in right paths (Ephesians 4:20-24)
4. if your soul is blemished by sin this night, the Shepherd awaits

D. “I will fear no evil; For You are with me;”

1. the Hebrew word here is actually broader than just death, so that it includes any dark and
frightening experience, any time of bitterness, sorrow or fear

2. you see, the devil is always lurking and he thrives upon the unfruitful works of darkness in
which the world regularly operates (see Ephesians 5:11)

3. we err greatly when we enhance the darkness and his power by extinguishing the lamp of
God’s word which we carry along our path

4. when we walk by the light of faith and trust in the Shepherd, the darkness is less frightening
and the temptations more conquerable (Second Corinthians 4:16-5:8)

5. certainly David taught us this when he faced Goliath—one man with God for him is a powerful
force (see First John 4:4)

E. “Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”
1. a shepherd carried a minimum of equipment including a rod and a staff
a. the rod was a club used primarily for defense against enemies or predators
b. the staff was a long pole crooked at the end to guide and direct
2. Jesus, our Shepherd, uses his rod like the shepherds of old, to protect and discipline
a. the sense of that power in our leader inspires confidence
b. when walking through the valley of hardship, the knowledge that a perfect Shepherd is
leading the way encourages us to carry on
c. he uses that rod even to chastise us if we begin to wander away (Hebrews 12:3-11)
1. his word rebukes us (see First Corinthians 11:32, Second Timothy 3:16)
2. his other sheep serve also to restore us to the fold, when they warn and rebuke us
concerning a danger which we cannot see clearly ourselves (James 5:19-20)
3. he uses his staff to direct our footsteps
a. if we begin to wander, that staff is comforting for it returns us to the right direction
b. our Shepherd cares so much for us that he will not permit even one of us to stray without
applying his staff in an attempt to correct our missteps (Matthew 18:12-14)

F. Dwelling in God’s House Forever
1. the book of Revelation promised protection to those who dwelt in God’s house in the days of

John (see Revelation 11:1-2)
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2. God’s household today is his church (see First Timothy 3:15), a family made up of his adopted

children by faith
3. one day that house will convene en masse around his throne in heaven (Revelation 21:1-4)

4. then will be received the ultimate reward of the loyal sheep (Hebrews 13:20-21)

Conclusion
Will you come to the loving Shepherd and accept his rod and staff? Confess Jesus and obey him in

baptism.
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Psalm 24: The Earth is the Lord’s

Introduction

The twenty-fourth psalm is ascribed to the prolific pen of King David and is thought to have been written
when the ark of the covenant was brought into Jerusalem. Psalm 24 is a song of praise to a benevolent
Creator who upholds the principle of holiness within and without. In this short psalm, we learn to
appreciate our maker and the distinction he sees between righteousness and holiness. [Read Psalm
24:1-10.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Creation (1-2)
1. several psalms have touched upon the creation of the world, a vital subject in our secular world
where even the pope of Rome does not believe in the Genesis account
2. David here eschews the idol of subjective science in favor of objective religion and reasonable
theory—God is the founder and designer of this big blue marble

B. Who May Ascend? (3-6)
1. fellowship with God is not an automatic and irrevocable thing
2. just as surely as God can remove the candlestick of an apostate church, he can turn away from
an apostate Christian who has fallen out of his grace

C. Lift Up Your Heads! (7-10)
1. these last four verses depict God as a conquering general
2. even the gates and doors are called to stand at attention and permit the King to walk through
3. the commander of a thousand angels is sovereign over this world and its affairs

II. Some Applications
A. Ownership
1. perhaps just as importantly, our writer reminds us that God is the owner of the world and that
we are merely his stewards over it, tending it at his pleasure and by his permission
2. creation is not to be abused and thoughtlessly destroyed but used to improve man’s lot and
glorify its giver
3. from the time God set man in Eden, this has been his duty and blessing (Genesis 1:26-30, 2:15)
a. we do neither harm nor sin by subduing the animals, domesticating some and eating others
b. we do neither harm nor sin by developing parts of the earth and preserving others in their
natural state
4. the Bible says that stewards must be found faithful and our use of the earth and its fullness is
of great interest to God (see First Corinthians 4:2)
a. man will never be able to destroy the earth, not even by nuclear bomb, for that power is
beyond even the means of a great destroyer
b. according to Second Peter 3, God will close earth’s history himself by means of fire
c. still, we are obligated to avoid abusing his creation that future generations might enjoy
them
5. no matter how big a tract of land you have deed to, ultimately it all belongs to God and is at his
disposal, “For ‘the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof”” (Second Corinthians 10:26).

B. A Practical Lesson
1. Paul the apostle used this phrase as an axiom to describe man’s obligation to one another (First
Corinthians 10:14-32)
a. if our God is in heaven and he alone created the world, and if he demands that we serve no
other God, then we should flee from the very suggestion of idolatry (see First John 5:21)
b. if certain articles of material are made to represent a being due worship, we should be
careful not to give the indication that we are its servants
2. our worship must belong only to the Savior (Titus 2:11-14)
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a. we know that an idol is nothing (that is, a statue is not really a god, nor is a carving a
deity), but all do not share that knowledge and for their sake we must take extra caution

b. we must never appear to be having fellowship with idols lest others become emboldened
by misunderstanding to choose the false gods

c. understanding that the earth belongs to our God, we should look out for the souls of our
friend and even strangers, that we do not offend their consciences and cause them to stumble

C. Clean Hands Required
1. it takes clean hands and a pure heart to dwell in God’s good pleasure and presence

a. this is twofold, getting at both our actions and our motivations

b. we must be doing the right things for the right reasons to be godly and justified

c. to do otherwise makes us double-minded—doing right things for selfish reasons or doing
wrong things for good reasons; either way, the devil has something in us

2. James tells us to lament if we find ourselves in such a state (James 4:7-10)

a. becoming entangled in the bonds of sin and death after conversion will cause one to fall
from God’s mercy and have his hand of fellowship removed (Galatians 5:1-4)

b. falling into a pit from which we refuse to extricate ourselves by means of repentance will
take away the fellowship of God (Hebrews 12:12-17)

c. if we refuse to acknowledge our sin and remain in it, God will remove himself from us
(First John 1:5-10)

3. if we lift up our souls to an idol or lack inner integrity, we can’t stand on God’s holy hill

a. the most powerful and oft worshiped idol of any era of history has been worldly wealth
and earthly gain (sometimes called greed, avarice, covetousness or materialism)

b. when the majority of our time is spent in service of self and objects rather than others and
the soul, we have bowed at least one knee to the great and powerful, though dead and dumb, idol (see
Colossians 3:5)

4. God suffered with a fleshly Israel who moaned and cried in the wilderness for 40 years,
wanting to return to slavery rather than press on to liberty

a. the psalmist reminds us that we are now spiritual Israel, a nation with God’s law written
upon our hearts (Hebrews 8:7-13)

b. we can either be attuned to the new covenant or beg for the disregarded one

D. Victory
1. Jesus is our general who routed the devil and eliminated the power he wielded over death
2. by his resurrection, we possess the hope of rising again to live forever with God
3. in anticipating this victory, we beseech the Lord to come quickly
4. in the Revelation context, the first century saints begged him to come and vindicate their
sacrifice; in that plea we find our own hopes echoing (Revelation 22:12-21)

Conclusion
In Christ and in faith, we have the ultimate victory.
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Psalm 25: Waiting On The Lord

Introduction

One of the greatest trials of battle is the waiting. Now is not always the best time to strike; sometimes the
company has to wait on its commander to give the sign to attack. And no matter how strongly the troops
feel they should give in to their anxiousness, they must trust the general and wait on him. David was a
general in the Lord’s army and he was compelled to wait on the Lord. Not only does this mean suffering
through an expanse of time, it also has to do with trust and confidence. As soldiers in the Lord’s army, we
must learn to wait on the Lord. In Psalm 25, we will learn that lesson, which includes grace and guidance.
(Psalm 25 is written in the acrostic poetic form, wherein each verse begins with the next letter in the
Hebrew alphabet.) [Read Psalm 25:1-22.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. David’s Enemies (1-7)
1. when Saul was still king, but jealous of David’s fame, the king decided to kill the young hero
and pursued him throughout Judea
2. David did not want to retaliate and so he fled (First Samuel 23:13-18)
a. God had anointed David to be king and that would happen; David would sit on the throne
and rule, but in God’s time, not David’s
b. David could have grown weary of running and helped God out by killing Saul himself, but
instead he decided to wait on the Lord

B. The Waiting Test (8-15)
1. when we read the prophet Habakkuk, we understand how impatient man can become
a. Habakkuk cries out, “How long, O Lord?”
b. God explains that he will have to wait, but that God has not forgotten
2. we hear the martyrs in Revelation ask how long until God avenges their deaths upon the
Roman persecutors
3. King Saul failed it (First Samuel 13:5-14)
a. he knew the will of God but his own fear and desperation took control of him and he acted
against God’s command
b. all this revealed to God and Samuel was that their king did not truly have faith; he did not
know how to wait on the Lord

C. When We Must Wait (16-22)
1. our timetable is often not God’s, and we must wait for hardships to ease and sorrows to be
comforted
2. how we would like to speed things up, but God has his reasons and ultimately they are for our
own good
3. we might wonder how long the death of a loved one will hurt so much and pray that it would
disappear, but quick comfort would make us feel guilty for not mourning
a. Abraham’s faith was tested by God’s command to sacrifice Isaac and the man learned that
day just how much confidence he could have in himself and the Lord
b. if your faith is never tested, then it is never used and faith without works is dead

II. Some Applications
A. A Test of David’s Faith

1. throughout the psalms, David has complained about the enemies that pursued him

2. and throughout the psalms, one thing has separated him from them—David truly and completely
believes in the kind hand of God while his pursuers trust in their own evil will

3. we read of David reclining on a hillside as he flees his enemies, looking into the stars while
would-be murderers track him and still his faith holds him like an anchor

a. in those moments before the climax of the pursuit, David is compelled to wait on his great

commander in the skies
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b. waiting can be the greatest test of faith; “For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves
eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness” (Galatians 5:5, ESV).

B. Passing the Waiting Test
1. but many more Bible characters became paragons of faith because they waited on the Lord,
trusting that he would eventually deliver
a. Abraham and Sarah waited on the Lord for a son
b. Moses waited on the Lord through 40 years wandering in the wilderness
c. righteous Simeon was waiting for the Consolation of Israel when he saw the child Jesus in
the temple
d. the apostles waited on the Lord in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit arrived on Pentecost
2. but it is the patience of Job which shows us how to pass the waiting test (James 5:10-11)
a. even in all his hardship, he was waiting on the Lord (Job 14:13-17)
b. and he tried to impart this patience to his friends who had none of it (Job 35:13-14)
3. we might wonder how long we must face a hard life or persecution, but without trial, our faith
will never grow and we will never truly understand what faith is (James 1:2-4)

C. We Must Wait on the Lord for Salvation
1. we wait for the redemption from this earth, eagerly and with perseverance (Romans 8:24-25)
2. we wait for Jesus to emigrate us into heaven (Philippians 3:20-4:1)
3. we wait for Jesus to deliver us from the wrath of judgment upon the wicked (First
Thessalonians 1:10)
4. we wait in the hope of salvation (Hebrews 9:27-28)
5. we do not doubt (James 5:7-8)

Conclusion
As soldiers in the Lord’s army, we must learn to wait on the Lord.
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Psalm 26: Vindicate Me, O Lord

Introduction

Psalm 26 is the lament of King David who forces himself to examine his life and lay it open before his
eyes and those of his Judge. David has confidence in his salvation, the type of confidence that some
would call arrogance today, but in reality is the blessed assurance God wants us all to possess. David pins
his heavenly hope upon the fact that he has coveted the presence of God on earth and disdained the
company of sinners. So he praises his Redeemer. Psalm 26 gives us the example of a man putting his own
life under the microscope to see if it measures up to God’s will. The confidence that David wears is based
upon the result of that test—he is truly a man living after God’s heart. What shall we find if we examine
our lives? [Read Psalm 26:1-12.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. The Examination (1-5)
1. David claims that he has walked in integrity, a word that has one main definition that is applied
to a number of different things
a. a structure with integrity is strong and sound and won’t cave in on you
b. a person with integrity is also strong and sound and doesn’t cave in under pressure
2. with a noteworthy exception that may have come after this poem, David’s life has been sound
and marked by integrity
3. when Paul was questioned by the Corinthian church, he responded by commanding them to
examine themselves to make certain they were faithful Christians (see Second Corinthians 13:5)
a. look at the big picture (have you turned away from the pressure to conform to the world in
drinking, casual sex, loose morals, white lying and covetousness)
b. but then look at the little picture, too—the details that would escape the notice of most
people—regular Bible study and prayer, faithful attendance, unassailable desire to do good

B. The Results (6-10)
1. do you remember Pilate telling the Jews that he was washing his hands of the crucifixion of
Christ and that his blood was upon them?
a. he couldn’t really do that, for he was not innocent
b. when David said his hands were clean, he meant it and was right
2. Pilate was not drawing near to God with his statement, but the devil who induced him to
consider politics and stature before justice and mercy
3. if you want hands cleansed of sin, you must flee the tempter (see James 4:6-10)

C. Mercy (11-12)
1. despite David’s sunny judgment about himself, he sees that the sins he does commit require a
plea for God’s mercy and redemption
2. not one among us is perfect, but we can all be perfected in Jesus (see Colossians 1:13-14)

II. Some Applications
A. Undivided Loyalty
1. David invited God to try and to prove his heart and mind for the king had confidence that his
spiritual loyalty was undivided
2. there was no man and no thing on earth that meant more to him than God above
3. when you examine your heart and mind, what do you see?
a. if you can imagine all of the pressure brought to bear on King David, it becomes even
more amazing that he remained throughout his life “a man after God’s own heart”
b. Paul wept when he realized that some of his brethren had divided loyalty and had become
the enemies of the cross by worshiping their own bellies (Philippians 3:17-21)
c. but there was no divided loyalty among the saints in Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7-13)
1. their works revealed a loyalty only to the Lord (everything done according to the
pattern of sound words, no matter how insignificant it may have seemed to others )
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2. no matter how little their strength might have been (small numbers, older membership,
young membership, lack of public abilities), they used that little might to do God’s will
3. in everything they strived to keep God’s word, not concealed under a bushel, but on a
lamp stand where it could shine into their own lives and lend illumination to their neighbors
4. and no matter the pressure, they did not deny their Lord his confession and obedience
4. is your loyalty absolute? (Luke 9:57-62)
a. Jesus said, “Remember Lot’s wife” to warn us about looking back with longing toward the
things of sin we must leave behind
b. divided loyalty between God and mammon will turn your faith into a pillar of salt

B. No Fellowship With Evil
1. James encouraged us as well to make this examination, but honestly (James 1:21-27)
a. most every face has a blemish that we would rather ignore, but we ignore our spiritual
blemishes to our detriment—be honest in your examination
b. the word of God can save your soul, but only if you are a doer of it
c. examine your walk of faith—is it unbroken by apostasy
d. and what do you do when you see a blemish in the mirror to your soul?
2. David asserts that he has not sat with idolaters, hypocrites, evildoers or the wicked
a. he has neither accompanied them in their wickedness nor allowed them to influence him
b. it is not so much a fear of guilt by association, but a fear of being gradually coaxed into sin
by its adherents and fleshly allure
3. David was turned off by sin and it caused him to turn off many activities
a. in our day, we must fight a battle with something called “desensitization”
1. that is the numbing of our minds to sin by a constant barrage of profanity, obscenity
and wickedness
2. who among us is shocked to see a homosexual story line on television today?
3. who is shocked to hear dirty words and sexual innuendo in restaurants and stores?
4. 1 am no longer shocked by those things but I am still just as disturbed by them
4. you cannot allow yourself to be desensitized to sin (Psalm 119:104)
a. the inspired writer recognized the pernicious influence that an environment of sin can have
(First Corinthians 15:33)
b. we cannot go along to get along (Ephesians 5:1-16)

C. Loving the Earnest of Heaven
1. I have always believed that the church of Jesus Christ is an earnest of heaven
2. David says, “I have loved the habitation of Your house, And the place where Your glory
dwells”
a. it seems he was talking about the manifestation of God’s presence in his life
b. the church we know today occupies the place of God’s house where his glory dwells (see
Ephesians 3:10)
3. the church, especially when assembled, is a hint at what heaven will be
a. the same people (though some will not make it all the way), the watchful, appreciative
presence of God, the constant worship, praise and attention to God’s will
b. when we sing, you can hear that worship no matter where you go in this house
c. heaven will be the absolute and perfect embodiment of these things
1. there will be no exits to the tempting world, no hypocrites, no rich, no poor
2. from border to border, all heaven will be a temple of constant praise
3. I 'love it here; I will adore it there (Revelation 21:22-27)
4. when we love to come to assemblies and desire to never miss them, we inform God of our
ardent desire to go home to be with him

D. To Heaven, Not Hell
1. we often remind people of all the great ones they would see in heaven—David, Peter, Paul, and
loved ones we have known
2. but the converse is also true—imagine all the hated ones we would spend eternity with in hell
3. David pleads that he be not sent to the home of sinners, murderers, schemers and corrupt
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4. an unfaithful life will put you in the company of the most vile people the world has ever
known, people whom you would have loathed on earth will be your eternal companions
a. those who avoided the church, saying I don’t want to spend time with a bunch of
hypocrites will suffer the penalty of an eternity with hypocrites and evildoers
b. the kingdom is a pearl of great price that every man can purchase, but those who refuse it
doom themselves to the company of filth forever (Matthew 13:40-46)
5. be part of the church, the body of the redeemed; stand on the even place, a firm footing (First
John 5:13)

Conclusion

Will God vindicate us when the books are opened at the day of reckoning? Examine yourself today so
that you can have confidence in it.
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Psalm 27: The Lord is My Light and Salvation.

Introduction

David’s twenty-seventh psalm displays the joy and trust of a faith tested by life and proven authentic.
David wore the more pious “No Fear” t-shirt of his day, a confidence that neither underestimates the devil
nor forgets the power of God. Our lesson today presents David’s faith as exemplifying courage,
fellowship and faith. [Read Psalm 27:1-14.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. No Fear (1-7)
1. you will see many t-shirts these days with “No Fear” emblazoned on them
a. | think the meaning of this is the recklessness of youth
b. having no fear like this often leads to death and sorrow
2. David’s “No Fear” was a confidence that God would be with him as in the past, and that no
matter the trial, nothing can destroy the true heart of his life—not the body, but the soul
a. David wanted just to dwell with God forever
b. he knew life would end; he was interested in what was beyond that point for death is not
the end, but only the beginning

B. Fellowship With God (8-10)
1. when David heard God’s invitation, he accepted it and gained God’s fellowship
2. ever to lose that sense of oneness with the Creator made him sick at heart
3. although people deserted him, he trusted that God would never forsake him

C. Faith In His Promises (11-14)
1. if we think certain information is valuable, we will strive to obtain it
a. directions to our classrooms at school or knowledge we need to pass the test
b. David knew that God’s favor was tied up in understanding his will
2. and understanding and believing in God’s promises of comfort and reward enabled him to keep
going when the world tried to slow him down

II. Some Applications
A. If God Be For Us ...
1. our bodies are dying every minute we are alive and any number of things could hasten their
extinction; it is our souls God promises to preserve along with our hope of heaven one day to be realized
2. nothing can snatch us away from Christ, unless we willingly walk away
a. first, we possess a hope of heaven (First Peter 1:3-5)
b. that hope is tested by the devil’s inducements to trade it for comfort and indulgence today
(First Peter 1:6-9)
c. despite his best efforts, the genuinely faithful persevere because that hope is too strong to
be overcome (Romans 8:31-39)
3. but notice David’s proclamation—saving faith is defined as seeking first the house of the Lord
(Mark 8:34-37)
4. ultimately, it is that heavenly city which affords us the opportunities to see God’s face and sing
praises in the presence of his ears (Revelation 21:1-5)

B. We Can Have Fellowship With God
1. God has extended the invitation to fellowship to us (First Corinthians 1:4-9)
2. we accept that invitation when we accept God’s grace according to his conditions (Galatians
2:20 and Colossians 2:11-12)
3. we maintain that fellowship by a just and penitent lifestyle (First John 1:1-10)
a. that fellowship contains temporal blessings and eternal promises (see Ephesians 1:3, First
Timothy 4:7-8)
b. that fellowship is the sense of union that makes us confident about our journey
(Philippians 3:7-14)
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3. God strengthens our hearts when we are willing to wait for him and not take matters into our
own hands

C. The Way of God
1. it is our duty to come to an understanding of God’s expectations and standards (Ephesians
5:15-17)
2. we must beg Jesus in word and in deed—in prayer and in study—to teach us his perfect ways
(Matthew 10:28-30; cf. Second Timothy 2:15)
3. we don’t lose heart because we believe God will deliver (Second Corinthians 4:7-18)

Conclusion
David’s twenty-seventh psalm displays the joy and trust of a faith tested by life and proven authentic.
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Psalm 28: O Lord, My Rock,

Introduction

The Bible likens God, and especially, Jesus, as a Rock. To the righteous, he is a rock upon which we
stand and build our lives, while to the wicked, he is a stone of offense that causes men to stumble. The
psalmist develops this idea in his prayer and praise here in Psalm 28. He thinks of God as his rock of
defense, realizing that to his enemies, the Lord’s way is offensive. Do you think of the Lord as a solid
rock upon which to stand securely and deposit your soul’s and life’s work? [Read Psalm 28:1-9.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. The Lord Is a Rock (1-5)
1. Deuteronomy 32 is called the Song of Moses and it was his farewell number
2. Moses tries to teach Israel once more that God is the only truly solid thing they have and
without him, all else will be like shifting sand (Deuteronomy 32:1-4)
3. Moses points out what happens to those who turn their backs on that Rock (Deuteronomy
32:15-18)
4. it is our Rock who blesses us and protects us (Deuteronomy 32:28-31)

B. Blessed Be The Lord (6-9)
1. before his departure, Moses was preparing the pilgrims for the task of taking the promised land
to be their homeland by reminding them of the past (First Corinthians 10:1-13)
2. trouble had come to them on the way from Egypt when they had strayed away from God
3. he was solid and his position was unchanged, if they had only remained with him

II. Some Applications
A. Security of the Rock

1. our God is the true and living God and is steadfast forever, his kingdom will endure (Daniel
6:25-27)

2. God does not change his terms or fail to live up to them (Malachi 3:1-6)

3.God made a promise and an oath, two immutable things for One who cannot lie (Hebrews
6:16-18)

4. God does us no evil by temptation or curse, but blesses us physically and spiritually (James
1:12-18)

B. Will You Stumble Over or Build Upon Christ?
1. not everyone who claims to speak to God will be saved (Matthew 7:21-27)
2. not everyone who does a few pious works will be saved
3. if the conversation with God and the pious works are not truly constructed upon faith and love
for the Savior, they are fruitless
a. building your life upon the Rock that is Christ requires obedience to his word
b. rejecting his will, to any degree and in any form, transfers your edifice to the shifting sands
c. rain and wind will come upon both, but only that which is built on the Rock can survive
4. great is the perseverance of a life built on Jesus, but great also is the fall of a life built on self,
even a self-imposed system of religion that values human appeal over divine approval (see Colossians
2:16-23)

C. Will You Be Part of a Spiritual House?

1. you have tasted of God’s grace, a word that tastes like pure milk (First Peter 2:1-10)

2. you can be part of the household of God built upon the Rock which is Christ (First Corinthians
3:9-11)

3. Jesus is the chief cornerstone of the church and those who believe in him are elected to
salvation by their submissive faith and form the building materials—living stones—for the church
(Ephesians 2:19-22)

4. living stones are a holy priesthood that offer up spiritual sacrifices and praise, but others
stumble over the cornerstone and fall to their deaths
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D. As A Stone of Offense
1. those who sought salvation without Christ by boasting of their allegiance to the law of Moses
were soon disappointed for only perfect adherence to that law made one innocent in God’s judgment
(Romans 9:30-33)
a. no one can be perfect by the law of works, but anyone can be perfected by the law of faith
b. but so many dismiss the gift of God’s grace through Christ Jesus and instead of being the
foundation of faith, he is a stone over which the unbeliever and disobedient stumble to their shame
c. the gospel is a stumbling block to all those who complain it is too simple or not exclusive
enough to disallow the dregs of humanity like sinners and the uneducated (First Corinthians 1:18-31)
2. the gospel of Jesus Christ is a stumbling block to all those who explain they feel they are good
enough to go to heaven without the church and without worship (Second Corinthians 10:17-18)
3. God knows those who are his (Second Timothy 2:19)
4. discipleship demands a conversion from iniquity to piety (Galatians 3:26-27)

Conclusion

Everyone who refuses the gospel invitation by saying, “I am good enough to be saved without being
baptized” is falling into the devil’s snare of trust in self. One blemish is enough to condemn a soul and we
all need the washing of water by the word to cleanse our sins away.
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Psalm 29: Give Unto the Lord

Introduction

Psalm 29, from the hand of David, is an expression of reverence toward the powerful voice of God, who
spoke light and life into existence. David’s mind takes him across the world that he knew, into heaven and
right up to the throne of God as he sings of God’s awesome and beneficent power. In so doing, he points
out the absolute importance of worshiping only the God of heaven and denying the subtle temptation of
idols. In this two-part lesson, we will study the psalm, its implications regarding God’s jealous nature,
and the way in which idols trouble spiritual Israel today. [Read Psalm 29:1-11.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. “Give Unto the Lord” (1-2)
1. David begins by speaking to the mighty ones, which would likely indicate angels in the
original Hebrew language (’sons of God”)
2. his message is that these creatures should take diligence in attributing strength and glory to
Jehovah and that they should worship him “in the beauty of holiness”
3. angels are messengers, ministering servants in God’s scheme of the salvation of men (see
Hebrews 1:14)
a. it is made obvious that they owe God their complete loyalty and that dividing their service
with another master would be an act of rebellion and betrayal, as some did (see Second Peter 2:4)
b. holiness—undivided and unblemished loyalty to God—is a beautiful thing for angels and
men
c. idolatry in any form will divide one’s loyalty and blemish one’s record; hence, John warns
us to keep ourselves from idols (see First John 5:21)
4. our God is a jealous God who is adamant about demanding every ounce of man’s worship for
himself and he has that right as creator, sustainer and savior

B. The Voice of the Lord (3-9)
1. in these verses, David attributes a number of superhuman abilities to the voice of God,
implying the reason for respecting God’s word on every subject
2. when men begin to question the authority of God’s voice or deign to curtail, drain or amend his
revealed will, the awe for God’s voice has diminished as an idol has taken a new throne

C. The Lord Sits Enthroned (10-11)

1. David reminds us of Noah’s day, when God sovereignty in his creation was called into
question by the wickedness of his brightest creatures, men and women; we all know how he answered
from his throne in the heavens, just beyond the weeping clouds of a mighty, cleansing destruction

2. understand, David says, that God sits upon his throne forever and blesses his people

a. I am reminded of the words of Habakkuk: “The Lord is in his holy temple. Let all the
world keep silence before him” (2:20).

b. when all authority was given to Christ (Matthew 28:18) as monarch over his kingdom, the
church (see Matthew 16:16, First Timothy 6:15), man was reminded anew that it was not within him to
direct his own steps (see Jeremiah 10:23) or make his own faith (see James 4:12)

3. man’s dismissive attitude toward this divine rule was epitomized in ancient Israel at the end of
the Judges period (First Samuel 8:4-9)

a. it was a yearning to be like the world that infected this formerly sanctified population

b. it was a conscious decision to be ruled by the passions of man rather than the compassion
of God that caused their eventual downfall

c. it was a resignation to pushing God off his throne in the end, for Israel idolized their
neighbor’s system, which excelled God’s by a worldly estimation

4. computers and rockets have not changed the psyche of man—a desire to be like the world will
ultimately spur a coup d’etat to remove God from his throne and crown an idol as apparent co-monarch or
even absolute master
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II. Some Applications
A. Jealousy
1. to be jealous over something you possess is to refuse to share it with anyone else
a. normally, that is bad; sharing is a godly attribute
b. however, some things can be exclusively claimed and sharing is actually the sin instead

2. for example, my wife’s romantic affections belong to me exclusively and sharing them with
another person would be sinful (First Corinthians 7:1-4)

a. I am not only permitted to be jealous over those affections, it would be unhealthy were I
not

b. that does not mean that I forbid her to talk to other people or deny her friendships, but
when it comes to “eros,” I am under no obligation to share; I must possess a godly jealousy (see Second
Corinthians 11:2)

3. there is a throne in every man’s heart and God jealously desires to sit there alone, refusing to

share the seat with anyone or anything else, even the heart’s human possessor
a. this was codified for ancient Israel in their ten commandments (Exodus 20:1-7)
b. idolatry shattered the peace and was unacceptable to the true monarch (Exodus 34:10-17)
1. God perceived a danger in close relations with an unholy world in adopting their ways
and their idols, of making a covenant with idols and attempting to compel God to share worship with
Molech, Baal and Ashterah
2. his preventative was to remove the idols from Israel’s paths (Deuteronomy 4:23-24)
c. idolatry promised to bring a writ of divorcement from God; he is the sanctified’s
bridegroom, refusing to share her affection with anyone else (Joshua 24:14-15, 19-20)
1. the prophets spoke of God’s punishment of Israel as the vengeance of his jealousy
2. ancient Israel’s history is provided to spiritual Israel, the church, as an example of the
consequences of idolatry (First Corinthians 10:14-22)

4. under the Law of Moses, God always referred to himself as being married to Israel, an
adulterous bride who dallied with other husbands, other gods, even as her Groom pleaded for her return
to the sanctified relationship (Jeremiah 3:6-14)

a. the absolutely only cause for a divorcement from Israel was spiritual adultery and she was
guilty
b. it remained only for God to plead for repentance until longsuffering was exhausted and
divine vengeance translated into a bill of divorcement, which happened finally when the Chaldeans laid
waste the temple of Jerusalem and slaughtered the priests
c. under the Law of Christ, the Holy Spirit has cast the Lord in the role of bridegroom, wed to
the church (Ephesians 5:25-32; cf. Romans 7:4, Revelation 21:2, 9)
1. and God maintains a jealousy for his sanctified people’s worship (James 4:4)
2. once again, idolatry is the stumbling block that will lead to spiritual divorcement

B. Modern Idolatry
1. our idols are not exclusively made of wood and stone, but often composed of flesh and blood,
circuits and transistors or paper and ink
2. idolatry is an expression of worldliness, a mindset that exposes a conformity to the course of
the world (see First Peter 4:4), rather than a transformation to godliness (Romans 12:1-2)
3. the Scriptures call this disease “carnality,” an addiction to the opiate of material fulfillment
(Romans 8:5-8, 13)
4. these idols can take any number of forms and be known by any number of names
a. self (Second Timothy 3:1-2a, Second Corinthians 13:5)
b. money (Second Timothy 3:1-2b, First Timothy 6:17-19, Matthew 6:19-24)
c. pleasure (Second Timothy 3:1-4, Titus 2:11-14)
d. public acceptance and acclaim (Matthew 6:1-7, 16-18, 23:1-12)
e. things (First John 2:15-17, Matthew 6:25-34)
f. men (Acts 12:20-23, First Corinthians 3:1-4, 4:6)

C. Voice of the Lord
1. the New Testament magnifies God’s voice in a special way (Hebrews 1:1-4)
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2. God has spoken to us by Jesus, who also sent the Comforter to guide the apostles into
revealing all truth to mankind, which we have inscribed for us on the pages of the New Testament
a. figuratively, man must remove his shoes when approaching the Bible; that is, hold it in
such reverence that it never be diminished in perception, “for the place where you stand is holy
ground” (Exodus 3:5)
b. every word here was given through the precious breath of God (see Second Timothy 3:16)
c. in this word, God has completely equipped his servants to do every good work (Second
Timothy 3:17)
3.init, he has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness (see Second Peter 1:3)
a. the system of faith and philosophy of life of God’s creation is thoroughly described and
delineated on these pages, lacking nothing (Jude 3)
b. the word is an incorruptible seed that will never be destroyed or marred to the point that is
loses its power to save (First Peter 1:22-25; cf. Romans 1:16)
c. when we decide to take our stand in God’s word, we take a stand on holy ground: “If
anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God” (First Peter 4:11)
d. of one particular part of the New Testament, God warned (Revelation 22:18-19)
4. while not as poetic as David’s psalm, these passages form the same demand for reverence and
heavenward devotion

D. Prescription for a Cure
1. if you recognize the presence of idols in your heart or approaching its throne and desire to
avoid the pitfalls of a divided loyalty, the Bible combines the simple prohibition of idols with divine
wisdom on overcoming their lure (First John 5:21)
2. primarily, it involves a conscious and committed decision to hate the darkness and love the

light
a. walk as illuminated by the light of God’s word (Ephesians 5:8-12, Matthew 5:13-16)
b. renew your mind with noble thoughts and objectives (Romans 12:1-2, Philippians 4:8)
c. be led by the Spirit’s influence through his revealed will (Romans 8:11-14)
Conclusion

Worldliness will eat you alive in whatever form its idolatry takes. Do not believe the preacher who
prophesies a false peace built on the tolerance of sin and error. There is no peace with God where the
darkness is not loathed.
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Psalm 30: 1 Will Extol You, O Lord

Introduction

The title of Psalm 30 indicates that this praise was first used at the dedication of David’s house, but the
context tells more of the story. It is apparent that David was sick and had been healed of his ailment, and
for this, gives special thanks also to the Lord. When you read Psalm 30, it appears as though it could
casily be read or sung following the conversion of a precious soul to Christ. David’s words perhaps
illustrate for us the joy of guilt relieved by contact the saving blood of our Lord, a fate dramatically
altered and lent hope. [Read Psalm 30:1-12.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. The Uplifting of Conversion (1-3)

1. when David praises God for lifting him up, he uses a Hebrew expression that literally describes
pulling a bucket up from a well; ever felt like a bucket down a well that needed pulling up

2. two things happen when a bucket is pulled out of a well-if you are the bucket, you get to return
to the light and fresh air; if you are the person with the rope, you get the refreshment and cleansing that
only water can deliver

3. this illumination, refreshment and cleansing are the sources of joy over which David rejoices

B. Conversion Bears Confidence (4-7)
1. I am sure that I was never happier than the evening that I became a Christian, standing there
soaking wet in that pool of water, free of sin, full of hope and zealous to sing God’s name
2. I no longer was forced to think of God as someone who would justly condemn and disown me
because of my sin, but someone who would hear and nurture me because of my faith

C. David’s Anathema (8-12)
1. people in the Old Testament had a very limited knowledge of the afterlife that is heaven and
hell, and were curious and fearful about what was beyond the grave

2. we are blessed with a fuller understanding of what is in store for us (Hebrews 2:14-15,
9:27-28)

II. Some Applications
A. Conversion Cleanses the Conscience
1. Jesus himself went into some of the darkest places in Palestine to teach the gospel, going to the
most backward of people to bring light into their lives (Matthew 4:13-16)
a. I remember the first gospel lesson I ever heard when [ was 17 years old; it was like
someone had turned a light on in my mind and was finally making sense of things
b. that is the joy and uplifting that one feels when the light of Christ is permitted to shine into
a place previously darkened by sin and ignorance (John 12:34-36, 44-50)
2. why did the Ethiopian eunuch depart from his baptismal river rejoicing on the way?
a. because Philip had helped him finish the jigsaw puzzle and put every piece in its place
b. because he saw the light and was illuminated by it and his guilty stains were left behind
there
3. conversion cleanses the conscience (First Peter 3:20-21)

B. God Hears Us
1. in trial and temptation (Hebrews 4:14-16)
2. in persecution and trepidation (Hebrews 13:5-6)
3. in defense of the gospel, with a heavenly hope (Philippians 1:19-21)
4. in times when prayer is the only hope (Ephesians 3:11-21)

C. Don’t Lose Your Inheritance
1. when Paul said that among Christians there was one hope, this is the hope he intended—a
heavenly inheritance (First Peter 1:3-5)
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a. now we have this inheritance only in an earnest and only through faith and hope (Hebrews
4:1-9)
b. then, faith will be swallowed up by glorious sight and realization (Romans 8:16-25)
2. every single Christian’s name is placed into the last will and testament of Jesus Christ and a
remarkable inheritance is bequeathed to his name in the section called the Book of Life (Galatians 4:1-7)
3. until the day you take full possession of that inheritance, you possess only an earnest and a
hope of it, and it can still be lost if you are disowned for violating the will by apostasy (Colossians
1:21-23)
4. while it can be said that we are saved when we are converted, eternal salvation is yet to be
fully secured only at the day of judgment when the inheritance is entrusted to every soul (Titus 3:4-7)
a. of this yet future possession, the angels are “ministering spirits sent forth to minister for
those who will inherit salvation” (Hebrews 1:14)
b. the possibility of being disowned disciplines us to maintain our hope (Hebrews 2:1-3)

Conclusion

Conversion brings joy to a lowly spirit and introduces a realistic hope of eternal life to a heart that knew it
not before. David called on his brethren to pray gratitude and sing joyfully when he was raised from
sickness, like a bucket from a well. We will surely do likewise if you will consent to go down in this
water and be raised to newness of life today.
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Psalm 31: My Rock of Refuge

Introduction

In Psalm 31, David relates the fact that he continues to trust in Jehovah, despite the criticism and ridicule
of his neighbors, enemies and acquaintances who find him detestable. Another Bible character, the
apostle Paul, found his reputation with unbelievers about the same and yet proclaimed the same level of
trust in God. When we compare the lives of these men to ours, it becomes clear how forceful is their
example in encouraging us to be faithful and carry on. [Read Psalm 31:1-24.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. David’s Flight to God (1-8)

1. when Israel was in trouble with both God and Egypt and the Lord considered destroying his
nation and giving Moses a new troop, her leader begged God to relent for fear the Egyptians would mock
both Israel and him as failures

2. so David here expresses a trust that he will never be shamed by God’s failure to meet his
promise

3. the king imagines himself in a wilderness of solitude and fear, finding a cave into which he can
crawl and rest; this is his relationship with God when the going gets tough

4. in that rock of refuge, he commits his soul to God’s tender care and guidance, as all must who
want to be saved from sin and death

B. Suffering and Isolation (9-13)

1. still the grief of his isolation caused David many tears and a breakdown physically and
emotionally; to hear the honesty of David in such a matter is reassuring for we all feel this way
sometimes but are often convinced that we are not allowed

2. a Christian living in a godless world will often be made to feel isolated and alone, if he is truly
living and speaking his faith

C. Trust in God (14-18)
1. David believed that we should say something for God everyday
a. maybe it is just in your home with your children; maybe it is in the workplace or classroom
with troubled friends
b. we should never be ashamed to say, “You are My God”
2. our writer echoes the comment heard so often by the righteous afflicted for vindication
3. still, we must wait for God who owns the exclusive right to vengeance

D. Praise (19-24)
1. David believed that God’s grace belonged to those who fear him
a. fearing God is built upon the belief that God exists, and can affect the lives and fates of
mankind, and that his promise of final justice includes executing that right to vengeance on not only the
blatantly wicked, but also the backslider
b. our fear of God is not a loathing, but a reverence and understanding of divine justice
2. David reveals a new understanding that he has gained, that even when the righteous think God
is not listening because he doesn’t seem to be alleviating the problem, he does hear and will solve
everything in his time

II. Some Applications
A. The Sufferings of Paul
1. the thing that seemed to cause the most suffering in Paul’s heart was actually something he had
done to himself and other Christians before he was converted (First Timothy 1:12-15)

a. he was present when Stephen was martyred and began from that point a campaign of
intimidation and terrorism meant to eliminate the name of Christ from the consciousness of Judea forever
(Acts 8:1-3, 9:1-2)

b. the memory of this tragic period in his life haunted him for the rest of his days
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2. following his conversion, Paul fell into quick disrepute among his former friends in the Jewish
leadership
a. an attempt upon his life was made immediately by the Hellenists in Jerusalem (see Acts
9:29)
b. another attempt to stone him was made by both the Jews and Gentiles in Iconium (see Acts
14:1-7)
3. in Philippi, he was rewarded for exorcising a demon by being stoned and beaten with rods,
then thrown into prison (see Acts 16:16-40)
4. his teaching on Christ’s resurrection was mocked in Athens (see Acts 17:16-34)
5. he was at the center of a riot in Ephesus (see Acts 19)
6. when he returned to Jerusalem, he was nearly killed by the Jews again (Acts 21:27-36;
23:12-15)
7. he spent years in a Roman prison cell for no other reason than offending the Jews

B. Paul’s Rock of Refuge

1. it will never get that bad for you and yet the lesson is still powerful-when a Christian is
humbled and made to feel weak by the trials of life, then his strength can be refreshed by the might of
God’s grace which is sufficient and made complete only when men stop trying to stand on their own and
learn to kneel (Second Corinthians 11:24-12:10)

2. if Paul could call his affliction momentary and light, why cannot I (Second Corinthians
4:13-5:9)?

3.if I cannot, it is because the eternal weight of glory is yet a mystery to me in exactly the respect
that will rescue me from materialistic worry and shortsightedness

4. the end of all things is that my body is not eternal but heaven is and my yearning should be to
lay up treasure forever, not in a perishable tent

C. Paradise
1. a lifetime of suffering cannot be compared to a single second in Paradise (Romans 8:18, 31-39)
2. understand as David and Paul did that if you are on God’s side, you cannot lose the race
3. we are only more than conquerors when we conquer fear, shame or complacency and
overcome our weaknesses to stand up for Jesus (Romans 1:16, Second Timothy 1:8)
4. I suffer but am not ashamed because I know God and trust that he is qualified to watch over
my soul until the last day (Second Timothy 1:12)

Conclusion
Have you put your soul in God’s hands?
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Psalm 32: Blessed Is The One Whose Transgression is Forgiven.

Introduction

Psalm 32 is headlined as “A Contemplation” of David. It is an instance when David looked back on how
things had gone lately and realized that relief to his soul and conscience only came when he took courage
and approached God for mercy, rather than cowering in the corners, ashamed of his blemishes. Haven’t
we all felt that way sometimes when we find ourselves guilty of some error? Psalm 32 is about what we
do with the pangs of guilt. David had to learn by unpleasant experience that avoiding the Lord means
carrying around the baggage of sin with no one to remove it. [Read Psalm 32:1-11.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Beatitude on Forgiveness (1-2)
1. this passage is quoted by the apostle Paul in the New Testament to exemplify the idea that God
can forgive sins, although man has not earned his mercy (Romans 4:1-8)
a. Paul’s point is that Abraham was a sinner and with his first transgression, he forfeited
forever the possibility of being self-justified by sinless perfection
b. if Abraham is to find eternal Paradise, it will not be by his works for his sin prevents it
c. rather it is Abraham’s sincerely obedient faith that led him to God’s grace
d. Abraham’s eternal reward will not be the wages of one who earned heaven, for he sinned
and “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23); God however makes provision for man’s sin through his
grace and covers those transgressions with mercy
2. our salvation, because we are also sinners (see Romans 3:23), will follow much the same path
a. our first transgression means that we cannot earn salvation in life, for only sinless
perfection is self-justifying; we need God’s grace to have a hope of a heaven we could not earn alone
b. and the only way to find that reward is to have God cover our sins and impute them not to
our account anymore, though we deserve them

B. Refusing Grace and Avoiding God (3-7)
1. when I read this passage, it rung so clear to me, for I can remember being too ashamed of some
error to face my earthly father when I was child
a. as long as this went on, things just got worst and I actually began feeling resentful toward
my father, although I was wrong and he just wanted to forgive me
b. David says that as long as he kept silent and refrained from repentance, his body ached
with the groaning of guilt and mourning; a heavy hand was upon him
2. when you have sinned against God and become aware of it, the weight of the world seems to
be placed upon your shoulders
a. if it is a sin you have had trouble with before and even repented of before, perhaps the guilt
you feel prevents you from going immediately to God, for the shame is too great to face him
b. that attitude shows a heart soft enough to be touched with guilt and that much is good, for
the Bible speaks of some whose consciences are seared as with a hot iron and cannot feel the guilt or
shame of sin (see First Timothy 4:2, Ephesians 4:19)
c. that sense of shame is God’s gift, a sign of his love for your soul and desire to continue
fellowship with you (Hebrews 12:5-13)
3. when one is ashamed to face his father, perhaps he can find somewhere to hide, but not with
God

C. Don’t Be Like a Mule (8-11)
1. one day I tried to train my younger dog to walk on a leash, but she refused to do anything more
than be dragged along on her belly; what stubbornness!
2. David realizes that when he refused to approach God with his sin, he was being as obstinate as
an old mule that won’t obey and won’t do what is best for him, even though he is facing punishment
3. “He who is often rebuked and hardens his neck, Will suddenly be destroyed and that without
remedy” (Proverbs 29:1).
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4. if Christ is going to be your shepherd, you will have to learn to follow him and be teachable:
“If you abide in My word, you are my disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free” (John 8:31-32).

II. Some Applications
A. Securing Grace
1. the offer of the forgiveness of sins is made universally, but received only by a minority
a. the majority teach a confusing doctrine wherein there are supposedly no conditions to
God’s grace, and yet belief, confession and repentance are also mandatory while immersion is preferable
b. the Bible teaches that belief, confession, repentance, immersion, and a regenerate lifestyle
are all expressions of faith, and are all conditional to securing God’s grace (Titus 3:3-8)
c. doing these things will never earn one his salvation for God cannot be put in man’s debt
2. David spoke of those in whose spirit there is no deceit; this is one whose conscience has
answered the call of guilt by seeking mercy; only those who diligently seek it will find it: “But without
faith it is impossible to please [God], for he who would come to God must believe that he is, and that he
is a rewarder of those who diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).
3. Jesus taught, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he who does the will of my Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

B. Coming Before Him
1. the penitence of Simon the Sorcerer gets a bad rap among Calvinists because his sin proves the
possibility of apostasy; they try to make it like he was never really a Christian at all, even after he
repented before Peter (Acts 8:18-24)
a. Simon’s reaction, however, is exactly what a shamed sinner should have (Second
Corinthians 7:8-11)
b. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness” (First John 1:9).
2. sometimes people fear admitting to a crime, hoping that the authorities will not find out and
they will get away with it; children try to cover up a broken glass hoping to avoid punishment
a. forget that tactic when it comes to God for “there is no creature hidden from his sight, but
all things are naked and open to the eyes of him to whom we must give account” (Hebrews 4:13)
b. that sense of guilt, sometimes created by rebuke from another person, or from a study of
the Bible, or private contemplation of our actions against God’s standard, should lead us quickly to God’s
mercy seat (Hebrews 4:14-16)

C. Joy
1. the wicked will face many sorrows, David says
a. I weep when I read all the statistics that point to the decline of the family in America and
the fact that so many cannot correlate the problems of our youth with redefined morality and the tolerance
of wickedness
b. the word of God, if heeded, will prevent divorce, most unwanted pregnancy, drug abuse,
alcoholism, hate crimes, venereal disease and drunk driving
2. mercy surrounds the righteous, so rejoice (Second Corinthians 13:11)!

Conclusion

David had to learn by unpleasant experience that avoiding the Lord means carrying around the baggage
of sin with no one to remove it.
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Psalm 33: Rejoice In The Lord

Introduction

Attempts to ascribe this psalm to David or another writer are matters only of supposition. Neither the
author nor its immediate inspiration are revealed. Psalm 33, therefore, takes on a transcendent meaning as
it emphasizes the joy of the saint who serves the living God. Psalm 33 is a call to joyful praise of a good
and considerate Lord who is our help and our shield. [Read Psalm 33:1-22.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Make a Joyful Sound (1-3)
1. when my wife is cooking in the kitchen, I will often wander in to look at the pots and pans
(maybe I see a cake baking in the oven or some sauce simmering on the stove)
2. the aroma is pleasant to my nose and it gets my attention
3. Christian worship is not quite like that to those participating in it, but it is just like that to God
a. Noah revived in God a hope for the future of mankind when he punctuated the ark journey
with a burnt offering (Genesis 8:20-22)
b. but making material sacrifices to benefit the work of the Lord has the same effect
(Philippians 4:14-18)
c. love that considers brother and neighbor before self pleases God (Ephesians 5:1-2)

B. Fear The Lord (4-9, 16-22)

1. if God would come to the Earth and bend steel bars or lift automobiles, I suppose men would
be more inclined to fear him as the psalmist encourages

2. there is even an entertainment troupe called The Power Team that tours the country trying to
just that for God, perform feats of sideshow strength to get people thinking about the Lord

3. it will not work for appealing to the flesh will never save the spirit and fear of God must come
from a willing and open heart, not one terrified into unwilling submission

4. fear of God remembers the fate of Sodom and Egypt and even Israel and Judah

5. God created the world from nothing, has flooded its entirety once and promises to melt the
entire planet yet in the future; that is an ability that should inspire respect and even fear in those currently
making reservations for the flames

C. Christ, Our High Priest (10-15)
1. is this America or Israel or what?
2. none of the above; the only nation that has Jehovah as its universal God is the kingdom of the
elect, the called-out, the church (First Peter 2:9-10)
3. no other nation can claim universal belief in Jehovah among its citizens; membership in the
church of Jesus Christ, however, is only attained by true conversion (Acts 2:37-47)
4. one’s heart has to be refashioned by the power of the gospel (Hebrews 8:7-12)

II. Some Applications
A. Is There Joy Behind Your Worship?

1. are you glad to be here for this worship service or is your heart somewhere else?

2. are you pleased to return a contribution to God’s work or do you make that offering
reluctantly?

3. do you sing each word with equal emotion and thought or pass through the words without
consideration of their intent?

4. do you dread Wednesday evenings as an unfair interruption of your week?

5. our worship is to be an expression of our joy at being saved by the love of God, but even the
Israelites who passed through the Sea and ate food that fell from the sky came to take those blessings for
granted and lose a sense of joy at God’s providence and love

a. you cannot tell someone to be joyful; you must introduce the reasoning for joy to his mind
and let him make joy part of his heart (Romans 15:8-13)
b. joy should come from realizing what God has done for us and what our eternal fate is to be

6. why do some Christians act like they are miserable?
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a. they have forgotten all that they have going for them and are inadvertently bringing
ingratitude to God (Hebrews 13:14-16)

b. worship should issue from a joyous heart and should look, sound and smell like it (Second
Corinthians 9:6-7)

B. Instrumental Music

1. there is no doubt that the author is advocating the use of instrumental music in worship under
the Old Testament law; however we do not live under the same law as he

2. the Bible makes it clear that the Old Testament authority has been superseded by that of the
New Testament of Jesus Christ, which prescribes only singing as a form of musical worship (Ephesians
2:14-16 5:17-19)

3. the apostles and early disciples leave no record or example of using harps or lyres in the
worship of the church and so we eschew them as unauthorized by our King

C. Fear
1. by fear, we do not mean the way that someone fears a bully or dreads a disease
2. by fear, we mean a healthy respect for the power of God that recognizes the dual nature of his
justice—eternal blessing for the faithful and eternal punishment for the wicked
3. fear can help maintain faith, but fear alone will never give birth to faith—“Then the churches
throughout all Judea, Galilee and Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the
Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied” (Acts 9:31).
4. lacking this fear of God leads to gradual rebellion and apostasy (Hebrews 3:16-4:2)
5. willful sin practiced after conversion returns the Christian to the devil (Hebrews 10:26-31)
6. see how faith and grace are connected to the fear of God (Hebrews 12:28-29)
7. some reject the fear of God based on John’s words (First John 4:17-19)
a. John is not talking about reverence and respect as we have noted, but the terror of
judgment that the unfaithful and ungodly should possess
b. indeed Christians are not to be terrified of the judgment, but to be hastening it, for it holds
the consummation of God’s glory for all mankind (see Second Peter 3:10-14, Hebrews 9:27-28)

D. Fashioning and Refashioning Our Hearts
1. God made men and understands their ways and strengths and weaknesses
2. furthermore God dwelt as a man in the body of Christ Jesus and has become our only High
Priest laboring between man and the Father (Hebrews 4:14-16)
a. in the wilderness by Satan’s personal appeal, Christ faced temptation to indulge the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life
b. he understands what it feels like to be poor and hungry, to be lonely, disappointed,
frustrated, angry and persecuted
3. he understands our prayers when we beg for help and strength and is only incredulous when
we fail to pray such admissions and petitions (see Second Corinthians 10:12)

Conclusion
Christians should rejoice in the Lord and express their gratitude for salvation in their worship and their
everyday lives.
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Psalm 34: Taste and See That The Lord is Good

Introduction

The title bar of Psalm 34 includes the explanation that David wrote this song after he pretended to be
crazy in front of King Achish of the Gaths. (Apparently Abimelech is a royal title like Pharaoh.) This
event is recorded in First Samuel 21:10-15. David was driven away from the king and his life was spared.
This psalm follows that event as David invites others to join him in praising a God who delivers the just
from the unjust. Psalm 34 is an expression of the psalmist’s gratitude when God delivered him from
trouble (34:1-7), an invitation for others to experience God’s goodness (34:8-16), and a reassurance to the
righteous (34:17-22). [Read Psalm 34:1-22.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Deliverance (1-7)

1. this event takes place after Saul has realized that David is his rival for the throne of Israel and
has become envious at David’s heroism (First Samuel 21:10-15)

2. Saul is now pursuing David with the intention of killing him; to avoid having to fight and
possibly kill God’s anointed king, David is in flight

3. by feigning insanity, David manages to escape certain death in Goliath’s homeland, but wisely,
the future king recognizes that God would have rescued him by any means

B. Taste and See (8-16)
1. the psalmist challenges the reader of his work to test what he has claimed about God to see if it
is true
2. he promises blessing to the trusting, providence to those in want, many good days to those who
desire life, and an ear that hears the cries of the downtrodden
3. we have these blessings through our Savior if we live a life of faith (First Peter 2:1-3; cf.
Ephesians 1:3)

C. Reassurance to the Righteous (17-22)
1. David reassures the righteous that God will hear them in their hour of need as he heard him
2. Jesus has promised blessing upon the kingdom of heaven to the poor in spirit and those who
mourn (see Matthew 5:3-4); the idea is that a realization of the horror of sin is necessary to truly
understand the need and power of God’s grace and take full advantage of the offer
a. sometimes repentance is expressed without true contrition, in an attempt to convince
people one is sorry when he is not
b. contrition is like David’s reaction to Nathan’s rebuke of his sin with Bathsheba; it is heart-
rending and debilitating

II. Some Applications
A. Praise At All Times
1. if you were to examine all the membership directories of all the churches of Christ in the
world, you would get a most inflated concept of the number of souls that will be saved in the end
a. the number of genuine Christians is decreased from such estimates because so many are
only going through the motions, fooling elderships and themselves, but never God: “These people draw
near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me With their lips, But their heart is far from me” (Matthew
15:8).
b. they are wearing the costume of a saint, but beneath are hardly worthy of that noble calling
2. our God is continually worthy of praise, but many only bless him when things are going well
a. in times of hardship, when the cure is not found quickly enough, God is neglected; still
many more reserve their worship of God for Sunday and live according to the world six days a week
b. instead, we worship God continually by following the example of patient Job (Job
1:20-22)
c. or the example of the apostles in prison who sang hymns and taught sinners
d. never let us become like the child who flatters his father when receiving gifts, but who has
no use for him when the money is slow
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3. we must strongly advocate private, daily worship in our homes and lives (Matthew 6:5-6)
4. a great act of worship is practical discipleship (Matthew 5:13-16)

B. Trust in God
1. David was delivered from physical harm, but we are more concerned with the harm reserved
for souls that are enslaved by the devil
2. genuine trust in God that changes one’s life and follows the Bible will preserve a soul (Romans

5:1-5)
3. “Whoever believes on [Christ] will not be put to shame” (Romans 9:33).
4. but this belief and trust must be of the enduring kind (First John 2:28-29)
5. this poor man cried but God was listening and acted to help (Luke 12:4-9)
C. Angels

1. so often it is angels in the Bible who carry out God’s will in aiding his ministering servants (an
angel fed Elijah, closed the mouths of Daniel’s lions, and freed the apostles from prison)

2. they serve those who will inherit salvation (see Hebrews 1:14) and transport the souls of the
righteous dead to Abraham’s bosom in Paradise (see Luke 16:22)

3. here the angel of the Lord has circled the wagons to protect the Christian (Jude 20-25)

D. Conditions For Such Blessing

1. one must fear the Lord (see Hebrews 12:28)

2. one must seek the Lord (”Seek and you will find” (Luke 11:9); “Seek first the kingdom of
God” (Luke 12:31))

3. one must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceit: “Let each one of you speak truth
with his neighbor” (Ephesians 4:25-32)

4. one must depart from evil and do good: “Be holy for I am holy” (First Peter 1:16)

5. one must seek peace and pursue it (Romans 14:19)

E. Many Are The Afflictions
1. some criticize this psalm as unrealistic but I think this last passage reminds us that even the
righteous are not immune from the world’s suffering and problems
2. the difference is not in the storms that fall but the foundation upon which men build
a. if your life is built around Christ, it will inevitably go better for you in the long run
b. if you build on the shifting sands of the devil’s promises, ultimately you will be swept
away

3. be faithful (Hebrews 13:5-6)
Conclusion

Psalm 34 is an expression of the psalmist’s gratitude when God delivered him from trouble, an invitation
for others to experience God’s goodness, and a reassurance to the righteous.
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Psalm 35: Plead My Cause

Introduction

Psalm 35 is the first among a group called the imprecatory psalms, so called because their lyrics plead
with God for punishment upon one’s enemies. They are sometimes also called the cursing psalms and
tend to astonish the Christian when he first reads them. And for good reason. Imprecatory psalms seem to
have an attitude of personal vengeance, but in reality, they are merely honest prayers for divine
vengeance. However, Christians know they must turn the other cheek and pray for the conversion of their
enemies, a step that seems left out of the imprecatory psalms. If this is so, it is because they were written
for consumption by the nation of Israel which fought literal battles to the death, unlike Christians who are
to fight spiritual battles with weapons from on high. If we are forbidden from exactly echoing the attitude
of the imprecatory psalms, what is their value to the modern reader? They are valuable in that they
remind us of the what the New Testament teaches about enemies and vengeance. [Read Psalm 35:1-28.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Against Persecutors (1-10)
1. David asks God to take hold of the shield and buckler, two pieces of armor that are defensive
in nature; David is on the defensive, but feeling weakened and in need of help
a. perhaps this psalm was written when he was in flight from King Saul or his own son
Absalom, who rebelled against his crown
b. in any event, David’s enemies have him on his heels and sensing desperation
2. more and more over the last few months I have had this sensation myself on behalf of the faith
everywhere in this nation
a. a majority of people, it seems, have taken a cavalier attitude toward sin (fornication,
drinking, adultery, lying) and I feel more cornered and isolated than ever
b. add to that the shrinking number of so-called Christians who believe in Creation rather
than evolution and the earth seems to be shifting under my feet
c. in the church, so many are becoming drunk on unity-in-doctrinal-diversity through divorce
and remarriage doctrines and the subject of the limits of fellowship
3. but we have as an example our Lord who was on the defensive in the presence of the high
priest and Pontius Pilate (First Peter 2:19-24)
a. faith is proven when the going is tough, not easy
b. follow in Christ’s footsteps and commit no sin and use no deceit; commit yourself to God’s
care
4. and the courage of the apostles before the council (Acts 5:26-29)
a. despite discouragement in evangelism, they pressed on
b. we are obeying the whims of men when we refuse to speak against sin or refuse to stand up
for creation

B. Against Fierce Witnesses (11-18)
1. David is outraged at those who lie about and against him and who among us has not suffered

this
2. Paul warns us that, “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution”
a. but how do you handle it when someone is lying about you?
b. craft a reputation that makes it difficult to believe bad things said about you (First Peter
3:8-17)

C. Against Those Who Wrongfully Rejoice (19-28)
1. when David was on the run, his enemies rejoiced because they were certain they would defeat
him; they mocked his weakness like Goliath had mocked him before
2. are we sometimes tempted to rejoice when an enemy stumbles?
a. I am not talking about his sin, but about some other misfortune, like illness or money
troubles
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b. remember we should look on the needs of our enemies as opportunities to heap burning
coals on his head by doing him kindness when, if the roles were reversed, he would have kicked us while
down

3. there is a growing contingent in this country that wishes to see the total collapse of Christianity
and they inspire a little landslide every time a Christian fails to do them good

II. Some Applications
A. Hoping For Offense
1. but you will notice that David also asks for the spear; he would like to see some offense as well
2. he wants to be reminded that God is the savior of his soul
a. Paul faced a similar problem at the hands of violent unbelievers (Second Corinthians
4:7-12)
b. and he took up spiritual weapons to fight what was ultimately a spiritual war (Second
Corinthians 10:1-6)
3. turning the other cheek does not mean letting evil have its way, refusing to rebuke wickedness
or contend earnestly for the faith
a. turning the other cheek is a prohibition against personally executed vengeance
b. we are always obligated to fight our battles with the sword of the Spirit, God’s word, as the
only offensive part of our armor (Ephesians 6:10-17)

B. Hidden Nets
1. David says that his enemies are acting without cause, that he had done nothing evil to them to
warrant such unfair treatment (verse 7); if only the world were fair!
2. such people are self-willed and carnal and the Bible says that they will bring themselves to
destruction by these plots (Proverbs 1:10-19)
a. don’t participate with those who do evil things, even reluctantly, for you will be buried the
same way as they; you will spill your own blood and destroy your own life
b. guilt by association may ruin your reputation without your actually doing what your
associates do; eventually these associations will influence you to accept and then join them (Second
Corinthians 6:14-7:1)

C. Curse Their Plots, Not Their Souls
1. we hear David praying that their plans will come to nothing (verse 6)
2. and we are reminded that the conversion even of our enemies should be our prayer

D. Love Your Enemies
1. David is hurt by this onslaught because he had always treated these people fairly and with
fraternal compassion; now they were repaying him with malice
2. “Love thy neighbor” was Old Testament doctrine, but an allowance for hating one’s enemies
had been added to it (Matthew 5:43-48)
a. faith is not proven by loving those who love you, but by loving those who hate you
b. to be complete means doing more than even the worldly will do
3. perhaps David was at times tempted to turn on his enemies, but he did not show it against Saul,
nor Jonathan; he continually blessed them and hoped for understanding and reconciliation
a. our goal with our enemies is mutual reconciliation to each other through Christ (Romans
12:14-21)
b. good is overcome by evil every time a Christian adopts the ways of his enemy—name
calling, physical violence, gossip, vengeance, and indifference to his soul

E. Let God Be Magnified
1. in this Earth, we are to be reflectors of Christ’s glory and goodness by means of the good deeds
of our discipleship to the Master (Ephesians 3:20-21)
2. don’t detract from that great light by dipping a toe into the darkness when tempted to
condescend to the level of one’s enemies

Conclusion

Imprecatory psalms seem to seek personal vengeance, but are mostly prayers for divine vengeance.
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Psalm 36: An Oracle Within My Heart.

Introduction

Psalm 36 shows the mind of David grappling with life’s complexities in light of the power of evil men
despite the light of God’s truth and goodness. Like any truly righteous man, David marvels that some
people can be so wicked and unconcerned about the will of God. Still his prayer in the end recognizes
that we all stray from time to time and must be reminded that we desperately need God’s mercy. [Read
Psalm 36:1-12.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. A Portrait of the Wicked Man (1-4)

1. it is one of those simple explanations that we grope to find all the time and then amazes us in
the end how easy it is—unrepentant sinners live their lifestyles because they just do not fear God

a. truly, the easiest answer usually is the correct one, for while we search for deep
psychological reasoning, in the end, it is simple irreverence for the Almighty that allows a wicked person
to keep on being wicked without much concern

b. and yet, the Bible reminds us that without a fear of God, we are going to miss the point of
our entire life (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)

c. Job 28:28 says, “Behold the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is
understanding.”

2. even the law of faith that brings salvation by grace to man is dependent upon a fear of God—"In
truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. But in every nation whoever fears him and works
righteousness is accepted by him” (Acts 10:34-35)

a. when you find yourself in the throes of temptation, forced to choose between the right path
or the left, look above and see God watching over your decision and know that he is deeply concerned
with how your exercise your free will

b. if my earthly father had watched over more of my decisions, [ would not have made as
many foolish choices; fortunately our heavenly Father is perfectly vigilant

B. Divine Goodness (5-9)
1. remember it is God’s patience that often hardens the hearts of sinners, who mistake that
longsuffering for impotence (Second Peter 3:1-9)
2. those who think God cannot act willfully forget that he already has, in Noah’s time, and that
upon this proof, he promises to act once more in destroying our Earth
3. and so, to the sinner, every time the sun rises, it is an expression of God’s mercy to a lost world
that still holds some with hope of being saved
a. like sand in the top of an hourglass, God’s mercy is not inexhaustible; eventually this Earth
will reach the degree of Sodom and Gomorrah and he will strike it
b. your responsibility is to be prepared whenever that day comes, even if it does not come in
your lifetime, for death holds the same promise of concluding the time of preparation
4. David has trouble understanding God’s mercy because it seems so far beyond anything that a
man would be willing to extend; his mercy is great enough to forgive the chief sinner on Earth who
sincerely repents

C. Prayer and Confidence (10-12)
1. wisely, David sees we do not deserve all that God has given to us and that we are unworthy of
his mercy and grace
2. and so, even we who try to live justly, need his help every day with our weaknesses and
failures

II. Some Applications
A. Flattery of Self
1. David sees that such wicked people flatter themselves in that they think they have gotten away
with something

o
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2. how many criminals on Earth have been wrongly acquitted, yet their date with God remains
etched in stone and the great Judge will make no such errors
3. Paul told the Romans that every day of life was another chance to make oneself right with
God, yet he saw that many of them were instead hardened by God’s patience and resolved to continue in
sin, confident that they would not be called to judgment any time soon: “Or do you despise the riches of
his goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to
repentance? But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent hearts you are treasuring up for
yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God” (Romans 2:4-5)
a. so much full apostasy begins with the indulgence of one sinful temptation that snowballs
because judgment against it is deferred until life’s end (Ecclesiastes 8:10-13)
b. God’s patience is mocked and the heart grows hard until it is beyond feeling the pangs of
guilt anymore (see Ephesians 4:19)

B. He Does Not Hate Evil
1. when we understand what an insult sin is to our God, we should then see that hating sin is
healthy and necessary, especially our own sin (Psalm 119:97-104)
2. most people do not hate sin, only the consequences in terms of loss, shame or imprisonment
3. hating evil is the beginning of avoiding it

C. Mercy, Faithfulness, Righteousness, Judgments

1. David extols God’s mercy as in the heavens, his faithfulness as reaching to the clouds, his
righteousness as like great mountains, and his judgments as a great deep

2. emulating these qualities sets the Christian apart from that wicked man of the early verses

3. former Congressman J.C. Watts of Oklahoma said that, “Character is doing the right thing even
when nobody is watching”

4. it is being faithful when no one could ever find you out if you were otherwise; it is doing the
right thing even when most others would be overcome by the temptation to act selfishly; it is discerning
good from evil and choosing the former despite great pressure from one’s peers to go with the crowd
(Ephesians 4:30-5:2)

D. Light and Life
1. David speaks of the abundance of the saint’s satisfaction with God’s blessing in his house
2. in God is the fountain of life and light
3. the translation of this life and light to man is the objective of the gospel (John 1:1-9)

a. it is impossible to appreciate light until you have dwelt in darkness, or to appreciate life
until it has been threatened with death, and so the gospel goes to men in the darkness of sin, confronted
with its due penalty of eternal death

b. God did not cause the sin, but he provided its remedy

E. Protect Us
1. we also pray that he might protect us from those who live wickedly and think little of our faith
2. we pray that no soul might be lost due to the pressure of wicked men

Conclusion

Our world is much like David’s, in that we must daily deal with men who hate our God and his ways and
hold us in contempt for having faith. Yet we are satisfied with God’s protection and promise.
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Psalm 37: Do Not Fret.,

Introduction

Psalm 37 begins by admonishing its reader not to fret, an exhortation with special meaning in an age
defined by stress, depression, worry and suicide. This poem has been compared to the Hebrew proverbs
because it presents so much practical advice. Psalm 37 is divided into four parts, each promising the child
of God that the Lord will watch over him and bless him. Verses 1-8 call upon us not to worry over the
success of the wicked, but to trust in God. Verses 9-22 promise that the Earth belongs to the submissive
and righteous. Verses 23-33 describe the benefits of living righteously. Verses 34-40 present a closing
challenge. [Read Psalm 37:1-40.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Do Not Fret Because of Evildoers (1-8)

1. how many times do we find ourselves admiring the beauty, wealth or power of those who

either attain or maintain these marks by means of ungodliness

a. why do we compare ourselves to those who dress immodestly, or make fortunes selling
sinful substances or mistreating others, or who exercise power in abuse of their fellow man (Proverbs
24:19-20)

b. genuine Christians are the most blessed people on Earth; why should we be envious of
anyone outside the body (Proverbs 23:17-18)?

2. envy is a work of the flesh that comes from discontent with spiritual bounty and leads to an
emulation of the covetousness and iniquity of those that define success in physical values (see Galatians
5:21)

3. when you find yourself envying anyone outside the body of Christ, your foundation is drifting

B. Inheriting The Earth (9-22)
1. Jesus repeated this promise that the meek would inherit the Earth; it was a Jewish proverb tied
to the conquest of Canaan
a. meek people are occasionally taken advantage of, but never take advantage of another
b. meek people are sometimes ridiculed as being too unaggressive, but never are pressured
into aggression
2. many think that meekness is synonymous with weakness, but our Lord described himself as
meek and he was very strong
a. meekness is a quiet strength that does not require self-serving displays of power or ability
to prove it
b. meekness is a fruit of the spirit, defined as “gentle, kind, not easily provoked, ready to
yield rather than cause trouble” (Ephesians 4:1-3)

C. Steps of a Good Man Ordered By The Lord (23-33)
1. how can I know I am walking in steps ordered by God?
2. by doing what Jesus did or would do in every situation
3. even if I suffer like Christ, I know that, like him, I will not be utterly cast down, or lost forever
for God will uphold me

D. Wait On the Lord (34-40)
1. David has seen the wicked man enjoying all his wealth and power and behaving as if he owned
the world, but sooner or later, he comes to naught and is erased
2. to wait on the Lord is to have a patient dependence upon him with an expectant faith, not
fretting or anxious that his promises may fail (see Hebrews 11:1)

II. Some Applications
A. Trust In The Lord
1. David counsels us instead to trust in God and delight in his providence so that he can give us
the desires of our hearts
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a. some take this to mean that you just need to be faithful and God will make you rich and
give you what you want, but that idea misses the point too much

b. if you are truly trusting in the Lord, the desires of your heart are going to be different-no
longer a new car or a bigger house, but a new spirit or a bigger kingdom of the redeemed

2. faith means that we place the fate of our lives and souls in his hands without any misgivings or

withholdings (Proverbs 3:5-6)

a. that is not waiting for some miraculous sign, but trusting in the word of faith once
delivered, the Bible, to guide our steps

b. there is no revelation more special than the words of the prophets and the apostles, the
foundation of faith and the church

B. Rest In the Lord
1. how many times have you lay awake at night, worried over this or that or wanting to accelerate
time
2. sometimes we trust that God will avenge the righteous but we want to hasten him along
3. we forget that patience is indeed a virtue: “He who kills with the sword must be killed with the
sword, Here is the patience and the faith of the saints” (Revelation 13:10) and “Here is the patience of the
saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus” (Revelation 14:12)
a. losing patience leads to wrath and anger at the sinner and sometimes at God
b. do not fret; it only causes harm; let God take care of his work in his time

C. God Laughs At Him
1. God watches the world and sees things from an eternal point of view; he sees men forfeiting
eternity in heaven for a few moments or even years of pleasure and riches, and God laughs when the
wicked think they have won
2. God sees that his day is coming, when even 80 years of pleasure will be reduced to chaff and
the righteous will be crowned
3. this is illustrated best in the account of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-25)

D. Never Forsaken
1. you will never see the righteous begging, for God’s plan takes care of the poor, widowed and
orphaned
2. individuals practicing pure and undefiled religion will help those in dire need (see James 1:27)
and the church is ready to practice benevolence to needy saints (see Second Corinthians 9:1) and widows
indeed (see First Timothy 5)

E. The Law Is In His Heart
1. the Christian has the law of God written on his heart; it is not just some external code of
conduct, but is a way of life (Jeremiah 31:33)
2. his words reflect God’s wisdom, not man’s

F. Mark The Blameless Man
1. instead of being impressed with worldly greatness, we should be impressed with spiritual
greatness and note those among us that walk in Christ’s footsteps, for they are bound for the last Canaan
2. God will keep us until that day (Second Timothy 1:12)

Conclusion

Psalm 37 serves to remind us that life is not about who dies with the most in the bank, but who dies with
everything in the Lord.
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Psalm 38: Iniquities Over My Head

Introduction

The Bible collection of Psalms includes seven penitential works that express a deep godly sorrow for
some sin the writer has committed. This is the third such work by David which goes under the heading,
“To bring to remembrance.” Most of us would rather forget our sin as soon as possible, but for the godly,
there is something we must do first. We must bring it to remembrance in the front of our minds and
acknowledge it before the Lord. Psalm 38 is the experience of David speaking with God about his sin and
admitting that it had brought much shame upon his soul. In verses 1-8, David recounts the conviction and
affliction that came from his sin. In verses 9-14, he remarks about his loneliness and guilt. In verses
15-22, David expresses his confident hope that God will not forsake the penitent. [Read Psalm 38:1-22.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Conviction and Affliction (1-8)

1. in a matter of a few words, David defines for us godly sorrow, an overwhelmingly painful
realization that one has broken his commitment to the Lord and brought reproach on the cause of
righteousness

2. we envision David as too distraught to do much of anything, save for prayer; the burden of
guilt is so great that it bows him down

3. I can vividly remember this feeling when I was a child in my father’s house and I would do
something that disappointed him

a. but David’s grief is greater and the consequences more far-reaching
b. and yet that disappointment in oneself for disappointing his father helps us to understand
how our every sin affects the God who sacrificed his only Son that we might not sin

B. Lonely Suffering (9-14)

1. in this passage, we find that David feels alone with his pain, that it seems all have forsaken him

2. sometimes this is because we are too ashamed to approach those closest to us with our shame
and sometimes it is because they are too ashamed to approach us with sympathy

3. but this loneliness has at least one benefit—it reminds us our own responsibility for our own
actions, that ultimately it is the sinner who must get on his knees and beg God’s mercy and go to any
offended person and make restitution

4. no one can do my repenting for me

C. Confident Hope (15-22)
1. David trusts that God will hear him when he prays penitently, declaring his iniquity
2. God already knows about our sin, so declaring one’s iniquity is not about informing God so he
will know; it is about informing God that we know
3. then we can confidently hope in the God of our salvation

II. Some Applications
A. Laying Aside the Weight of Sin and Guilt
1. if you have ever seen the inside of a race car, you must have noticed that there is nothing
unnecessary in there; it is a stripped down model if there ever was one (Hebrews 12:1-6)
a. when one is in a race, he does not voluntarily load himself down with various weights and
encumbrances
b. rather he makes certain that his back is unburdened and his limbs are untangled
2. the Hebrew writer puts us in a race, surrounded by a great audience of witnesses who ran the
same race of faith to victory
a. wisdom dictates that we not burden ourselves with sin and guilt, for they will sap our
endurance and possibly leave us exhausted short of the finish line
b. Jesus invited “all you who labor and are heavy-laden” to come unto him for rest, for his
“yoke is easy and [his] burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30)
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c. some are guilty over cheating at school, or committing acts of immorality like premarital
sex or drug experimentation; others are guilty about failing at marriage or as parents; others are guilty for
not being better children or Christians

d. Jesus invites you to come and remove that burden of guilt, just as David did, in repentance
and recommitment to following what is good, “for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives
but to save them” (Luke 9:56)

3. unlike a foot race on Earth, there is not a limit to the number of crowns which can be won in
the Judgment Day and so fellow runners aid one another rather than competing (Galatians 6:1-2)

B. Though All Forsake Me

1. some of the evenings I spent in Lithuania were the loneliest of my life—no people in the flat, no
television to make noise, no one to talk to on the phone, no Internet to visit

2. I have never found myself so yearning to pray as that time, because God was the only one to
whom I could talk

3. the gospel can be very divisive and leave a Christian with a fleshly family that does not
understand or care about spiritual things and may actually mock his faith (Matthew 10:34-39)

4. when we are weakened thus, we go to God for strength most (see Hebrews 13:5-6)

C. Godly Sorrow Works Repentance

1. godly sorrow produces diligence to overcome one’s weakness and make restitution to anyone
who was wronged or offended (Second Corinthians 7:9-11)

2. it produces a clearing of oneself, a removal of guilt by unburdening oneself perhaps to a
brother (see James 5:16) and certainly to the Lord

3. godly sorrow produces indignation, an anger at the sin one has committed, the way he has
failed his Savior and harmed his own reputation and possibly that of the cause of Christ

4. it leads to fear, yes godly fear of falling into the hands of the living God (see Hebrews 10:31)

5. godly sorrow works vehement desire to do better and to do whatever is necessary to avoid that
temptation in the future

6. and finally repentance brings vindication, absolution from sin through an application of mercy
in Christ’s blood

Conclusion
Godly sorrow will wreak havoc on your soul until you repent. Make things right with God.
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Psalm 39: 1 Will Guard My Ways

Introduction

Psalm 39 is addressed by King David to the chief musician and is a combination confession of sin and
realization of the vanity of life. David’s words are apparently occasioned by some circumstance in which
he felt surrounded by his enemies and obliged to keep silent, lest he sin with his tongue. Unfortunately,
his anger got the better of him and opened his mouth to retaliate. Psalm 39 is his confession of sin. [Read
Psalm 39:1-13.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Confession Of Sin (1-3)
1. David understood before how much evil the tongue could do, but now he has experienced its
true power for himself
2. he found that it was especially difficult, yet all the more important, when he was subjected to
the presence of his enemies, to bridle his tongue
3. what we think minor, understandable and unavoidable, Christ will judge as though bitter water
came from a fresh spring
4. we see the tongue’s evil power in different ways
a. gossip, sport of the idle, envious and carnal
b. backbiting, profession of those intent on destroying the church
c. slander, gossip for liars
d. profanity, communication of the ignorant and unwashed
e. deceit, self-preservation through prevarication

B. The Vanity of Life (4-6)
1. this sin has caused David to think about the duration of his life; it is just a vapor he claims
2. folks who have lived a while and see the end growing nigh will generally agree that it seemed
only yesterday that they were young
a. most will also lament the opportunities they neglected and the time they wasted
b. we waste much time through procrastination and security that there will always be a
tomorrow to do what we could have done today (see James 4:13-16)
3. but David sounds more like his son, Solomon (Ecclesiastes 1:1-11)
4. Solomon’s solution is wise advice (Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:1, 6-9-14)

C. God’s Discipline (7-13)
1. David says that God’s discipline hurts him and yet God never laid a hand on him
2. God’s discipline hurt David in the conscience, where the blows of his word landed firmly
3. those pangs of conscience help show God’s love for us and that he considers us his children
(see Hebrews 12:3-11)
4. if you find yourself sinning without a pained conscience, worry!

II. Some Applications
A. Self-Control and Moderation
1. so David tried to muzzle his mouth and mute himself, but found it very difficult
2. no doubt his enemies taunted him and sought to make him speak; it is frustrating to fight with
someone who turns the other cheek and refuses to fight back
3. so often, the Holy Spirit encourages temperance and moderation in our speech; Jesus reminds
us that he will judge every idle word spoken by man (see Matthew 12:36)
4. James wrote on this subject as well (James 3:1-12)
a. the tongue is more difficult to control than the body
b. the tongue is a small rudder that can determine which direction your life will lead
c. the tongue is a small spark that can ignite a forest fire
d. the tongue is more difficult to tame than a wild animal
e. the tongue is like a viper, striking quickly and deadly
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f. the tongue shows man’s contradictions—blessing God at one moment and cursing his fellow
man the next; this contradiction needs to be corrected; Paul warned us that language like this grieves the
Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:20-32)

5. overcome the evil of an enemies’ curses with good (Romans 12:17-21)

B. Anger
1. Paul warned us not to let the sun go down on anger, for it tends to become more deeply
ingrained if not treated quickly (Ephesians 4:25-26)
2. he also warned that giving in to the impulses of anger is like giving the devil an opportunity
with our souls
3. anger can be justified when it is against evil and it can be properly vented, but to resort to
angry words is to invite the devil in

C. A Carnal Life is Worthless
1. David weeps for those who make accumulation their life’s work and neglect the weightier
spiritual matters (Romans 8:1-11)
2. just as Solomon wondered about those who labor so hard and then die; their possessions
belong to another man and who knows if he will use them wisely or gratefully
3. we parents are sometimes caught in the middle of wanting to do the best for our kids spiritually
and materially
a. time is usually the medium of exchange—work longer to give them things or spend more
time at home to give them love and attention
b. choose that which lasts

D. Prayer
1. David closes by praying that God’s gaze will be removed, that sense of shame David feels

2. his prayer is for renewed strength and it will be answered (Philippians 4:4-7)

Conclusion
Psalm 39 should teach us all about the vanity of sinning or wasting time in this life.
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Psalm 40: I Waited Patiently

Introduction

Psalm 40 is the work of David, but certainly does more than describe one of his own myriad hardships in
life. Very clearly, Psalm 40 is haunted by messianic undertones, making David’s work typical of the
Savior yet to come. In this lesson, we will look at the psalm as it derives from David and points to Jesus.
[Read Psalm 40:1-17.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Rescued From The Pit (1-3)

1. David’s description of his descent into a horrible pit of adversity is somewhat like the
problems faced by another voice of justice, Jeremiah, who was imprisoned for preaching an unpopular
doctrine that also happened to be true (Jeremiah 38:1-13)

2. we also hear the echoes of our Lord’s prayer in the garden of Gethsemane just before he was
betrayed into Roman hands

3. the thing about miry clay is that it is like quicksand—the more you struggle to emerge from it,
the deeper you find yourself

4. when the Christian or sinner finds himself sinking in such a pit of despair or persecution, what
can put his feet back on solid rock?

a. the answer this passage offers is that residence in a pit of miry clay is the occasion for
diligent prayer, even if we still feel ourselves continuing to sink (see First Thessalonians 5:17)
b. rescue does not always come the moment we think to request it

B. Beatitude (4-5)
1. David reminds us again that the man who makes God his trust and security will not be
disappointed
a. it seems harder today to convince people to put their trust in the Lord for the devil is
exploiting technology and economy and feeding people’s complacency and ingratitude
b. we let the devil twist God’s abundant gifts into something that corrupts the spirit instead of
leading it to show gratitude to the giver of every good thing (see James 1:17)
2. the materialism that grips the world and is infecting the church is constructed upon the devil’s
lie—you will not surely die for indulging this evil desire or making Jesus wait (see Genesis 3:4)
3. and so men continue becoming lovers of themselves rather than lovers of God (see Second
Timothy 3:2) and yet popular religion cannot recognize the problem

C. Obedience (6-10)
1. the Hebrew writer quotes the Septuagint translation of this passage to illustrate the obedience
of Christ to God’s will and the effect upon mankind (Hebrews 10:1-10)
a. the obedience of Jesus upon the cross accomplished what the blood of bulls and goats
could not—lasting, enduring redemption from sin through God’s mercy
b. the sacrifices of the law of Moses were ultimately flawed in that they were insufficient to
remove sins and in that the one doing the worship often did so without sincerity in his heart, but from a
sense of customary obligation
2. the offering of Christ’s body, prepared by Jehovah to be sacrificed to benefit all men, sets the
believer apart from the lost

D. Prayer For Mercy and Deliverance (11-17)
1. while David states he has not withheld God’s loving-kindness and truth from those whom he
influences, he also remarks that these two divine qualities are his own source of preservation
2. loving-kindness is a fount of encouragement that produces patience, endurance and hope while
truth is that which directs our footsteps and corrects our missteps
a. being a member of the body of Christ surrounds us with God’s expression of love for his
people (see First Timothy 3:15)
b. being a disciple of the word of Christ surrounds our minds and hearts with God’s
expression of truth for living (see John 8:30-31)
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II. Some Applications
A. God Bends Forward

1. literally, David suggests that when God heard his cry, he bent forward to press his ear to the
king’s mouth

2. as Jeremiah was pulled up from the dungeon and as Daniel’s three friends were saved from the
fiery furnace before he himself survived the lion’s den and as Christ was rescued from hades and
enthroned in heaven, so the Christian can be assured that God will bend forward and hear his prayer

3. there are all sorts of ways prayers can be answered in this lifetime, but the big picture also
settles upon judgment day when sincere prayers for deliverance are answered identically

4. there we sing a new song of praise to God before his throne (see Revelation 14:3)

B. Christ The Perfect Example
1. our Lord exemplifies this security in God and distaste for trusting the temporal
a. when Pontius Pilate spoke to Christ, he became frustrated because Jesus did not cower
before him and beg for his life (John 19:5-11)
b. Jesus did not believe in the power of Pilate, but of his father
2. while most of his followers receded into the background to wait out their Lord’s destiny in
relative safety, Jesus stepped up and showed courage to the end because he truly believed in his father
3. making the Lord your source of security requires taking risks that men of lesser or no faith
would avoid (First Corinthians 16:13-14)
4. like Peter and John defying an edict to quit preaching Jesus or Paul risking his neck on
preaching journeys and before unkind rulers; this the faith that moves mountains

C. Scheme of Salvation

1. David rounds out this section by praising God for his innumerable wonderful works

2. I am sure we do not know the half of what God has done for us, but we do know is that he
sacrificed his only son that every soul on earth might have the chance at being delivered from its own pit
of sin; how many of you would be willing to give up your own child to benefit people who rebelled
against you and made this sacrifice necessary through their weakness and selfishness (Ephesians 3:8-12)?

3. in the fullness of time, Jesus came and fatally wounded the devil’s ability to corral souls into
doom; count such blessings!

D. Christ’s Example of Self-Sacrifice
1. is there anything we can learn from Christ’s self-sacrifice
2. this faith is focused upon a willingness to sacrifice oneself in favor of others (Romans 12:1-2)
a. our bodies are temples of God and not to be joined to evil like fornication (see First
Thessalonians 4:1-8)
b. our interests should be subject to the needs of those whom we love (see Philippians 2:3-4)

E. Deliverance Through Resurrection
1. I wonder if we underemphasize the Biblical prophecy concerning a general resurrection of
departed souls (see Second Corinthians 5:10)
2. compared to all the ways God might deliver us in this lifetime, the resurrection to judgment for
the faithful is beyond comparison (First Thessalonians 4:13-18)
3. David calls on those who love God’s salvation to say continually, “The Lord be magnified”

F. Failure For the Wicked
1. we also hear David praying for the failure of wicked men, but in Christ we hear a prayer for
their conversion
2. the two attitudes are reconciled in a number of ways, but recall that Jesus foiled the plans of
the wicked on many occasions himself, even as he prayed for the conversion of those that could be won
3. there is no sin in hoping that wicked intentions fail and that wicked men are made ashamed, for
perhaps then they can see the light

Conclusion

Psalm 40 is haunted by messianic undertones, making David’s work typical of the Savior yet to come.
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Psalm 41: Friends and Neighbors

Introduction

Psalm 41 is a song of lament and faith that completes the First Book of the Psalms. In it, David considers
the poor and God’s concern over them, as well as his own troubles and hope for relief. His greatest pain is
reserved for a certain friend who betrayed him. [Read Psalm 41:1-13.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. A Christian Beatitude (1-3)
1. it seems that David is undergoing hardship again and it seems like this is a common theme to
his psalms, it is

a. actually, it is not that David was constantly going through rough patches, it is that in each
trial, he wrote many psalms

b. indeed, many like this one are attributed to the period of time in which his son Absalom
revolted against the throne

2. David writes here a beatitude for those who remember the poor, or a better translation, the
powerless, sick or weak

a. he says this because he is suffering some physical or mental malady at this time himself
and is finding no assistance, even from his friends

b. David’s implication is similar to the beatitude of Jesus in the sermon on the mount:
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Matthew 5:7)

3. we might ask then, who are the poor?

a. the poor includes anyone who is in need of aid and the responsibility is part of what we
call pure and undefiled religion which belongs to every individual member of the body of Christ, who
suffers with the suffering (see James 1:27 and I Corinthians 12:26)

b. we think of the parable of the good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)

1. to receive the blessing both David and Jesus promise, we must be of a mind to treat all
who need our help as a neighbor and extend ourselves in assistance

2. to the truly needy, we give of our time and possessions; to those who need to be
encouraged to stand on their own, we deny them a crutch and compel them to help themselves (Second
Thessalonians 3:10-12)

B. With Friends Like This (4-13)
1. both Jesus and Paul knew what it was like when David wrote of the betrayal of his friends
2. the Lord went to the cross while his closest friends hid in the corners of the city or warmed
their hands at the fire with mockers and persecutors
3. Paul wrote Timothy of one occasion in which he defended both himself and the gospel and no
one stood with him, but all forsook him (see Second Timothy 4:16)

II. Some Applications
A. Showing Mercy
1. the merciful nature of God is one quality that Christ and his apostles spent much time trying to
impress upon the disciples
2. our world is often cold and lacking compassion, but the doctrine of Christ calls for a degree of
mercy unparalleled (Matthew 18:21-22)

a. in fact, the golden rule teaches if you want men to show you mercy when you need it, you
must first practice mercy toward others: “For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no
mercy” (James 2:13).

b. when a brother begs your forgiveness, you should be willing to grant him mercy (Matthew
18:15)

c. when someone genuinely repents of a sin and asks to be welcomed back into the
fellowship of the congregation, he ought to be met with open arms (see Second Corinthians 2:8)

d. we ought always to be ready to forgive, even as God in Christ forgave us of a far greater
weight of transgression (Colossians 3:12-15)
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B. Hardheartedness

1. in answering Peter’s question about how many times he should forgive an offensive brother,
Christ taught another parable about two debtors (Matthew 18:23-35)

2. the point is that the grace we received from God when our sins were first forgiven can be
revoked if we do not abide in the doctrine of Christ: “For if we sin willfully after we have received the
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of
judgment and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries” (Hebrews 10:26-27).

3. and so we must forgive a penitent brother “from the heart”

a. no holding of grudges or remembrance of the wrong so that it can be resurrected as a
weight over his head

b. forgiveness from the heart in God’s model is wiping the slate clean and recalling the
offense no more

C. When Friends Fail

1. being a friend after the doctrine of Christ means bearing another’s burdens (see Galatians
6:1-2), quelling the fires of gossip rather than fanning the flames, speaking truth even it hurts (see
Ephesians 4:26), and being an influence for good (see First Corinthians 15:33)

2. friendship is a matter of mutual interdependence (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12)

3. dependable friendships are won through effort (Proverbs 18:24)

4. they can be ruined by ubiquity, lies and failure (Proverbs 25:16-19) and gossip (Proverbs 17:9)

5. they can become evil if a friend is a bad influence (Proverbs 22:24-25)

6. friendship gives the benefit of reproof (Proverbs 27:6, 17)

D. Doxology
1. each of the five books of psalms ends with this doxology of verse 13
2. our eternal God is blessed indeed

Conclusion
David considers the poor and God’s concern over them, as well as his own troubles and hope for relief.
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Psalm 42: As The Deer Pants

Introduction

The second book of Psalms begins with a “Contemplation of the sons of Korah”, which again bears the
familiar signs of exile and anguish. In Psalm 42, the psalmist expresses the pain of a man longing for
God, but finding it difficult to grope his way back to the Lord. Yet, in the end, he finds the rock of his
salvation and fastens his faith firmly to it. We shall study Psalm 42 in two parts. Verses 1-5 express the
hunger of a saint in exile. Verses 6-11 indicate the agony and ecstasy of comprehending the plan of God.
[Read Psalm 42:1-11.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. My Soul Thirsts (1-5)

1. the writer begins this psalm with one of the most vibrant images of all the Bible, that of a
weary deer who perhaps has completed a long and speedy flight from a predator, and who now searches
just as desperately for a brook from which to drink refreshing, simple water

a. we might think of the soldier whose canteen is empty and who finds himself deep behind
enemy lines or the explorer crossing the desert, praying an oasis might appear over the next sandy
horizon

b. all these images fit the writer’s state of mind, a parching thirst for that sense that God is
beside him, hearing him, healing him

2. the apostle Paul wrote the first Corinthian epistle in a state of thirst and need (First Corinthians
4:11-13)

a. but our psalmist is employing a metaphor to show his ardent desire to relocate God’s
abiding presence

b. Jesus promised a blessing upon those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, that they
would be filled (Matthew 5:6)

c. one wonders what will become of those whose interest in righteousness is only a minor
pang of the stomach instead, or those who can be satisfied with junk food, far short of the spiritual
nutrition found in the milk and meat of God’s word

3. extreme hunger or thirst will make you do desperate things; recall how Esau’s hunger led him
to sell his birthright to Jacob in exchange for a mere bowl of stew?

a. turned in a just direction, the hunger and thirst for God’s favor will lead you to think
spiritually, not carnally, and turn all your energy upon the search (see Matthew 6:33)

b. it will lead you to value worship and Bible class over all else, and to forgo rest for
meditation

c. Amos prophesied of a day in Isracl when there would be a different thirst (Amos 8:11-13)

d. how many have made this a self-imposed drought?

B. I Will Remember You (6-11)

1. there is no greater recognition than that one’s souls is cast down, for Christ also pronounced
blessing upon the poor in spirit and they that mourn, that they should be comforted and given the
kingdom of heaven (see Matthew 5:3-4)

2. the places the psalmist mentions in verse 6 were in far northern Israel; he was far from the
temple and his home in Jerusalem

3. if you ever found yourself far from home and perhaps far from a congregation of God’s people,
you may know this same sense of isolation

4. the psalmist then reflects again upon his environment and hears the storms beating against him
and the floods rising inch by inch to engulf his body and drown him in solitude and misery

5. but even as the deluge gains on his throat and is about to submerge even his head, the psalmist
beats back the waves with the hope of God’s loving-kindness and the promise of his own worship and
prayer (Matthew 14:22-33)

a. you see that Jesus can rise above the most tumultuous sea and call on you to walk with him
if your faith can bear the journey
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b. we must learn to walk upon those things that would cast our souls down, climb upon them
like the cliffs of a great mountain until we reach the summit, making our trials and our failures and
successes regarding temptation to be stepping stones of spiritual growth and progress (James 1:2-8)

II. Some Applications
A. Appearing Before God

1. there are many ways we think of worship services; we generally call it, “going to church”

2. but our psalmist likely has the very best idea about worship services; he considered it an
appearance before God

a. are some just making an appearance before their parents, or their children, or the preacher,
or the elders, or that cute girl or handsome boy, or business contacts?

b. if only two or three souls gathered in this spacious building, it would not change the fact
that God would grant them an audience, just as he does each Lord’s day when this company assembles

c. right now, as I speak, God is watching me and watching you, listening to me and searching
you for that kernel of praise that glorifies him in the way he deserves

d. but right now, as I speak, God is scanning the pews, looking for one of his children who is
absent, whom he then finds to be on a boat on the lake or perched upon his easy chair, worshiping the
almighty television’s glow and message

3. when one receives a summons or subpoena to appear before a judge, he puts on his reverent
apparel and dutifully appears on time

a. but how many see the clock hands move toward the worship hour en route to their couch
and not their pew?

b. this many have shunned the Lord’s summons, refusing to appear before their creator and
ultimate judge (Hebrews 10:24-25)

4. but even one’s presence is little comfort to the “churchgoer” who is here in the flesh, but
absent in the spirit because his mind is permitted to wander back into the world while others sing from
the heart and study with a hungry soul

a. the psalmist thinks of the joy it used to bring him to hear others singing praise to God
along with him; now he is alone
b. do the songs of God’s people excite your zeal to serve God?

B. Why Cast Down?
1. the psalmist then asks his soul why it is cast down
2. in the times of darkest despair, hope yet springs eternal if Christians can still pray and praise
3. recall how Paul and Silas were arrested in Philippi for preaching Jesus and exorcising a
profitable demon from a young girl (Acts 16:20-26)
a. the worst doubt an infidel can insert into a Christian’s mind is why God is not rescuing him
more quickly: “Where is your God?”
b. the surrounding darkness of trial only makes the light of deliverance the more remarkable
c. the ability to praise God and trust him for rescue from the deepest pit tells the world that
God’s children will not be defeated, for God will not be overcome by evil (Second Peter 3:1-7)

C. The Devil Twists the Knife
1. the psalmist thought he would anchor his soul to the rock of salvation, but was getting the
feeling that he was adrift
2. the rock however does not move; if we have the sense of separation from God, it is always due
to our own drift, not God’s
3. we drift when we pray less, meditate sporadically or without purpose, or indulge temptation
rather than fight
4. the psalmist’s enemy asks again, “Where is your God?”
a. he could have replied that it would have been even worse if his God were not present
b. he is the help of my countenance—that which turns my frowns to joy
c. and one day, [ will ascend into the clouds to meet Jesus and no one will be asking where
God is then (see First Thessalonians 4:13-18)

Conclusion

The psalmist expresses the pain of a man longing for God, but finding it difficult to grope his way back.
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Psalm 43: Vindicate Me

Introduction

Some believe that Psalm 43 is not really a separate psalm at all, but a mistakenly disconnected fragment
of its predecessor. It is just as likely, however, that those manuscripts which combine the two are in error
and that Psalm 43 is indeed a separate work, though a fitting successor to the message of Psalm 42. Psalm
43 is a brief prayer offered to God in hopes of gaining some comprehension of a downcast soul. Consider
the roles it assigns to God—deliverer, source of strength, light and truth, joy and hope. [Read Psalm
43:1-5.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Vindication (1)
1. it is surmised by some that Psalm 43 is David’s reaction to Saul’s decision to treat his former
friend as an enemy and pursue him to the death
a. David finds himself unjustly in the position of “enemy of the state” and is particularly
wronged by one man named Doeg
1. as David fled from Saul’s presence, he came to a community of priests called Nob and
was aided by Ahimelech and the others there
2. the Edomite Doeg, a chief herdsman of King Saul, however, was also there and saw
how the priests aided the fugitive
3. when Saul arrived at Nob, Doeg took the side of the unbalanced monarch (First
Samuel 22:6-10, 18-19)
4. perhaps Doeg is the unjust man David had in mind
2. after David became king, his own son rebelled against him and put him to flight from
Jerusalem
a. Absalom also added one of David’s closest counselors, Ahithophel, to the rebellion
1. David prayed that Ahithophel’s advice would be turned to foolishness (see Second
Samuel 15:31) and it was (Second Samuel 16:20-23)
2. his later good advice was disregarded and he killed himself, but the betrayal of David
surely wounded the king in a like way to his son’s rebellion
b. in this case also, David found himself an enemy of the state and seeking any port of refuge
c. perhaps Psalm 43 is a reflective prayer on those hard times; we can learn of the helpful
nature of our God from its words

B. God as The Answer (2-5)
1. the psalm begins with a prayer for vindication, but then asks why the writer should feel
downcast if God is with him
2. he begins to acknowledge again that God is his source of light, life, truth and joy, as he must be
ours

II. Some Applications
A. God as Deliverer
1. the psalm begins with a prayer for vindication, a legal term denoting that the defendant is
innocent and justified
a. the plaintiff is an ungodly nation, making judgments according to unrighteousness
b. to the writer, only God could possibly deliver him from the deceitful and unjust man; I
think it is most likely that this man is just the epitome of all the evil present in the nation at that time
2. our own supposedly “Christian nation” has grown quite ungodly in recent years and it may be
that we are also seeking deliverance
a. “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34)
b. morally, America barely resembles the country that began this century, even this decade
1. it is now commonplace for unmarried men and women to live together and produce
offspring, homosexuality is gaining protection as a civil rights issue, the murder of the unborn continues
unabated and profane language is now found in cartoons
2. Christianity is being marginalized as intolerant and dangerous to the public weal
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3. because evil men tend to wax worse and worse (see Second Timothy 3:13), it appears unlikely
America will ever rescue herself from this moral morass, but the fate of our souls does not depend upon
the fate of our country; we must be interested in deliverance on an individual basis

a. this was the mission of our Lord (Luke 4:16-19)
b. his death provides the ultimate deliverance (Hebrews 2:14-15)

B. God as Source of Strength
1. the psalmist wonders within himself why he is so downcast, seeing God is with him
2. he recognized that God was the source of his strength
a. the Hebrew writer says of Sarah that she “received strength to conceive seed, and she bore
a child when she was past the age, because she judged him faithful who had promised” (Hebrews 11:11)
b. faithful will find the strength to stand for right in God and be blessed with enhanced
endurance
c. God told Paul that divine strength was made perfect in weakness (see Second Corinthians
12:9), the realization of need and decision to depend on God for its supply
d. what do you do in time of weakness or temptation?
1. if you are wise, you will realize you need help and fall to your knees in prayer (see
Colossians 1:11-12)
2. in times of weakness, you will seek guidance in God’s word (James 4:6-10)
3. we avoid prayer and study in these moments because we secretly want to fail and that
is the greatest weakness of all
4. when faced with the temptation to lose your temper, engage in filthy language or jokes
or do something immoral, recognize the weakness and seek God’s strength for you can overcome all
things if Christ strengthens you (see Philippians 4:13)

C. God as Light and Truth
1. Jesus prayed that God would sanctify his children by his word, for his word is truth (see John
17:17); the psalmist said his “word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (119:105)
2. the psalmist here is groping to find what is right and to find his way to God’s service and
favor; he pleads for the way to be lit
3. the light of God’s word will guide the erring and wayward back to the right (Ephesians 5:8-14)
a. to love and crave the light of God’s word, you must be prepared for that light to expose
your own blemishes (John 3:18-21)
b. sometimes the truth hurts, but that hurt is evidence of a heart yet soft enough to be
corrected and made pleasant to God

D. God as Joy
1. notice that our psalmist does not call God the fountain of joy, or the giver of joy or maintainer
of joy, but Joy Itself, his exceeding joy
2. finding his way back to God’s worship and service would renew that joy in his heart
a. the light of truth will always lead you to praise God, both in private and in this assembly
b. the light of truth will never lead you to some place else and if you find yourself there when
the saints are meeting, it is not God’s word that has led you there
c. there can be no Christian joy in disregarding God’s light of truth to get yourself away from
the assembling saints
3. the message of the gospel is intended to bring the faithful joy, no matter what the events of the
day may be (First John 1:1-4)

E. God as Hope
1. the driving force that allows men to go on is hope
2. the Bible says that all Christians share in one hope of their calling (see Ephesians 4:4) and that
is to be delivered at last from this corrupted planet (First Corinthians 15:50-58)

Conclusion
If we allow God to be our light of truth, he will strengthen us every day with a sense of joy and hope and
ultimately we shall be delivered and crowned with glory.
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Psalm 44: In Days of Old

Introduction

The forty-forth psalm is a work of one spirit’s confusion. The writer begins by recounting stories of
Israel’s history, learned at his father’s feet. Through these stories, he learned how Jehovah prospered
Israel, though she was smaller and weaker than her enemies. Now, however, the writer seems to be part of
a faithful remnant, cut off from that larger body which fell apostate, and curious as to when God would
begin to prosper them as their ancestors before. Through this psalm, we can gain some understanding of
our own position in God’s small, but faithful remnant. We can stand on the fact that God changes not and
will always, eventually, prosper his faithful few. [Read Psalm 44:1-26.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. The Deeds God Did (1-8)
1. my own house is filled with books—there must be thousands of them; and my daughter has
inherited that love of literature herself
a. she has many books of exciting stories, filled with tales of derring-do and yet none of them
approaches the Bible in terms of both thrills and consequence
b. in the word of God, she can read or hear the most exciting stories ever put to paper and
everyone of them, not only true, but punctuated with a strong moral
1. when I was young, I heard of Noah, who found grace in God’s eyes because of his
faithful obedience, and who built the ark that preserved the human race from its self-inflicted destruction
2. I heard of Jonah who tried to run away from his obligations to God, only to find his
faith in the belly of a great fish
3. I was told about Daniel who survived the lions’ den and of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego, who emerged unharmed from the fiery furnace
4. and of David who slew the giant with a sling and prayer
2. everyone of these stories—these lessons in faith—are of what God did among his people in olden
times

B. A Lamentation (9-16)
1. but our psalmist has only heard these tales and he is not seeing much evidence of their revival
in his land
2. he sounds as if he is part of Judah’s remnant, that generation of Jeremiah, left behind to
witness the smoldering embers of Jerusalem’s destruction by Babylon in 586 B.C. (Lamentations 1:1-5)
a. Jeremiah was part of that faithful remnant, who suffered physical hardship due to the sins
of others
b. today there exists a faithful remnant that likewise must suffer upon earth due to the sins of
others
3. and likewise we are often heard to wonder when God will redeem the fortunes of this new
remnant
a. we are the few who have chosen the narrow and often difficult road less frequently
traveled (see Matthew 7:13-14), who have built our houses not upon the shifting sands of convenience
and instant gratification, but the rock of moral stability and patient perseverance (see Matthew 7:24-27),
who have agreed to be saved through water baptism for the remission of sins (see First Peter 3:20-21)
b. yet our nation is in the ashes of moral decay and even the church seems bent on self-
destruction as error after error arises
c. has God forgotten his people and sold them for next to nothing?

C. Stretching Out Our Hands (17-26)
1. the psalmist’s faithfulness was dependent upon the fact that he had not forgotten God’s name
a. it bothers me that I am not better with names than I am; sometimes I will forget the name
of someone I once knew very well, just because we have not spoken in years
b. the chances are slim you will literally forget God’s name, but figuratively, you forget it
when you cease using it
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2. when you cease to speak to your father in heaven, you have forgotten his name by lack of use:
“Pray without ceasing” (First Thessalonians 5:17)

3. we are seeing a remarkable thing in this nation today as neglectful fathers are trying to
approach the children they abandoned years ago and start a relationship, only to find the children are little
interested

a. for such fathers, it seems to be too late, but your father has never neglected you (see
Matthew 7:11)
b. do you neglect him or do you ignore him?

II. Some Applications
A. The Present Concern
1. the psalmist’s present concern is the distinction God had historically made between Israel and
the rest of the world and the way he had prospered their efforts to conquer Canaan
a. back at the beginning of the Exodus, the enslaved Hebrews shamed the mighty Egyptian
overlords for this very cause (Exodus 11:4-7)
b. the psalmist had heard stories of Canaan’s conquest that fit the promises given before it
began (Exodus 23:27-33)
2. in most every case, the enemy army was physically mightier than Israel’s and on paper, would
have won every battle
a. Israel gained the reputation of a hornet, small, yet fierce, and possessing a power beyond
imagination, attributed to their God
b. when she entered Jericho, the people’s hearts melted in resignation of defeat
c. to remind Israel that it was God’s power winning these impossible battles, he compelled
Gideon to winnow his forces down to a minuscule 300 soldiers who won the day through faith

B. Soldiers of Christ
1. some people object to the militaristic images in the New Testament, but clearly the Holy Spirit
envisioned his people engaged in daily spiritual warfare (Second Corinthians 10:3-6)
2. fortunately, we are no more to fight such battles on our own than was Israel (Ephesians
6:10-18)
a. God has provided a suit of mail that fits every saint wise enough to put it on, who wants to
overcome the wiles of the enemy
1. the belt of truth which holds all in its proper place (see John 8:32)
2. the breastplate of righteousness that protects our hearts from drifting into wickedness
or rejoining the slaves of Satan (see First Peter 4:3)
3. the shoes of the gospel of peace which permit us to walk by faith, desiring harmony
with the Lord and all men (see Romans 12:18)
4. the shield of faith that can be instantly mobilized against quick and surprise attacks by
the devil (see First Corinthians 10:13)
5. the helmet of salvation that protects the mind by teaching it to esteem every carnal
impulse of lesser importance than spiritual health (see Second Corinthians 4:16)
6. the sword of the spirit which is God’s word itself empowers us to convict the lost and
edify the saved, and to rebuke everyone who espouses error, especially those who teach falsely (see
Hebrews 4:12-13)

C. God is Yet Watching
1. no indeed, God is still watching over us and is able to preserve us through national decay and
church splits
2. we must keep ourselves in his love (Jude 20-25)
a. through constant prayer, gradual edification, and unchallenged attention to one’s eternal
reservations
b. God is able to keep the one who keeps himself in God
3. our lot is no worse than any in the Bible record and to complain that we have it so bad is to
mock the suffering of men like Jeremiah and Paul who truly knew godless governments
4. we must learn to be patient (James 5:7-11)
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D. Don’t Stretch Out Your Hand to A Foreign God
1. John closed his first book with the words, “Little children, keep yourselves from idols” (First
John 5:21).
2. your position in the faithful remnant, awaiting redemption, may be daily threatened by the
allure of a god foreign to Bible faith
a. in olden times, a tree was cut down and part of the wood was used to cook stew while
another part was used to fashion an idol
b. men and women would kneel before them, stroke them or kiss them; they would speak to
them instead of God and expect prosperity to come from them
c. what do we treat with such reverence today in God’s place?
1. we kneel before our televisions which occupy center stage in our homes in place of the
Bible
2. we stroke our cash and kiss our freshly waxed automobiles
3. we are more likely to be found on the phone than on a praying knee
4. we think lasting prosperity will come from our occupation, neglecting our eternal
profession of faith
d. such idols are just as foreign as a Baal or Ashtoreth; keep from them

Conclusion

Like the psalmist, we are tempted to be impatient with God, but after we have persevered, we will be
rewarded.
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Psalm 45: Ivory Palaces

Introduction

In every wedding I have ever witnessed, music has played an important part. What we have before us in
Psalm 45 is just that, a wedding song to celebrate the union of the great king to his beautiful and obedient
bride. In 1981, millions around the world tuned their televisions to Westminster Abbey to view the
wedding of Lady Diana to Prince Charles. The pageantry and splendor captured our imagination and held
us spellbound for hours. Yet, the wedding before us in Psalm 45 is grander and described in more
picturesque metaphors. It is the union of Christ to his church. [Read Psalm 45:1-17.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. The Bridegroom In His Glory (1)
1. the immediate context of this psalm may have some reference to Solomon, but clearly it is
more messianic in nature
2. the pen of the ready writer is held by a man overcome by joyous emotion at the thought of his
king being wed to his bride
3. today we recognize that king to be Jesus (First Timothy 6:11-15)

B. Grace On His Lips (2-3)

1. Psalm 45 predicted that the Messiah would come with grace on his lips and indeed the gospel,
that good news, was focused upon the offer of God’s unmerited favor

2. arecent newspaper editorial by a Jewish columnist summarized the mission of the Lord well:
“It is a widely held article of Christian faith that no one can be spiritually saved except through Jesus ...
Judaism teaches differently. No intermediary can deliver God’s grace and forgiveness, Jews believe; one
must earn his favor directly, through prayer, repentance and charity” (Jacoby).!

3. to be a Jew and hold this belief, you must reject Psalm 45, for it predicts an “intermediary”
would come with grace on his lips, which also indicates that salvation would be offered with a word
(Romans 1:16-17)

C. Example of Truth, Humility and Righteousness (4-5)
1. our hymn, Ivory Palaces, is about the sacrifice of Christ and what he gave up in heaven to
benefit all mankind
2. the Holy Spirit was a ready writer on this subject also (Philippians 2:1-11)
a. perhaps the more you possess, the more difficult humility is to number among those
possessions (First Timothy 6:17-19)
b. but Jesus had everything desirable and forfeited his place in heaven for more than three
decades to dwell on Earth in the humblest of circumstances
3. all that Jesus did was designed to fulfill all righteousness, even his baptism by the hand of his
cousin, John (Matthew 3:15)
4. his devotion was to truth (John 8:30-32)
a. his truths about sin, grace and salvation would set men free from their sins and bondage to
the devil (verse 44)
b. living a truthful life and speaking truth each with his neighbor would free them of the
entanglements of deceit

D. The Bride In Her Beauty (6-17)
1. as the wedding is about to begin, we are reminded of some things that John said (John 3:27-29)
2. the psalm points to the anointing of the bridegroom for the ceremony (Matthew 26:6-13)
3. verses 6-7 of the psalm before us are quoted by the Hebrew writer (see Hebrews 1:8-9) as he
showed the superiority of Christ to angels and other servants in the scheme of God (Hebrews 1:1-4)
4. we are briefly left to wonder about the identity of the bride and how the wedding will be
accomplished
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II. Some Applications
A. Worship Him
1. the psalmist predicts the submission of the bride to the bridegroom in commanding the church
to worship the Christ
2. as Ephesians 5 focused on this relationship, other passages examine the submission that every
saint and every church should feel to the authority of the master, to whom all authority has been given
(see Matthew 28:18)
3. he is the head of the church, which is his body (see Ephesians 1:22-23)
a. the prophets described his arrival (Zechariah 9:9-10)
b. his arrival fulfilled their prediction (Matthew 21:1-11)
c. this king’s coronation was of a different nature, however; it was accomplished with a
crown of thorns, a bloody death and glorious resurrection (John 18:33-38)
1. Pilate did not understand the nature of his kingdom, that a kingdom could exist, though
not in the fashion of this world
2. he was also a stranger to truth, a student of Greek philosophy that held there was no
objective truth

B. An Everlasting Kingdom
1. unlike every other kingdom in history, including the one Pilate served in, Christ’s kingdom is
everlasting, unshakable according to Hebrews 12:28
2. after nearly 2000 years, the kingdom of Christ still stands and will continue until it is delivered
back to the father in the fullness of time
3. as in the Old Testament, where Israel was called the bride of God, in the New Testament, the
church is the bride of Christ
a. Ephesians 5:22-32 describes their relationship
b. the wedding is discussed in Revelation 21:2, 9
4. each time a soul is converted, the composition of the bride expands by one (Revelation 22:17)
5. indeed every conversion is cause for rejoicing in that another soul has been wed, or joined, to
the bridegroom (see First Corinthians 6:15-20)

Conclusion

Psalm 45 is meant to remind us of the glory of our king and to keep the image of his majesty alive in our
hearts. When that image is present, we will gladly bow before him and worship him, as the bridegroom of
the church.
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Psalm 46: God is Our Refuge

Introduction

Some of the things that Psalm 46 describes as troublesome and frightening are happening around us
today. The psalmist was using them to illustrate the depths of despair that can grip humanity, but actually
we are witnessing them and more. The message of this psalm, which author is unknown, is that in times
of greatest trial, the godly have no cause to fear for the Lord is their refuge and strength. Psalm 46 is
sometimes known as Luther’s Psalm, because he was so fond of it and even set its word to a tune of his
own. We will study this psalm in three parts: Verses 1-3 discuss the divine refuge; Verses 4-7 combine the
ideas of the church and the gospel; Verses 8-11 tell us to be still and watch. [Read Psalm 46:1-11.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. A Refuge in Times of Distress (1-3)
1. when you look at the phenomena that the writer mentions—earthquakes, floods, etc.—it should
be easy to imagine how frightening all this would be to those in the midst of it
2. but the writer is only using these physical catastrophes to illustrate the depths of human
suffering and fear; they are meant to be extreme representations of times of trouble
3. trouble comes to the people of God today in the form of war, crime, hatred, sin and suffering;
fear is that natural impulse which cripples us and makes us defenseless
4. anxiety testifies to a doubt about the power of God to help us
a. David wrote, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil” (Psalm 23)
b. we see this reaction and weak faith in the disciples of Christ (Matthew 14:22-32)
5. the lesson is that when we find ourselves in a troublesome position, we ought to seek out a
truly safe harbor

B. The City of God (4-7)
1. although the writer probably had the city of Jerusalem in mind as he wrote, the prophetic
backdrop of his words are fulfilled in the modern city of God, the church of Jesus Christ
2. whether she is the church militant upon Earth or the church triumphant in heaven, the city of
God is on a firm foundation (Hebrews 12:22-24)
3. our solemn hope is rooted in that city whose builder and maker is God (Revelation 21:1-4)

C. Be Still and Watch (8-11)

1. for every Christian overcome by the notion that the wicked seem always to prosper on Earth,
look again and see how God has left him desolate

2. the Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians and Romans all suffered great destruction because of
their wickedness

3. men like the Herods, one of Christ’s time and the other of Paul’s, were desolated

4. the return of Jesus will be the crowning moment of the desolation of men and women who
loved and practiced wickedness (Second Thessalonians 1:3-12)

II. Some Applications
A. Refuge
1. the psalmist states that God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble
2. periods of distress in life should not ultimately be tests of our faith, but reminders that our only
hope is in heaven
3. an occasion for fear in infidels should be the impetus of a revival in the faithful, for when they
are weakened by nature, they can be strengthened by God (Acts 17:24-28)
4. God is a very present help in such times; he is not distant or preoccupied so that he cannot
attend to our prayers
5. if you have watched many disaster movies—about earthquakes, tornadoes or even the Titanic,
you get the idea that people are moved to pray when disaster threatens
a. they are seeking refuge in a storm
b. we should always stay in that harbor (Ephesians 3:20-21)
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B. The Gospel
1. old Jerusalem was surrounded by deserted areas so that when conquerors came, they often
found it difficult to locate a water supply while they besieged the walls of David and Nehemiah
a. so long as those inside could maintain that water supply, they stood a better chance of
victory than men heavily armed without
b. this psalm venerates that river whose streams make the city of God glad
2. in heaven are pictured a crystal sea and a river of life (Revelation 22:1-5)
a. heaven is the source of this river which flows now onto Earth as an earnest of refreshment
to come (John 7:37-41)
b. indeed, the gift of the Holy Spirit is promised by Peter to all those on Pentecost who
believed and were baptized for the forgiveness of their sins
c. both his gift, eternal life, and himself dwell with us today, through the power and influence
of the words he inspired between the covers of God’s book
3. the city of God is strong so long as she is watered from heaven by divine words of the gospel
of Christ and the apostles’ doctrine
4. long ago, Amos prophesied a famine upon the land, “not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for
water, but of hearing the words of the Lord” (8:11)
a. this likely foreshadowed the time when God did not send prophets or revelation anymore
until Christ
b. but now we find many have imposed this drought upon themselves, by forsaking the
assembling of the saints and letting their own Bibles collect dust at home

C. Be Still

1. for this cause, we should not murmur against God or accuse him of injustice or indifference to
our pleas

2. recall how Aaron “kept his peace” when his sons were punished by God for stoking profane
fire before him

3. recall how Habakkuk was rebuked by God for judging the events of men on his own time line
and accusing God; he learned that, “the Lord is in his holy temple. Let all the Earth keep silence before
him” (2:20).

4. the key to Habakkuk’s curiosity and our questions regarding God’s sovereignty in the affairs of
men is that we are probably missing most of what he is doing because we are too occupied with the
questions to see the answers

5. God is active today and will be exalted forever

Conclusion

The message of this psalm is that in times of greatest trial, the godly have no cause to fear for the Lord is
their refuge and strength.
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Psalm 47: God Is Awesome

Introduction

Psalm 47 could have been written when David led the ark of the covenant into the city of Jerusalem
behind great dancing, singing and playing. In this work, David calls on all the world to recognize the
awesomeness of his God and to worship him as sovereign. Psalm 47 descends to us today with
illustrations of the spiritual warfare in which all militant saints must engage and the need to worship God
with understanding. [Read Psalm 47:1-9.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. The Awesomeness of God (1-4)
1. Jehovah’s divine authority over all the earth was no more universally recognized in David’s
day than it is in ours
2. yet like ours, there was a desire by God and his people to make his recognition universal
a. Israel accomplished this, to some degree, through carnal warfare, conquering enemies and
lands and instilling a fear of Jehovah throughout the world
b. for this cause did Rahab the harlot confess all her people’s hearts melted when Joshua’s
forces approached Jericho
3. in the ultimate sense, God is King over all the earth
a. the earth only continues to spin because he allows it (Colossians 1:15-18)
b. he has the power of fate and eternity in his hand (Ephesians 1:19-21)
4. but much of the world continues to reject him through sin and atheism, tempting the second
coming and patience of God
5. when that day comes, atheism will be abolished (Philippians 2:9-11; cf. Romans 14:11-12)

B. Sing (5-9)
1. this could be the occasion of which verse 5 speaks (Second Samuel 6:1-15)
2. the ark symbolized God’s presence and allowed him an instrument through which to speak to
Israel

3. in these last times, God has spoken to man through his son, who went up on the cross and
blazed the trail to heaven (Hebrews 1:1-4; cf. John 14:1-6)

II. Some Applications
A. The Mean Time
1. in the mean time, his children make it their mission to bring as many as can be converted into
his fold of safety
2. we do not conquer lands, conduct Crusades or Inquisitions, but assault the forces and creeds of
error with spiritual weaponry, the sword of the Holy Spirit (Second Corinthians 10:3-6)

a. spiritual Israel is far different from fleshly Israel in this regard, for she is doctrinally
forbidden from destroying the enemies of truth, instead commanded to love their souls and persuade them
to be converted to it (see Matthew 5:43-48)

b. the perfect hatred of Old Testament warfare has shifted to the perfect love of the New
Testament; we seek to overcome evil with good (see Romans 12:17-21)

3. as it was necessary for fleshly Israel to learn proficiency with their weapons, so must spiritual
Israel gain experience and ability with hers (Second Timothy 3:16-17)

B. Applause

1. you will note that the psalmist calls on people to applaud God as a sign of respect and praise

2. like instrumental music in worship and dancing, this appears to be something which God did
not request, but winked at under the law of Moses, a time of ignorance (see Acts 17:30)

3. and like instrumental music in worship and dancing, applause is not authorized as an act of
praise under the New Testament

a. to worship in spirit and in truth means avoiding any form of praise which God has not

specified as pleasing to him (see John 4:23-24, Colossians 3:17)
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b. most often, applause today is directed at the speaker or performer and not the object of
adoration anyway

C. Due Praise
1. the hearer is called upon to sing praises unto God, who sits upon his holy throne (Ephesians

5:17-20)

a. we are to sing with understanding of every word and sentiment we pronounce, of the cause
for our rejoicing, and whether or not we are doing so in spirit and in truth (see First Corinthians 14:15)

b. our songs should be borne in gratitude (see James 5:13), not uttered in apathy and lacking
emotion or concentration

c. to be filled with the Spirit in this passage means to be influenced by the revealed and
written will of God and moved to such joy that it cannot be contained when the song leader lifts his hand

d. the only instrument authorized in this passage for our musical worship is the heart, the
only instrument that could do praise service

2. our songs of praise are a form of sacrificial offering like when Israel burned an animal offering

(see Hebrews 13:15)

a. when you forsake this assembly, you have neglected your sacrifice, withheld your gratitude
and thumbed your nose at your savior

b. we ought to put everything we have into our singing and do it to the best of our ability

c. our singing should not resemble an offering grudgingly given, but we should sing with
confidence and joy in our hearts

d. otherwise we sound like reluctant slaves under duress, singing because someone made us,
but not because we truly believe the words

Conclusion

God is greatly exalted by all that he does and has done, but also through the response of his people. Praise
him.
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Psalm 48: Great Is The Lord

Introduction

Psalm 48 extols the majesty of God who helped Israel fight her battles and win against the odds. For
modern readers, it is a reminder that the church of Jesus Christ is his temple and city today and that his
watchful hand is always about us. [Read Psalm 48:1-14.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. The City of Our God (1-3)

1. Jerusalem was once known as the “Queen of the East” for her beauty and power

2. Mt. Zion represented the giving of the law of Moses and access to the will of God through the
clouds of creation

3. to the Jews, she was the heart of religion, the place of worship, commerce, society and
governance

4. her walls had withstood generations of enemies, being built upon the vanquished heathen
themselves

5. Jerusalem was as much about symbolism as anything

B. The Kings Are Assembled (4-8)
1. during the reign of King Jehoshaphat, an event occurred which may be the inspiration for these
words
2. if not, this event is certainly in the same spirit (Second Chronicles 20:1-24)

C. God’s Praise (9-14)
1. the work of the church is to glorify God according to his will (Ephesians 3:8-12)
2. for he works through us when we are obedient (Ephesians 3:20-21)

II. Some Applications
A. Her Successor
1. Jerusalem was destroyed twice over by the Babylonians and the Romans, the first sacking
bringing on the remnant period and the second, the fullness of the church period
2. the prophet, Isaiah, spoke of that age in the first century A.D. when the kingdom of Christ was
established as the church (Isaiah 2:1-5)
a. all nations indeed have flowed into the Lord’s house, “the church of the living God, the
pillar and ground of the truth” (First Timothy 3:15)
b. as Daniel predicted several hundred years later, but also several hundred years before
Jesus, the church assimilated citizens of every nation and tongue into its membership (Daniel 2:44-45)
c. also the law of the kingdom of Christ sprang forth from Jerusalem, beginning on the day of
Pentecost, when Peter delivered the first gospel lesson of the age
d. the Messiah’s message was one of peacemaking

B. Heavenly Jerusalem
1. clearly, the Hebrew writer shows that the church is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy and is a
greater institution than all of the former Hebrew existence (Hebrews 12:18-29)
2. our names are registered in heaven
3. Christ is our mediator with God concerning sin and souls
4. we must not refuse him who thunders forth from the Mount, but accept each word with grace
and reverence
a. Moses and the people were exceedingly afraid and respectful when they came near Mt.
Zion
b. whenever we pick up the New Testament, we are coming near something more imposing
than even that, and with grander promise and consequence
1. “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God” (First Peter 4:11)
2. “My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a
stricter judgment” (James 3:1)
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C. God Protects the Church
1. we are more than conquerors (Romans 8:31-39)
2. sometimes God delivers us from threats (Revelation 3:7-12)
3. sometimes the threat is deliverance (Revelation 2:8-10)
4. but in every case, the faithful are victorious (see First John 5:4)

D. A City Set On a Hill
1. the church only achieves this goal when her members undertake to make themselves the light
of the world (Matthew 5:13-16)
2. “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).
3. we add savor to the world by eschewing the baser things and choosing the noble

Conclusion

For modern readers, Psalm 48 is a reminder that the church of Jesus Christ is his temple and city today
and that his watchful hand is always about us.
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Psalm 49: What Money Can'’t Buy

Introduction

Psalm 49 is among the class known as wisdom psalms, in that they invite the reader to listen and learn.
This particular work is directed to the Chief Musician and the chorus known as the Sons of Korah. It calls
on all the inhabitants of the world to gather and hear a musical proverb concerning the frailty of wealth.
[Read Psalm 49:1-20.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Why Should I Fear? (1-12)

1. the psalmist sounds like someone who has taken his share of knocks, and with the experience
of maturity, he has finally figured a few things out

2. the things he might have spent his whole life worrying about now all fall into place and don’t
seem as grave as before

3. they say that youth is wasted on the young and it may be that experience teaches us how better
to enjoy life, but by the time most figure that out, their lives are nearly over

4. the invitation, then, is to hear God’s wisdom and learn this lesson earlier, that life might not be
wasted on ultimate trivialities

B. The Way of the Foolish (13-20)
1. the foolishness of trusting in uncertain riches is explained by the account of Jesus in Luke
16:19-26
2. in the grave, worms make no distinction between the richest man who ever lived and the
lowest pauper, but God distinguishes between the just and the unjust
3. God will redeem the justified from the power of the grave, in answer to a reasonable hope of a
better life afterward (First Thessalonians 4:13-18)

II. Some Applications
A. What is Money?
1. the psalmist sounds like a man who has spent a lifetime fretting over why the wicked seem to
be prospering as he has to go twice as fast just to stay where he is
2. for many, the bitter yearning for vengeance—personal or divine—is overwhelming and thus ruins
a life
3. he has witnessed so many around him who trust in their riches, who have bought their way out
of every difficulty and taken every license to increase more in earthly standing; our psalmist may be the
man who does no evil but envies those who do and get away with it
4. but finally, it has become clear to him and this sickness of his heart is cured—that wealth and all
it has bought are but nothing in the grander scheme of human existence, for they are not negotiable when
it comes to the human soul, the only eternal thing about man
5.1f I can have my soul redeemed by forsaking such iniquity and becoming a slave to justice, I
will receive the richer prize, my spiritual redemption
a. the redemption of the soul is costly and God could not be bought off with anything of
material value, raising the stock of the soul by valuing it at the expense of his own son’s life and blood
b. the apostle Peter taught that Christians “were not redeemed with corruptible things, like
silver or gold ... but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without
spot” (First Peter 1:18-19)
c. one wonders how many will arrive at the day of judgment, stand before the bar on high,
and reach for their wallets, only to find their contents wholly insufficient to pay the price which Jesus
paid and they rejected

B. What Will A Man Give?
1. it may be that the psalmist had lived a life of sacrifice, but not always as joyously as he
probably should have; he may have envied the luxury and fleshly indulgence of the wicked at times
2. but maturity and experience have shown those weaknesses of his own mind to be in error; he
lived the right life and he wants others to follow suit, but avoid the pitfalls of envying the wicked
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a. the Proverb writer said, “Do not let your heart envy sinners, But be zealous for the fear of
the Lord all the day, For surely there is a hereafter, And your hope will not be cut off” (Proverbs 23:17)
b. you have made the better choice, now enjoy it (Hebrews 11:24-26)
3. arighteous life will, of necessity, require sacrifice (Mark 8:34-38)
4. the wicked men around our psalmist seemed to have gained the whole world, but what do they
really own?
a. they own a piece of something, for a few brief years, which is doomed to annihilation
anyway
b. my daughter often comes home with a cheap, helium filled balloon, from a restaurant or
elsewhere, and it makes her very happy for a few hours and then it flutters away to the ceiling, or it pops
or it deflates overnight, and then she is left with nothing; so is the prosperity of the wicked
5. what are you giving to the cause of Christ?
a. if the Lord put a price of $1000 on your soul, would you not raise the funds and pay it?
b. is it asking more than money to obey the gospel then?

C. You Can’t Take It With You

1. all across Texas, farmers and ranchers are selling land that has been in their families for 150
years, great expanses of land made profitable by the blood, sweat and tears of their grandfathers and
grandmothers, who once nailed up signs that boasted ownership, which are now being torn down and put
in museums or basements

2. their dying wish was that the land stay in the family forever, but their grandchildren have no
choice now but to sell to developers

3. what good is the land doing those dead people now (Ecclesiastes 2:18-23)?

D. You Still Can’t Take It With You

1. I guess I heard this phrase in a song once: “You never see a hearse with a luggage rack.”

2. Job was the rare rich man whose blessings did not corrupt him, much to the surprise of the
devil; upon losing it all, he said, “Naked I came from my mothers’ womb, And naked shall I return there.
The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21).

3. it is not so much riches that corrupt, but the obsession with riches, obtaining and maintaining
(First Timothy 6:6-10)

E. Like the Beasts That Perish
1. a man who has everything in the world going for him, but has not faith, is no better than a
dumb animal, for he mastered all but the only important function God has for his human creation, giving
praise heavenward and pleasing the maker with an adoring life
2. then the laws of economics will be rewritten to reflect a spiritual existence and the poor in
spirit will be crowned

Conclusion

A trust in riches will cause you to make decisions that you would never make if under the influence of the
word of God. Won’t you cast off that perishable lifestyle today and carry your cross in the service of a
healthy eternity?
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Psalm so0: God Has Spoken..

Introduction

We arrive at the one-third mark in our examination of the Psalms, with a work of Asaph which rains
rebuke down on the people of Israel. God’s rebuke is centered around the fact that while Israel was going
through the proper motions of worship, their hearts were far from right. God has always wanted men’s
hearts to be behind their praise for him, not just an attitude of tradition or of hypocrisy. Psalm 50 reminds
the worshiper to prepare himself to meet his judge. [Read Psalm 50:1-23.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Here Comes The Judge (1-6)
1. the image of God appearing with fire before him is one that echoes throughout both the Old
and New Testaments
a. he appeared to Moses in a burning bush to announce his intention to redeem Israel from
Egyptian captivity and then he chose to reveal the old covenant upon a mountain which he engulfed with
smoke and fire
b. the keys of the kingdom of Christ were first used on the day of Pentecost, in which the
Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles in the form of tongues of fire
c. the temporal judgment of the ancient Roman empire is described in Revelation, in
symbolic terms like those used against Babylon and Israel, flaming fire
2. indeed, the final judgment of all mankind is everywhere described as a fiery day which will
lead to fiery vengeance upon the wicked (Second Peter 3:1-13)
a. the warning is the same one issued in Psalm 50, concerning God’s fiery vengeance, even
upon his own children who stray back into the devil’s sway
b. Israel suffered her punishment and was obliterated; what will become of those who turn
away from God today (Hebrews 12:18-29)
3. remember always that the subject of Psalm 50’s warning is worship that is practically correct,
but spiritually vacant

B. To Israel (15)
1. God states that he will not rebuke his people for their sacrifices or burnt offerings, for such acts
have been done according to the letter of the law
2. he will, however, rebuke them for falling short of the spirit of the law
3. Israel had developed an attitude regarding worship that God was in need of the things they
offered him; that God needed them to support him
a. they had the process of worship down pat, but they no longer understood the reason of the
heart of worship
b. the prophet Isaiah revealed the reason this was so (Isaiah 1:10-20)
c. it was nothing more than trampling his courts to worship him with hands made filthy by
six days of sin
d. he was not fooled into thinking that 24 hours of thoughtless piety obscured a daily
addiction to sinful things

C. To The Wicked (16-23)

1. this rebuke is to all those who know God’s will, who might even make profession of it, but
who refuse to live by it

2. they cast God’s words behind them by forging ahead into life without the discipline of divine
wisdom

3. hypocrites share in the sin of thieves and adulterers, although they may make great swelling
speeches against such people

4. thus did Jesus condemn the Pharisees who could make long prayers in the morning and devour
widow’s houses in the afternoon (Matthew 23:14) without any pangs of conscience

5. furthermore, Psalm 50 exposes those who use their mouths to speak evil, lies and slander
(Matthew 15:17-19)
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a. opening your mouth does more than expose how straight or white your teeth are; it exposes
how straight and white your heart is

b. the mouth is a fountain which springs forth the content of the heart and if your mouth
produces evil, your heart is poisoned (James 3:6-12)

II. Some Applications
A. The Witness of the Heavens and Earth

1. in Psalm 50, God calls the heavens and earth as witness against his wayward people

2. judgment always begins with the house of God first (First Peter 4:17) and the terrestrial and
atmospheric creation around us serve God as figurative witnesses of all that we do, for they survive
generations and are ever-present (Isaiah 1:2-3)

3. this message takes on special meaning, for the New Testament makes clear we are waiting for
new heavens and earth, but we will not receive them if we have been corrupted in the presence of the old

B. Can This Be Repeated?

1. can spiritual Israel fall into the same trap, by performing worship that meets the letter of the
New Testament law, but fails miserably to approach the spirit?

2. our musical worship is to be the sacrifice of the fruit of our lips (see Hebrews 13:15), but it
becomes just a nauseatingly lukewarm beverage (Revelation 3:16) when we sing without consideration of
the words or knowledge of their meaning (see First Corinthians 14:15)

a. we may have the form right, by worshiping in song as did the early saints in reverence to
God’s silence concerning instruments of music in the new covenant

b. but if our songs are not sung from the heart, they are no more effective than clanging
cymbals in God’s sensitive ear

3. our prayers should be fragrant incense before the Lord (see Revelation 5:8), but if they are
ritualistic chants or showcases, they just stink (see Matthew 6:5-13)

4. we can ruin our observance of the Lord’s Supper, although we seem to eat and drink according
to the early custom

a. if we turn communion into a social or divisive exercise, we have hurt its soul (see First
Corinthians 11:17-34)

b. Paul argues that blemishing the communion will cause us to fall into God’s judgment, just
as Psalm 50 warns

5. our financial offering can be ruined, even if we are constantly increasing the amount we offer

a. it is to be a willing sacrifice, not a hated one (Second Corinthians 9:6-7)
b. sneering at the basket makes the gift a curse in God’s sight

6. even our periods of teaching can be of no effect to you, if you meet only the letter of the law
by appearing at the assembly (see Hebrews 10:24-25)

a. not paying attention to the lesson makes it as if you were never here at all
b. being a distraction to others makes it worse than not being here at all

C. Set In Order
1. the wicked were emboldened to continue sinning because judgment did not come swiftly
2. they perceived things materially and had grown unable to understand spiritual warnings or the
eternal nature of the soul
3. they had forgotten God, not a lapse of memory, but a lapse of lifestyle, and because judgment
did not come like Sodom and Gomorrah, they marched ahead without a care
4. all the while, their sin begged God to act and he will (First Peter 5:1-5)

Conclusion
We stand today in the midst of these warnings. Let us heed them lest we also perish in the same manner.
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Psalm 51: My Sin Is Ever Before Me

Introduction

Psalm 51 has become a theological football, a plaything of Calvinists, who in it see evidence of man’s
total hereditary depravity, and cause the passage to contradict other, clearer passages which deny such a
theory. Ultimately, Psalm 51 is a confession of sin, but of no sin other than the sinner’s. The subtitle of
this work sends us back to the occasion in which King David committed adultery with Bathsheba, the
wife of Uriah the Hittite, and then covered it up by having him killed. His friend, the prophet Nathan,
came and rebuked him and rendered the remorse and godly sorrow that pours forth in this psalm. [Read
Psalm 51:1-19.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Have Mercy (1-6)
1. with the sins of murder, adultery and duplicity hanging over him and poisoning his conscience,
David goes to God, the one whom he has ultimately betrayed, in search of mercy
a. he does not presume that his heart is yet right before the Lord, but hopes for reconciliation
based on God’s nature of mercy and loving-kindness; “his mercy endures forever” (First Chronicles
16:34)
b. on seeing David’s godly sorrow over his sins, Nathan told the king that although his
betrayal was great, God’s grace was greater, and the Lord had put away his sin (cf. Second Samuel 12:13)
2. while David was covering up his sin, with numerous attempts to fool Uriah into thinking the
child conceived in adultery was his, he could not be forgiven, for he was not sorry over his sin, but only
its political and social implications
a. “He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes them will
have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13)
b. you cannot be forgiven of your sin while you are seeking to cover it up or are still engaged
n 1t
¢. God desires that all come to repentance because mercy is his nature, but you have the
power in your little stubborn heart to prevent the flow of grace, simply by choosing error over truth

B. Broken Bones (7-19)
1. God’s chastening had broken David’s bones
2. that chastening came from a righteous friend who spoke rebuke to him; it may come today the
same way, or through a toe-smashing sermon, or private Bible study that lands on just the right page
3. God’s chastening breaks down our pride and the illusion of self-sufficiency so that we can be
rebuilt as recipients and agents of grace (see Hebrews 12:7-13)

II. Some Applications
A. Wash Me
1. David takes Nathan’s assurance and pleads with God for inner, spiritual conscience cleansing
2. the hypocrite, you see, would be satisfied with clean clothes, but the true disciple needs a clean
conscience, too
3. remember that David’s sin is his betrayal against God; we approach this level of iniquity
ourselves simply by betraying the savior of grace in a liaison with the devil
a. we cannot be forgiven of those sins by ignoring them, but must choose to repent (see First
John 1:5-9)
b. admitting wrong is a humbling experience, but pride is what occasioned David’s ill-fated
cover-up to begin with (James 4:8-10)
c. today we also must think of the baptism of the faithful as a cleansing experience (see First
Peter 3:18-22)

B. Sin Ever Before Me
1. David complied with God’s mandate and received his forgiveness, but the consequences of his
sin on Earth remained painful
a. the king of Israel was exposed as an adulterer, a murderer, and a liar
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b. his reputation was sullied and his moral authority to reign was damaged
c. “the way of the transgressor is hard” (Proverbs 13:15)
2. this situation is the continued guilt that plagued David’s conscience even after he was assured
that God had forgiven him; the betrayal he committed haunted him every day of his life
3. we hear this same attitude in the apostle Paul, who became a great worker for truth, but never
fully forgot how he had persecuted the saints before
4. there is, however, great strength in this statement, for it is evidence that David learned a lesson
he has not soon forgotten
a. it is not good to get over failure too quickly; remember long the awfulness of this sensation
so that you do not wander near it again
b. do you think the apostle Peter ever denied Jesus again after that dark betrayal night when
the rooster crowed to signify his failure; Peter went out and wept bitterly, learning the lesson that his
pride often got ahead of his mouth and heart

C. Conceived in Sin
1. John Calvin and the creeds he inspired have had a field day with verse 5

a. In his Institutes of the Christian Religion, Calvin wrote that man is born “altogether devoid
of good” (page 143), “cannot move and act except in the direction of evil” (145), “all the thoughts that
proceed from it are derided as foolish, frivolous, perverse, and insane” (142), is “incapable of one
righteous desire” (129)

b. elsewhere, he wrote, “there are some infants in hell not a span long.”

2. the belief, then, is that David is stating he was a sinner from the point of conception and never
had a chance against temptation

a. the New International Version of the Bible has twisted the text to support this creedal view:
“Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”

b. yet it must be admitted that trustworthy translations do not necessarily convey the idea of
total hereditary depravity here

3. other passages would also have to contradict this one, if it so teaches

a. Zechariah 12:1 credits God with forming man’s spirit within him, which would make God
a Dr. Frankenstein if he is creating a million evil souls every day

b. Jesus urged his followers to become converted and as little children (cf. Matthew 18:3);
does this mean they should become incapable of one righteous desire and unable to act except in the
direction of evil, as Calvin asserted about children?

c. Ezekiel 18:19-20 states that the soul that sins shall die and that the son shall not bear the
iniquity of the father; while sin’s natural consequences may be visited upon others, the actual guilt and
accountability belong only to the sinner himself

d. Second Corinthians 5:10 argues that each one will stand before God in judgment, receiving
the things done in his body, whether good or bad, not someone else’s body

4. before I seek what verse 5 means, I already know that it cannot mean when the Calvinists say

a. some have argued that David was sired illegitimately, or that the passage merely speaks of
the sinful society into which David was born

b. others point to the illegitimacy in David’s line, back to Judah’s relationship with Tamar and
the consequences which were then visited upon ten generations thereafter (cf. Genesis 38:13-20,
Deuteronomy 23:2)

c. note that the iniquity in this verse describes his bringing forth and no child is responsible
for his birth; the sin is reckoned to his conception and he is not accountable for that either

d. David is not throwing off responsibility, but confessing to God that he was overcome by
evil urges and temptations, that he gave place to the devil (cf. Ephesians 4:27) where truth and loyalty
should have reigned alone

D. A Clean Heart
1. David goes to the creator to request a clean heart and a renewed spirit within him
2. Paul said that, “it is God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ” (Second Corinthians
4:6)
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3. if doctors could create clean hearts in the laboratory and insert them in sick people, they would
save millions of lives, but still only work a minor feat compared to what God does to the heart through
the gospel

4. a clean heart is created by mercy and maintained by zeal (see Romans 12:1-2)

E. Then I Will Teach
1. David had become an example of corruption and sin, but he hoped that his confession and
conversion could make him a teacher of righteousness, one who had been there (First Timothy 4:11-16)
2. if the taught do not teach, who will?

F. Deliver Me From Guilt
1. guilt has gotten a bad rap lately; most people think that anyone who makes them feel guilty is
an enemy
2. but David was grateful to Nathan for making him feel guilty because it led him to seek mercy;
forgiveness is a better state than ignorance
3. guilty consciences are our Lord’s specialty (Matthew 11:28-30)
a. then our worship is acceptable to God, as from a sincere heart
b. then our service to God is not hypocritical

Conclusion
Psalm 51 is a confession of sin, but of no sin other than the sinner’s.
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Psalm 52: Why Do You Boast In Evil?

Introduction

The title of the fifty-second psalm suggests that David wrote it as a contemplation concerning the actions
of an Edomite named Doeg who revealed his sanctuary while the future king fled from the hand of a
deranged King Saul. It seems as though the Psalm is written in rebuke of Doeg, rather than Saul, for
David always refused to speak evil of his king. Psalm 52 is about the wickedness of Doeg, his
opportunism and willingness to call good, evil, and evil, good, when it suited his selfish purposes.
Ultimately, the words apply to all in any generation who do not make God their strength, but trust in
uncertain riches or the ladder of sin. [Read Psalm 52:1-9.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Saul’s Persecution (1-4)
1. David was an unknown youth until he entered into battle with Goliath, the giant Philistine
2. when he emerged victorious against all odds, he became a national sensation, an idol to the
men and an icon to the ladies of Israel
3. the once humble King Saul, however, reacted with self-doubt and worry over David’s
mercurial rise, beginning to plot to eliminate him
4. Saul’s son, Jonathan, was more noble than his father and used his position to protect David
from harm
5. to avoid fighting Saul, David chose to flee Jerusalem, coming eventually to the land of Nob,
where he was helped by some priests (First Samuel 21:1-7)
6. Saul had not given up his pursuit of David and eventually honed in on the right track (First
Samuel 22:6-22)
a. David blames himself for allowing the priests to be put in such a difficult predicament, but
he knows that the wickedness of Doeg is what did them in
b. Doeg attributed to the priests a sinister and disloyal motive, when in fact, they did not
know of the conflict, for David had misled them

B. Riches and Wickedness (5-7)
1. Doeg was a wicked man, put in charge of Saul’s flocks, who betrayed justice in the name of
self-promotion and the pursuit of evil
2. but there are occasions in which otherwise good people are corrupted by a desire to gain or
maintain riches
a. the same Bible that demands we labor to support ourselves (see Second Thessalonians
3:12) and share with others (see Ephesians 4:28) also commands that we refrain from overworking to be
rich (Proverbs 23:4-5)
b. beyond a need to support oneself, there can arise an overpowering yearning to be rich that
corrupts the heart and drives faith downward (Matthew 6:19-24)

C. Waiting on God (8-9)
1. whereas the covetous trust in uncertain riches, the children of God trust in the Lord’s mercy
a. money has no mercy and only a tiny bit of durability and opportunists like Doeg can
prosper on Earth only to find themselves bankrupt in the beyond
b. without the ability to trust in God’s mercy, we are lost and hopeless (Titus 3:3-7)
2. the green olive tree is young, just flowering and bearing fruit, with much potential and a bright
future; so is the child of God who maintains his zeal and gratitude for God’s mercy

II. Some Applications
A. Devouring Words
1. the psalmist suggests that a wicked man loves a sort of language which he calls “devouring

words”

a. he has seen the priests devoured because of lies—his own lie was made worse by the lie of
Doeg concerning the priests’ actions

b. there are even today words that are devouring in nature
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2. the New Testament writer, James, said more on this subject than just about anyone else,
warning about the tongue’s power to devour (James 3:1-18)
a. the tongue which can readily be used to sing praises to God, lift up the incense of prayer to
his nostrils and share the gospel with a lost soul is a remarkably useful creation
b. but like any of God’s gifts, it can be turned over to the devil’s direction
3. we use devouring words when we seek not to edify, but harm others with our language
(Ephesians 4:29-32)
a. we hear much about the dangers of firearms today, but without a human being to pull the
trigger, a gun is harmless
b. so with the tongue, it takes a careless, thoughtless, or even malicious person to pull its
trigger and fire its weaponry, which can be just as dangerous any gun
4. how do we turn our tongues to wickedness?
a. we obscure the truth, utter half-truths or outright lies with intent to harm, as did Doeg
b. we fall into the habit of gossip or slander and smear the reputations of those around us—
perceived rivals, neighbors, even friends or brethren; we lose sight of the golden rule and do unto others
what we would never want done unto us (Galatians 5:13-15)
c. we use the truth like a club instead of a sword, no longer using it to bring people to
salvation but to intentional conflict
5. Proverbs 25:15 says, “By long forbearance a rule is persuaded, And a gentle tongue breaks a
bone.”
a. what we attempt to accomplish by the language of force could often be achieved more
successfully by the language of persuasion, meekness and patience
b. enemies can be turned into allies and sinners turned into saints by a language that does not
devour, but fills with truth and the Spirit of life

B. The Rich Young Ruler (Mark 10:17-27)

1. picture the eagerness of this young man, formerly beholden and dependent upon no one, but
with the humility now to run to catch up with the messiah and seek an audience

2. before asking his good question, however, he has already presumed the answer, and that this
answer would extol him as already qualified without another step needed

3. even after Jesus had listed a number of commandments, the ruler was confident, for he claimed
to have kept them all from his youth

4. but then Jesus took note of the idol in the young man’s heart-he was more attached to his
treasure on earth than anything else

5. how hard it is for those who trust in uncertain riches to enter God’s kingdom (First Timothy
6:6-11, 17-19)

C. Waiting
1. despite the evil Doeg had committed, David is resigned to waiting on the Lord, having enough
faith to stick it out until God sorts it out (Psalm 27:11-14)
2. leave vengeance to God, leave bitterness to the wicked, and wait on the Lord, for his mercy is
great and it will not fail (Romans 12:17-21)

Conclusion

There will always be Doegs in the world with whom we will have to deal. Don’t let them tear you down
or drag you into the sewer with them. Stand for right and wait on God.
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Psalm s3: The Fool Has Said In His Heart, “There Is No God”

Introduction

The text of the fifty-third psalm is almost identical to that of the fourteenth; one verse is here omitted and
some words of explanation have been added. Some theorize that David so revered the words of the
fourteenth psalm that he wanted to emphasize them anew later in life, seeing that conditions in Israel had
changed little morally. Psalm 53 shows us the convenience and folly of choosing to dismiss the evidence
of God’s existence in favor of a life devoid of objective standards and divine expectations. Whatever road
you choose in life, it will ultimately lead to the Lord’s judgment seat where eternal fates are pronounced.
[Read Psalm 53:1-6.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Atheism (1)

1. the word “fool” has a very special and grave connotation to it; it is no ordinary descriptive
term, but one used only very seriously and forcefully

2. sometimes it evidently refers to a person who is not exercising any mental faculty at all, thus
promoting senseless behavior in his own life; other times it seems to refer to a person who does reason
but arrives at foolish conclusions nonetheless

3. truly, it does not matter how one arrives at the conclusion that God does not exist; foolishness
is both the cause and effect

B. None Good (2-5)
1. the Hebrew language states that God leaned forward to get a better view of the proceedings on
Earth and found them to be as discussed in Psalm 53:2-3
2. we are once impressed with the fact that depravity is not hereditary but chosen, for men “turn
aside” and “become” corrupt
3. sadly, though, there is an almost universal nature to the disease of sin
a. save for those in life’s infancy or prevented by mental retardation from making the
decision to reject God’s will, all sin and fall short of the glory of God (see Romans 3:23)
b. that same chapter of the Roman letter reports on the sad condition of mankind at large,
quoting from the present psalm (Romans 3:9-20)

1. this passage does not affirm that every person commits every possible sin, but that
every person does commit sin (see First John 1:8) and that he therefore cannot be saved by perfect law
keeping, but must desire and seek restoration through grace (Romans 3:23-26)

2. we are redeemed from the vileness of this lifestyle and leave it altogether when we
start our walk in Christ (First John 3:4-10)

C. Out of Zion (6)

1. people of the psalmist’s age waited for the redeemer to come to save Israel from her captivity
and this he did in the person of Jesus of Nazareth who marched out of Jerusalem and onto a cross of
infamy and destiny

2. as atheism leads to despair and enforced ignorance, faith leads to hope and understanding
(Hebrews 6:17-20)

II. Some Applications
A. Rejecting God’s Existence

1. there are no photographs of Julius Caesar and yet we all believe that existed, just about the
same time on Earth that Jesus did, because the evidence is overwhelming and undeniable

2. when we consider the existence of God, we are faced with a similar challenge: can we discover
evidence of his existence despite the fact that no living person has actually beheld him with the eyes

3. the honest heart wants the true answer to this question while the profligate heart hates the
prospect of God and hopes it dead

a. if God be removed from the human equation, every objective and ancient standard

becomes optional and arbitrary, changeable as man desires for he himself then fills the vacuum of deity
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b. what was immoral yesterday can be deemed moral today, for the unchangeable God is
removed

c. this is how many people who love darkness deal with the prospect of guilt; they convince
themselves that the legislator of objective morality and its eternal judge do not exist

d. yet God has left his fingerprints all over his creation, signing his masterpiece in the corner
as any great artist would, by proving that nothing that is came without intelligent design (Romans
1:18-23)

B. Convenient Atheism
1. it is no accident that so much liberalism and iniquity seem to soak through atheism; the
rejection of God is the rejection of good and evil must follow to fill the void (Romans 1:24-32)
2. it is hard to justify sinful behavior and thus many choose atheism to soothe their guilty
consciences
a. Proverbs 14:9 says, “fools mock at sin,” meaning that they make fun of the concept
b. some things may be wrong but they cannot be called sin, for this invites a consideration of
God into the discussion
3. it is not common, but does happen, that members of Christ even begin to suggest that they are
losing their faith, when they find themselves given over to the pursuit of some sin they do not intend to
give up
a. atheism thus becomes a convenient excuse for living in sin and not the true belief of the
heart
b. this form of atheism often lives only until the person reaches his deathbed, upon which he
tries to overwhelm a lifetime of iniquity by a few words of insincere remorse

C. God’s Fingerprints

1. the decision of atheism, whether chosen through reason or convenience is a foolish one, for it
denies every parcel of evidence for God’s existence in the world and word around us

2. God’s world and God’s word work in tandem to direct us to him; his world creates a mystery
of obvious design of a bygone designer and his word fully reveals that creator to be Jehovah God (Job
12:7-12 and Romans 16:25-27)

3. by way of comparison, it would seem that a believer beholds a great work of art like the Mona
Lisa and concludes that an intelligent and talented designer worked magnificently to create it while an
atheist would marvel at how it must have evolved from primordial paint and canvas molecules, never
stopping to consider who created the primordial molecules

4. the atheistic argument is baseless and hopeless

D. Two Distinct Peoples

1. the psalmist did not have in mind that all peoples are alike before God no matter their
relationship to him

2. God has put a difference between spiritual Israel and spiritual Egypt, demarcated by the new
covenant of obedience to the gospel and hope of everlasting reward by gracious gift

3. our psalm shows the difference between the workers of iniquity and God’s persecuted people

a. although it is true that all sin, all do not remain in their sin
b. some choose to escape (Romans 6:15-23)

4. workers of iniquity wage war against the faithful and their beliefs, forcing the hypothesis of
evolution to be taught in the schools as if it were established fact, demanding that every hint of God be
removed from the public square in a misguided attempt to separate God and state, and mocking faith as
mean-spiritedness and hatred

a. such people do not fear God and they do not call upon him, but one day they will meet the
lone great fact and be faced with their folly

b. for every ridicule of Noah’s construction project, there is a flood; for every pounding on
Lot’s door, there is fire and brimstone raining down on Sodom; for every high hill and green tree, there is
Babylonian siege wall

E. He Is Coming Back
1. the redeemer will return to ransom home his people when the last trumpet sounds; for this we

wait patiently as David and his flock waited in their day for the first coming (First Thessalonians 4:13-18)
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2. who knows how many seconds or years separate us from that event, or if any or all of us will

live to witness it?
3. in any event, let us all be glad at the prospect and live lives of preparation and anticipation

Conclusion
I hope there are no fools in the audience today, who say there is no God. If there are men and women of
discernment and understanding who wish to take their stand with the savior, we invite them to confess

him and be baptized for the remission of sins. If you believe, won’t you obey?
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Psalm 54: Save Me By Your Name

Introduction

Between the defeat of Goliath and his coronation, young David spent a great deal of his time in flight
from a jealous King Saul. You may recall that two psalms ago, David’s hiding place was betrayed by
Doeg the Edomite, which led not to David’s capture but the massacre of the priests in Nob. Now it is the
Ziphites who are telling David’s position to gain favor with the fading king. Psalm 54 is an example of
the way that David could be heavy-laden with worries, enter into a solemn psalm of concern and emerge
moments later with a joyful song of hope and certain rescue. When we are laden with cares, perhaps the
gifts of song and prayer might lend us a renewed sense of hope as well. [Read Psalm 54:1-7.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Give Ear (1-2)
1. as noted in our introduction, David had slain Goliath and made himself a national hero in
Israel, at the expense of King Saul’s pride and adoration
a. with respect for God’s anointing, David chose not to defend himself against the king but to
assume a self-imposed exile from the court, even as Saul began a bloodthirsty pursuit of the young
shepherd
b. on several occasions, David was in a position to kill Saul, but each time stood on honor
and did not
2. Saul’s character declined into madness, treating David like the white whale of Moby Dick to
Captain Ahab
3. he resorted to sinful, murderous, selfish means to discover David and put the nation at risk to
true enemies
4. at last, David took refuge in the wilderness of Ziph, a territory southeast of Hebron that is a
jumble of arid hills with little rainfall and even less habitation, much like the Davis Mountains of West
Texas (First Samuel 23:13-15, 19-29)

B. Strangers Have Arisen (3-7)

1. David prays for salvation and vindication, a sign to both Saul and himself that David has
committed no sin and does not deserve this ill treatment; never does his faith waver or does he begin to
doubt that he is acting righteously because he respects God’s anointing and the divine right to execute
every part of his plan in his own time

a. David saw that he could not make himself God’s anointed by killing God’s anointed, no
matter the circumstances

b. had he resorted to regicide, he would have given every rebel in his kingdom justification
for plotting against him

2. the name of God is invoked into this dispute and that name carries much weight

a. even today we find ourselves engaged in certain acts for the sake of God’s holy name
b. we suffer and do good, teach and are taught to glorify that name

3. never does David doubt that God will hear his prayer and never should we doubt that God is
listening to us, so long as we are penitent in spirit and trusting in nature

4. David recognizes rightly that he is not the inherent cause of this persecution, that these people
have rejected God and he just happened to get caught in the crossfire

5. David does not resent God for this cause, but pleads for his assistance and to uphold his life

6. when relief comes on that Rock of Escape, David bows the knee and promises his gratitude;
faithfulness is the only means by which we can show our thanks to God and even though that is all we
can do, it will never approach repayment

II. Some Applications
A. For God’s Name’s Sake
1. the name of Jehovah was placed in reverence at the burning bush, when the Lord adopted a
name that merely represented his existence and his omnipresence—1 AM”
a. the first of the ten commandments inscribed the importance and gravity of that name in
stone
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b. the name of Jehovah gained fame throughout the world, as those who had long forgotten
their maker were reminded of his power when Israel set its sights on Canaan

c. Rahab the harlot spoke for Jericho when she confessed they trembled at the prospect of
dealing with Jehovah and the nation that honored his name (Joshua 2:8-11

2. as the conquest of lands was done for the sake of God’s name in Old Testament times, so the
conquest of souls enslaved to the devil bring glory to Jehovah today (First John 2:12-14)

a. we take our stand on the Rock of Escape when we step down into the waters of baptism
with confession on our lips and repentance in our hearts

b. we bring glory to the name of God and his son when we recant our association with the
devil and pledge fidelity to heaven (Ephesians 3:8-21)

3. for the sake of God’s name and the ability to pronounce it in his presence around the throne of
heaven, we learn to look beyond the temporal to the eternal and make certain sacrifices (Matthew
19:25-30)

a. for his name’s sake, we do not lose heart (Second Corinthians 4:16-5:1)
b. the name of God is soiled when Christians disobey their knowledge of truth to justify a
sinful indulgence

4. for the sake of God’s name, Christians are willing to endure the hatred of unbelievers and the
assaults of the devil through them (John 15:18-25)

5. for the sake of God’s name, we share the gospel, knowing that most will never accept it (Third
John 5-8, Revelation 2:1-3)

B. God Hears the Prayer of the Penitent

1. God surely has the ability to hear and discern the prayers and words of every human being on
Earth at every moment of time, to hear saint and sinner alike and respond accordingly

2. indeed every idle word of men is recorded and preserved as evidence for the day of reckoning
(see Matthew 12:36); with their thoughts men can accuse or excuse themselves concerning judgment (see
Romans 2:15)

3. but in terms of petitioning the Lord’s audience and assistance, that privilege is reserved for the
precious few who have learned to mourn their sin and speak penitently to God

a. the formerly blind man rightly asserted, “God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a
worshiper of God and does his will, he hears him” (John 9:31)

b. this truth is reflected over and over in the Old Testament (Isaiah 59:1-3; cf. Zechariah
7:13)

4. it is too simplistic to say that God only hears the prayers of Christians; that is too narrow, for
God also hears the prayers of those who are hungering and thirsting after righteousness that he may
provide for them (e.g. Cornelius)

a. God heard David because he was humble and striving to serve God in truth and he will
hear you for the same reason unless you have returned to wallow in sin and only expect God to overlook
it and come to the rescue when you find yourself in dire straits

b. we become God’s foul weather friends when we have use for him or prayer until the gloom
of hardship sets in

C. Atheism is the Root of All Sin
1. the oppression of David was due to the fact that he believed and others did not; this allowed
them to use sin to suit their selfish purposes and disregard righteousness altogether
2. seemingly religious people, like the Ziphites who were Israelites and supposed devotees of
Jehovah, can fall into a practical brand of atheism that has all the appearance of piety but none of the
essence (Acts 4:13-21, 5:24-42)
a. the Jewish leaders could ignore miracles if that evidence of God’s hand got in the way of
their ambitions and power grabs
b. today, God is set aside by human creeds, by so-called Christians who claim to have found a
better way outside the Bible pattern and by the ordinary Christian who clings to sin so fast that he must
attack anyone who offers reproof
3. God is no longer set before us when we can tolerate error in the name of truth and overlook sin
in the pursuit of holiness
4. we become Ziphites, betraying the son of David, when we invite the prince of this world into
the lair of God’s servants through compromise with worldly ways
126 SERMONS FROM THE PSALMS



a. it’s not outright atheism, but a more insidious and infectious form that compromises
Genesis 1 to find a faulty harmony with scientific hypothesis

b. that compromises God’s plea for holiness and pure doctrine to create a false harmony of
conflicting teachings on matters of spiritual life and death

c. we have lost the fear of God from before our eyes when we sell out the son of David to
appease his enemy, personally or collectively

D. The Assistance of God

1. you used to see those bumper stickers on cars which said, “God is my copilot”

2. hopefully something good was meant by that, but bumper sticker theology rarely has any real
foundation in action to it; it turns out to be more show than anything else, much like the WWID bracelets
being worn by teenage boys and girls in short shorts and bathing suits in public

3. the effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man accomplishes much (see James 5:16) and we
see evidence of this all the time, from the almost impossible recoveries of those for whom we pray to the
manner in which God providentially does what is ultimately best for us

4. in his time and in his way, God effects all things to work together for the benefit of the
kingdom

5. in times of despair like David’s, we can trust that God hears (Romans 8:31-39)

E. Gratitude Through Faithfulness
1. the prayer of the desperate, when answered, should be acknowledged through an expression of
gratitude, both in prayer and in everyday faithfulness (Romans 12:1-2)
2. God is owed all that we can give and even this will never approach our debt before him

Conclusion

Psalm 54 show David in a familiar position and one not unknown to us. Like the future king, we can
overcome when we stand on the Rock of Escape and trust in Jesus to deliver.
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Psalm s5: Give Ear 1o My Prayer

Introduction

It is uncertain what particular event in David’s eventful life caused him to pen the fifty-fifth psalm, but
the context makes clear that it was occasioned by the betrayal of a trusted friend and the torture of
watching his own city being decimated by a usurper’s immoral and illegal reign. Americans have become
accustomed to betrayal. We are a litigious society, in part, because, fraud is common to the marketplace.
The divorce rate soars because both men and women consider their wedding vows of fidelity to be a
matter of mere custom and levity, rather than a binding union before the divine witness. Our children are
confused about right and wrong simply because adults have betrayed their obligation to instill virtues in
them. When David complains about betrayal 3000 years ago, he is foretelling our time, in which trust is a
rare commodity. Our lesson will center on the fifty-fifth psalm, and specifically, David’s complaint about
betrayal, his impulse to flee rather than fight, and his trust in prayer. [Read Psalm 55:1-23.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. The Flight Impulse (1-8)
1. it is a common weakness in humanity, to desire to flee a confrontation, rather than face it
a. Adam and Eve did not confront their sin when God walked into the garden, but hid
themselves away
b. Moses tried to step back from God’s will from him by complaining he was not eloquent
enough to lead
c. both Aaron and King Saul tried to blame their failed leadership on other people instead of
facing the music
d. who can forget the response of Jonah, when God instructed him to go and preach in
Nineveh and he instead fled to Tarshish on stormy seas?
2. flight is a proper response when faced with an overwhelming temptation, as Joseph fled
Potiphar’s house and his wife’s embrace
a. Paul tells Timothy and us to flee youthful lusts (see Second Timothy 2:22), not congregate
around them to see how much we can endure before breaking down,; that presumes failure at some point
b. he told the Corinthians to flee fornication (First Corinthians 6:18), not flirt with the
possibility and heavily pet the prospect until passion undermines piety
c. the Holy Spirit adds in the same letter that we must learn to flee from idolatry (see First
Corinthians 10:14)-the worship of self, money, other people, and things
3. but apart from these times of temptation, we are confronted in life with decisions to be made,
stands to be taken, battles to be fought in the name of God and righteousness
a. then, flight is only the option of cowards and the faithless
b. then, we must fight the good fight of faith (First Timothy 6:11-12)

B. The Betrayal of a Friend (9-15)
1. the rebellion by David’s son Absalom may mark the occasion in which he wrote this psalm, not
necessarily about his son, but about his trusted counselor, Ahithophel, who sided with the rebel
2. Absalom subverted the kingdom (Second Samuel 15:1-13, 30-31)
3. David sent Hushai back to Jerusalem as a spy and he found opportunity to hear Absalom’s
plans and Ahithophel’s counsel (see Second Samuel 16:20-17:7)
a. Husahi protected David and put Absalom into danger, allowing the rebellion to be put
down
b. proud Ahithophel, however, did not recover (see Second Samuel 17:23)
4. David had trusted Ahithophel, but he simply followed the money and power and exchanged
loyalty for security, going so far as to encourage Absalom to fornicate with David’s harem
5. perhaps it is this friend’s betrayal which caused David to write Psalm 55

C. Prayer (16-23)
1. Abraham was called the friend of God and no one’s prayers are more often recorded than
David’s
2. these men knew how to call upon God and when
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a. some folks reserve prayer for times in which things get really tough, but prayer is to be a
regular, consistent avenue of communication between man and creator

b. I want to encourage those here who are not yet Christians to pray like Cornelius did, for
guidance in what you should do

c. some Christians feel funny about praying for non-Christians, or encouraging them to pray,
but that is silly

d. surely, God does not hear the prayers of sinners, but if your intention is pure and penitent
like Cornelius, you are in the process of being converted from saint to sinner and God will assist you, if
you ask and follow through

II. Some Applications
A. David’s Temptation to Flee
1. in his time of betrayal and conflict, David admits that he was tempted to surrender the throne
and flee into permanent exile
2. he envied the bird, which at a moment’s notice, can simply fly away from a conflict and land
somewhere else; haven’t we all wished we could avoid some difficult duty by simply walking away?
3. the life of a Christian is marked by many opportunities to do—not necessarily the right thing or
the wrong thing—but nothing
a. like Jonah, God has a plan for us, laid out in scripture and played out by providence, which
we can either seize or reject
b. it is amazing just how much those plans involve our interaction with other people
c. the Bible mandate is to get yourself squared away and then prepared to assist others in their
search for grace and bearing the burdens of life (see Matthew 7:1-5, Galatians 6:1-2)
d. the solitary lifestyle of self-centeredness was pronounced wanting in Eden and remedied
by the institutions of family, church and society (Philippians 2:1-4)
4. we flee like Jonah when we hear a friend, neighbor or relative expressing life’s anguish, but we
fail to offer them the word of God
a. we flee like Jonah when we fail to take a stand against godlessness in our schools,
workplaces and communities
b. we flee like Jonah when we neglect to oversee the portals of our homes, allowing filth and
obscenity to make its home there through the television, radio and printed word
5. in addition, every life is filled with storms of trial through sickness, death and material needs;
will we fight or flee (Matthew 7:24-27)

B. Friendship
1. friendship is a Bible subject, with many examples such as David and Jonathan, Jesus and John,
Paul and Timothy
2. the proverbs say much about friendship
a. true friends make one another better (Proverbs 27:17)
b. true friends are not yes men (Proverbs 27:6)
c. true friends are loyal always (Proverbs 17:17)

C. Betrayal
1. the genuineness of friendship is overthrown by an unwillingness to correct, help or stand by
someone
2. we have all known people that we thought were our friends, but turned out to be using us for
ulterior reasons; David’s false friend was doing the same (Psalm 55:20-21)
3. but we can become betrayers ourselves if we do not show ourselves friendly by the Bible
definition (see Proverbs 18:24)
a. are we fair weather friends who cannot be counted on when another needs material
assistance (First John 3:16-18)?
b. are we too weak-kneed to correct a friend who is drifting into error (Hebrews 3:12-14)?
4. to look at it the other way, consider who your friends are; do they make you a better person or
worse (First Corinthians 15:33)?
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D. Cast Your Burden on The Lord (Psalm 55:22)?

1. life is truly a burden, but that doesn’t mean that it is an unbearable drag, but a package of
obligations, responsibilities, accountabilities, successes, failures and blessings

2. ultimately, each one must bear his own load before God (Galatians 6:5), but Jesus is ever
present to give rest to the weary (Matthew 11:28-30)

3. if you are laden down with a burden of sin and guilt, the Bible counsels you to remove it
through faith, and promises you will be enabled to run life’s marathon with endurance and vigor
(Hebrews 12:1-2)

Conclusion

Psalm 55 reminds us of life’s difficult burdens, but also that they can be borne. The waters of baptism
await for any who would stir them following a confession of faith and determination to cast off a sinful
life.
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Psalm 56: The Silent Dove in Distant Lands

Introduction

David evidently wrote the fifty-sixth psalm during his flight from the hand of King Saul, who felt
threatened by the people’s adoration of heroic David, slayer of Goliath. The psalm reflects the dark days
in which the future king fled from God’s anointed on principle, only to find his life constantly in peril
everywhere he went. [Read First Samuel 21:10-15.] The title seems to point to this episode in David’s life
as occasioning this psalm. It was a time in which David was nearly overcome with worry and fear, but a
retreat into God’s favor and hand buoyed his spirits with the certain prospect of protection. [Read Psalm
56:1-13.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Petition (1-2, 5-7)

1. David feels so hopelessly oppressed by his pursuers that he, who embarrassed the Philistine’s
champion, leaves Israel for one of the major cities of Philistia, where his reputation alone would put him
into peril

2. leaving home did not leave his troubles behind however, for his enemies hound him all day,
endeavoring to swallow him up; they are like ravenous wolves, traveling in a pack with the smell of
blood in the air

3. the Christian who is ridiculed for his faith or the decisions he makes because he is a believer
may feel like a silent dove in distant, lonely lands

a. sometimes persecutors gather into packs, shamed by a Christian’s just behavior and
returning with rage (First Peter 4:1-5)

b. yet let us never become as disconsolate as Elijah, who thought that he alone was left on
Earth to serve God; remember that he still has his 7000 and more who will stand up for truth where they
are

c. remember that a light shining suddenly in absolute darkness always makes people
uncomfortable, but that some will love the light and those who hate it possess opinions worth very little
(John 3:16-21)

B. Trust (3-4, 8-11)
1. although the motto, “In God We Trust,” still appears on our money, it is plain that America
trusts less in God today than ever before
a. like ancient Israel in the days of the judges, prosperity has created time and means for
moral laxity and experimentation
b. it seems like every man is doing what seems right in his own eyes; the result is moral
confusion and decay
c. good is called evil and evil is called good; zealous Christians are dangerous while zealous
homosexuals are martyrs
2. we are so cowed that we are afraid to utter God’s name in school, lest we be sued or arrested,
afraid to walk in the Spirit for fear of violating federal laws or provoking the wrath of our neighbors
3. but God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love and a sound mind (see Second
Timothy 1:7)
a. that may seem odd after watching David feign insanity, but his tactics probably will not
work too well for us today
b. we need to be prepared to respond to those who question our faith, both those who are
curious and those who belittle it (First Peter 3:13-17)

C. Promise (12-13)
1. in a wedding ceremony, a man and woman pledge to love one another and stay together in
sickness and health, joy and sorrow, wealth and poverty, good times and bad
2. when wed to Christ at baptism, a Christian promises to remain faithful unto death, come what
may (see Revelation 2:10), and give God praise in joyful times and sorrow through songs or prayer (see
James 5:13)
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3. vows made to God are binding, whether in marriage before his witness, or in conversion before
his authority

II. Some Applications
A. Twisting Words
1. David found that his enemies would take his words and put a negative spin on them, or report
them out of context to give a distorted impression of what he actually said
2. how many times have we been accused of not believing in grace because our statements are
taken out of context; even the writer James was accused of the same thing by Martin Luther (Second
Peter 3:14-16)
a. scripture twisting is a favorite ploy of the devil, who often transforms himself, his
ministers and his work into a costume resembling angels of light (Second Corinthians 11:12-15)
b. one verse is pitted against one another and before long, James and Paul are believed to be
at odds and the words of Christ are emasculated from strong obedience down to milquetoast vacillation
c. don’t twist the scriptures—as strongly as the New Testament says believe, so it says be
baptized and submitting to water immersion as did Jesus, Paul and every other convert to the faith will
not overthrow grace or betray an expectation of earning salvation

B. That Pack Mentality

1. we must also be careful not to fall into that pack mentality ourselves; sometimes the person
being picked on at school, work or in the neighborhood is not a Christian, but perhaps a different race,
handicapped, overweight, unintelligent or poor

2. he or she becomes the object of ridicule and the pack mentality draws us in, lest we join him in
the place of scorn

3. this pack mentality is sinful, whether it is ridiculing someone who is different or planning
another sin (Proverbs 1:10-19)

C. Tears In A Bottle
1. David says that God numbers his wanderings, collects his tears in an eternal bottle and records
them in his book
2. he is a great source of consolation and hope
a. people of olden times had a strange custom of visiting sick people and actually collecting
their tears in a bottle to give them when they recovered as a memento of their ordeal and relief
b. it seems as if God is able to do much more, to visit us in distress, acknowledge our tears in
a bottle and reveal their significance
3. he is able to dry our tears, as he did for the sisters of Lazarus by raising their brother; genuine
and enduring faith in him promises everlasting victory (First John 5:1-5)
4. why fear or go on weeping (Matthew 10:27-31)?

D. God Keeps Us
1. there is a wonderful little promise tucked away near the end of the New Testament, in a tiny
book just before the massive Revelation (Jude 24-25)
2. we have no cause to fear, for as long as we remain in God’s hand, no one can pluck us out
(Second Timothy 1:12, 2:11-13)

Conclusion

If you have ever felt like a silenced dove in a distant land, now you know how to handle the sensation.
Trust in God and stand fast in your faith.
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Psalm 57: Refuge in the Shadow of God's Wings

Introduction

When I was a little boy, we used to play out in the country around my home town and one of the rules of
the game was to jump over the side of the hill every time a car came, to pretend we were hiding from
enemies. Fortunately, very few cars traveled on Oil Ridge and we managed to survive both real and
imagined enemies. In Psalm 57, we find the future King David, in flight from a real enemy—King Saul—
and hiding in a cave. Like David, Christians today have targets painted on their backs. Often, we are
made to feel as if we need to retreat into a cave to survive, but we would be better off if we could find
refuge in the shadow of God’s wings. [Read Psalm 57:1-11.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. Into The Cave (1-3)

1. David’s reputation preceded him and made him a target, not only to King Saul, but every other
leader in the area (First Samuel 21:10-22:4)

2. it seems like verse one of chapter 22 is so brief in describing the time David spent in this cave,
while the psalm before us is so thorough and plainspoken about the ordeal that put him there

3. what we note from the psalm and this passage is that David was not so much fleeing into the
depths of the earth, but into the arms of God, who immediately began to bless him with relief, company
and hope

B. My Soul Among The Lions (4-6)
1. I wonder if Daniel was able to think of this part of Psalm 57 that night when he was lowered
into the lions’ den to face certain doom
2. David’s lions were figurative while Daniel’s were actual and fierce
3. yet both men expected their respective lions to be tamed by the power of God and neither was
disappointed (Daniel 6:13-23)

C. Steadfastness (7-11)

1. the devil doesn’t believe that man can be steadfast, but that he only praises God when the
going is good

2. he insulted Job’s faith and attributed it entirely to God’s blessing upon him, challenging God to
allow it to be removed, so that the falseness of Job’s faith would be revealed

3. the devil did all he could and Job’s faith did not waver

4. here we find David hiding in a cave, having been led to believe he was the anointed future
king, but in mortal flight from the present one; the devil is doing all he can but he has no foothold in
David’s heart and the worship and trust keep flowing

II. Some Applications
A. Take Refuge in God
1. eighteen times in the book of Psalms, God is called by David and other writers their “refuge”;
maybe they were on to something
2. when life gets us down and it seems difficult even to go on, when we are moved to crawl away
from life’s challenges and regroup in solitude, then we should take God with us, or better go to him
a. that is when fervent, private prayer is most valuable and irreplaceable (Matthew 6:5-8)
b. don’t believe that public prayers led for you, or even by you, in the assembly will do what
private prayer will do
c. David writes, “Cast your burden on the Lord, and he shall sustain you” (Psalm 55:22); only
you can know the depths of your own heart and the details of all your concerns and only you can
communicate those to God most effectively
3. when bowed down because of disappointment, sorrowed over loss, or threatened by
persecution, the arms of God are big and his shoulders broad to offer refuge (Psalm 94:16-23)
4. the ultimate effect of prayer is to enable us to put things into perspective, that no matter how
many trials afflict us, our hope of heaven can always shine through (Hebrews 6:17-20)
5. our refuge is knowing that soon the suffering will pass and the glory will dawn
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6. Psalm 142 is attributed to the same era as this one (Psalm 142:1-7)

B. Figurative Lions
1. the fiercest lion described in figurative terms in the Bible is the devil himself (First Peter
5:6-11)
2. he afflicts Christians the world around in like manner, but his den—this earth—can be survived
just as Daniel’s and David’s
3. the spirit is refreshed by retreating into God and trials are cut down to size in our estimation,
allowing us to see more clearly that we can overcome and actually be strengthened by the experience
(James 1:2-4)
a. it is up to you whether a trial is going to increase your faith or destroy it
b. understand that those who would make themselves your enemies are setting a snare for
themselves and that you will only fall into it if lured there by the devil, either believing you are above
temptation or in possession of the right of vengeance
c. when pursued by lions of persecution or trial, we must learn to take heed lest we fall and
leave vengeance to its owner, God

C. Be Steadfast (First Corinthians 15:57-58)
1. steadfastness means that you stand behind God and for what is right when times are good and
when times are rough
2. steadfastness means consistency, even when life is marked by hills and valleys
3. steadfastness means trusting in God when men and women of weaker faith would curse him
and die (Second Corinthians 1:3-7)

Conclusion

Everyone of us is going to find himself holed up in a cave of fear and despair at some point in our lives, if
for no other reason than we have chosen to be Christians and are thus unwelcome in the world. It is up to
us to turn that cave into a prayer closet and find comfort in the consoling arms of God.
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Psalm 58: Surely There Is A Reward

Introduction

Psalm 58 is a most imprecatory psalm, calling upon God to preserve the righteous and punish the wicked.
To our New Testament sensibilities, Psalm 58 sounds harsh and cruel, and it is not likely that we could
imitate its words in good conscience. To a troubled Old Testament character, however, the psalm reflects
a clear sense of right and wrong and an understanding that judgment is inevitable. The work begins with a
metaphorical description of the wicked in verses 1-5, followed by a pointed prayer against them in verses
6-9. The final two verses describe the vindication of the righteous through a proverb of victory. [Read
Psalm 58:1-11.]

Discussion
I. The Text
A. The Wicked (1-2)

1. we must note first of all that these verses are not meant to describe every single person on
Earth; David is making a contrast between those who strive to live righteously and those who have no
consciousness of the morality of God’s law

2. the things said here are not meant to be a universal indictment of the human race, but a
summary of the ways in which wicked men act

3. from the example of the flood, Sodom and Gomorrah and the conquest of Canaan, we know,
however, that this indictment fits the majority of people and that, “righteous” can only be affixed as a
description to the few

B. Prayer for Remedy (6-8)
1. breaking out their teeth or fangs is symbolic of silencing them somehow
2. the literal would certainly work, but other means might also effect the same result
3. humility and conversion would be our primary wish regarding our enemies (Matthew 5:43-48)

C. Rejoicing Righteous (9-11)
1. consider the figure used in Revelation 14:18-20
2. the righteous rejoice at their relief and reward

II. Some Applications
A. A Heart Problem
1. the objection David makes to them involves their speech and their judgment
2. wickedness is expressed in the things they say, although certainly not everything they say, and
in the decisions they render, although certainly not in every decision
3. the fact is that they are labeled wicked because their lifestyles are marked by willful rebellion
and impenitence
4. the trouble is not that their tongues slip from time to time or they make uninformed and foolish
decisions on occasion, but that their hearts are so bound by iniquity that they are likely to choose evil
over good at any moment, and will rationalize their sin later as justifiable or insignificant
a. we may do the same thing and not even realize that our hearts are gradually being
corrupted by small doses of sin
b. we cannot excuse our indulgence and assign it no importance, for it is the work of our
hearts and if the h